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Introduction: The crags on Scafell and Scafell Pike hold one the UK’s finest collections of 
multi-pitch “trad” mountain crag routes covering the full spread of grades and on generally 
superb rough rock. This whistle stop tour gives a taste of what is available and will leave 
you wanting to come back again, and again.  
  

Navigation:  Don’t forget your map and compass!  See Outline Maps on p8. Take the 
Scafell Pike path from Wasdale but continue towards Mickledore (NY 210 069) the main 
path veers left. This leads through the open hollow of Hollow Stones and up to a large 
boulder. The Scafell crags are on your right while Pikes Crag is on your left. 
Moss Gill Grooves (MVS 4c) is reached by the large scree fan that falls from Lord’s Rake. 
When you reach the foot of the crag head left to the impressive cleft of Moss Gill. Our 
route starts about 25m up the Gill and is most easily reached by scrambling/easy climbing 
up the broken ground to the right.  
From the top of the route head E towards Mickledore until you reach a large shelving 
platform on the right (facing out), follow a grass terrace back left to a large block and 
thread anchors for a short abseil to Mickledore. Any bags left at the foot of Moss Gill can 
be retrieved by careful scrambling along Rake’s Progress (see photo). 
To reach Great Eastern (VS 4c) from Mickledore take the path below East Buttress to the 
lowest point of the crag. From the top of the route head back towards Mickledore crossing 
the top of an open gully (Mickledore Chimney) to join the previous descent at the large 
sloping platform. 
From Mickledore descend towards Hollow Stones before heading right to Pikes Crag, 
scramble up easy ground to the start of Sentinel (VS 4c). From the summit of Pikes Crag a 
short down climb leads to the hillside. From here either return to the base of the crag 
where a small path leads N below Pikes Crag to join the main Scafell Pike path at the col 
between Scafell Pike and Lingmell (NY 211 075), or, after the short down-climb head NE to 
pick up the normal path up Scafell Pike, follow this  down to the Lingmell col. The rest of 
the route is easy to follow; head NE on the Corridor Route, you soon reach the ravine of 
Piers Gill and Piers Gill Crag; Pier of the Realm (VS 5a). Shortly after this you will arrive at 
Round How for Rondo (VS 4c). Continue down the Corridor Route to Styhead Pass and the 
start of the Great Gable Enchainment (see separate routes booklet) 
Ordinary mortals will bivouac at Styhead and complete the Great Gable section of The 
Wasdale Round the following day. 
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7   Something for you to colour in!  

 
 

 

      
 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 

33/13 Moss Gill Grooves 79m MVS 4c       
*** 

HM Kelly, B Eden-Smith, JP Kilshaw -1July 1926 

 
A magnificent delicate climb following the 
slanting groove just right of the main face. 
The crucial sections are short and well-
protected, although they are probably as 
difficult as anything on Botterill's Slab. 
Start from Moss Gill, about 25m above 
Rake's Progress, where a slanting groove 
runs up to the left. 
1 17m The groove leads to a good ledge. 
The overhanging block on the right is then 
climbed to a ledge below the main corner.  
2 20m 4c Climb 3m up the corner and 
traverse delicately left using a small hold 
the size of a damson stone (or so the FA 
team said) to a small ledge overlooking 
the main wall of Central Buttress. Ascend 
the arête leading back to the groove. Go 
up this and the narrow slab and then 
traverse right into the next groove arriving 
at a stance called The Look-Out.  
3 24m 4a Wander serenely up the slab 
ahead, first on its right, then on the left, 
and finally straight up to belay in a gully. 
4 18m Climb the left wall of the gully for 
5m and break out to a large ledge on the 
left. The steep wall above is delicate to 
start and leads to the summit ridge 
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6 Round How South Face 

24  Rondo         24m         VS  4c  ** 
JL Holden, A Phizacklea-12May2002 

One of the modern discoveries. Delightful climbing up the shallow groove just left of the 
right-hand arête. Start about 8m right of the flake-crack, at the foot of the ramp of 
Around the Bend. A series of delicate steps lead to a sloping ledge below two slanting 
overhangs. Step left and follow the cracked groove to a ledge. An open V-feature above 
leads to the large block belay. 

