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UNTO THE HILL5 . . . . , 
Ernest M. Tumw 

In cht final consummation of all thinp we arc mld that man- 
kind will & divided into two group, the sheep and & goats. 
Bur while we inhabit this d y  sphere, we know that mankind 
is in any a irhmably split into two p u p .  Thttc arc the 
ardent lovers of the hib, and the lovers of the plains and the 
flatlands. Nor a n  the memhn of one p u  u n d t r s ~ d  rhc 

tE predilections of the h e r .  The devotee of e hills thinks it 
impssible that thtrt should be human beings so p m m e  as to 
prefer the dullaesai and amplitude of the plains m the exciting 
conmurs and W-g ridpi d the objects of his p i o n .  
The lover of tlat country thinks it merc idiqnrrasy that men 
should p& the high and r d e s s  parts of iht earth to tbe 
landscape of his choke, and instanca thc advantages of htacss, 
the chid being that the g h y  of the u p  sky can be observed & 
whole day long; and he is acutely unha py in hilly country, 

h d  bard ta understand. 
E suffering in fact born a Icind of dausmp obia which hill men 

Now the present writer makes no &guise of thc class to which 
he Mongs. Tk ~ ? Q ' J P W  d ' d ~  for this d e  would othemh 
be non-existent, So £or that matter would this ]ouraal, and our 
Club i d f .  Thc bills dominate our thhkhg, and tht thoughts 
of all lieminded with ourselves, They stand there as a 
cha l l en~  to us, to pit our physical strength against dxir vastnew; 
but mere tban that, the rruc hill lover ~ Q W S  &at they s@ to 
the spirit within us, inspiring us to turn fmm things of baser 
mould to h e  things tbat d y  m a w .  It is not for aothtng 
that ennobling thoughts, and all the great ad& creations of 
man, art dcsaibed as 'l& ' in anmpkion; and tbat a man 
wha is high-principled, with high ideals, is described as a man 
of lofty character. The c o d o n  between morals and religion 
and the high hills is a long one. The Psalmist in dre old days 
derived fresh strength from the thought of Zion built upon ' ebc 
holy hills '; and hills have been looked upon as rbt a w e  of the 
Divine Majesty from the time the ancient Israeli@ wandered in 
the wilderness r o d  the foot of Mmnt Sinai, m d w e  &n 
d q s ,  d e n  the men of Nepal and Tibet still M e v e  that Evtrcst 
and Rangchenjunga and their Himalayan aeighbours are rhe 
home of the e d s .  

Then Iet us call: to mind all that rhe hills mean to a tandscape. 



This has, in fact, been understood for generations. Think of 
k exquisite hilly landscapes which ~o often a pear in the 
background of early Italian painria of the dm or the 
Holy F d g .  And how much the &;;s w m  borne in mind by 
the early ' toyn planners!' Wbat would Rome have h e n  with- 
out her seven has, Athens without her Acropolis, or Edinburgh, 
tbe modern Athens, without her imprasive M e  d, or 
Salisbury Crags, or Arthur's Scat? The northem industrial city 
in which I was reared is built on tbe hills - ' There,' noted m e  
pcrspiwcious observer, ' the trams ~ d i ~ l y  uphill ' : 
and it is the vision of the surro & g hills wbich must make 
life tolerable for the inhabitants in many an otherwise drab 
Ptnnine cotton or W e n  town. 

And hen, what great variety- here is amongst hills1 - for they 
axe as moeglY differentiaid from each & as is each individual 
human being from his neighbour. What a dihenw there is 
between the moorh top and aofd roundcd m e s  and g r d  
oudiaRs of our nwrt &n d s, such as the MaIvms, con- 
t r d  with the rugged heights of C&hd ar Westmorlaud, 
m some of rht Scots giants, Ben Cruacban or S l i d  w h Nwis 
himself, ali of them enormousiy bulky p k s .  On a more 
majestic sale among the Alps this wm variety is manifest - 
&om the airy spires of the DoIomita, and the Charnonix 
aiffuillcs, to sno gummit of Mont Blanc, and of many 
lesser snowaowned eights. There is indeed a mountah for 
our evuy mod.  

"X 
And then, though your true mountain laver does not climb 

hills just for the views rhg afTord of tht nether d, how 
g d I y  is the rich heritage we can l d  out on from many a 
mountain top, from the luxuriance of our midland counties as 
seen from Bredon or the Malverns, to the wide views from such 
a mountain as Grassmoor, w W  beside;s embracing the Lakcland 
fell% traverses the whole of north Cumberland away to the 
Sdway Firth a d  the distant Galloway hills, or the splendid 
sweeping views over fantastic country a d  many a tiny lochan 
as seen from the hills around Inhadamph, in Suherland. As 
for views in the Alp, these s@ for themselves I 

And if the mountains are fine to look horn, they are also 
wonderfuJ to ]oak towards, w h k  it bc the humme wall of 
the W a  as, as sea from Darjeelhg, or the High Atlas which 
travdlm lave told me show themselves p d l y  behind 



Marrakcsh, in Moma,  or the noble triumvirate of Eiger, 
MSnch, and Junghq  seen from many points near Interlaken* 
or the summit of the Weisshorn from Malp, or the wd-known 
thrust of the Matterhorn h e  Zermatt, or the fascinating and 
restlm outline af the Cuiflias seen from the mast between 
Arisaig and W a i g  or even the view over Mof& Bay at 
sunset to the ~ o n i n g  summits of wr Lakdand hills. 

Nor is it: only the big mountains which make a lanhpe ,  
Much a h  is owing to the lidc hills. Adorable CacW corn- 
plem any view mar &wick, Castle Crag is an essential £atwe 
of the Borrowdale landmpe, the thriving resort of Llandudno 
owes not a little to its @tion between the two hills of rhe 
Great and Little Orme, and Carn Llidi, the topmost point of St. 
David's Head, in Pembrokeshkc, is barely 600 feet in heigh~ but 
beeaust of the absence of m m n g  heighb, and the very r d y  
nature of its slopes, has dI tht impressivcntss of a mountain five 
or six t imes as big. SUC Polly, too, n m  U h p l ,  is not very 
high, but is a most impressive feature of the R o w k  landscape, 
as well as a splendid viewpoint, as dl Iuvcrs d that wad and 
'@ country d agree. 

For m sel£, I can scarcely remember a time when tht his 
have n N  same share in my inner eonsciouannt. very ca* 
on in childhood was read to me a fascinating swry by Mrs. 
Molesworth, a onetime popular writer of children's stories, 
about a family that