 

 

3 East Buttress 
16 Great Eastern Route        77m        VS 4c        **       

M Linnell , SH Cross-21 Aug 1932 

A magnificent and inescapable climb that finds the easiest way up the buttress in a very 
impressive setting. The technical difficulty is not great but care should be taken to protect the 
second; this is not a place for the inexperienced as all the surrounding routes are much 
harder and abseiling off the upper part of the route would be “exciting”. Start at an opening 
5m to the right of the lowest part of the crag. (See overview photo on page 6) 
1 5m Easy rocks are followed by a walk to the left. 
2 24m 4c Ascend the cracked slab slanting up to the left to bulging rocks at 6m. An overhang 
is passed by using a layback move a little higher is a ledge. Traverse left across the slab and 
climb the corner. Step round left onto the face and climb up onto a good stance. 
3 9m 4b The steep cracks ahead lead to a stance below a nook. 
4 24m 4b Cross the slab on the right and go up the step. Ascend a little on good holds and 
continue the rising traverse rightwards to a crevasse. 
5 15m 4a Three metres higher is a shelf below a corner; climb either the left wall or the 
chimney on the right to a ledge. Climb up and round the corner on  the right to a ledge at the 
top of the white slab.  

 
 

 

 



 Print as a booklet                

Warning 
You climb at your own risk. You are the sole judge of conditions, the suitability of any chosen route, the ability of the party and you take sole responsibility for your actions. Climbing is a dangerous activity carrying the risk of 
serious injury or death. If you climb the presumption is that you are aware of and accept these risks together with responsibility for your activities and your safety. There can be no presumption that any given climb will be 

found in the condition described. It is therefore essential that climbers judge the seriousness or difficulty of any  route before committing themselves. While every effort is made to present accurate information, the 
information provided on this route card is compiled from a number of sources, it may contain errors and so should not be relied upon. Neither the FRCC, Arc’teryx nor anyone involved with the production of this card can be 

held responsible for any omissions or mistakes, nor liable for any personal or third party injuries or damage, howsoever caused, arising from its use. Copyright FRCC, may not be reproduced without prior permission 

5 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 Piers Gill Crag 
5 Pier of the Realm        23m        VS 5a         ** 

A Phizacklea, M Lynch-10 Aug1995 

A more recent find than the first three routes. An excellent well-protected route starting just 
right of the obvious Slanting Groove. Follow the triple flake crack system finishing awkwardly 
up the right crack. 

 

 
 

In case your route is occupied the other routes on this topo are: 
 
1 Watchtower   VS 4c 
2 Mazurka   S 
3 Verbal Abuse   HS 
4 Slanting Groove  HS 
6 Body of Society  HVS 5a 
7 Merchants of Death  HVS 5a 
8 Rock and Rolling  VS 4c 

Pikes Crag 
4 The Sentinel     77m      VS4c   ** 

P Fearnehough, J Wright - Easter 1960 

This route is easily identified by the 
striking face-crack which splits a square-
cut pillar 20m up the crag. Start at the 
right-hand edge of the steep rib, which 
lies immediately to the left of the green 
mossy gully of Urchin's Groove.  
1 18m 4c Steep and delicate climbing 
first up the rib, then trending left, leads 
to a grass ledge. 
2 24m 4c Climb the corner above the 
ledge for 5m to an overhang split by a 
crack. Climb the striking and bulging 
crack to the top of the pillar. 
3 20m Easier climbing straight up to a 
stance below and to the left of an 
obvious over 
hanging crack which can be seen on the 
skyline. 
4 15m 4c A Climb carefully up doubtful 
rock to the overhang and pull over it 
strenuously. Continue straight up the 
crack to a stance. Alternatively, the 
overhang may be avoided by climbing 
the corner above the stance, and 
traversing right across the clean wall 
above. 
 
 

  
 
The top of Pikes Crag is separated from the 
main hillside by a cleft, a short polished down 
climb leads to easy ground. Rope up or abseil if 
you are uncertain.  

 


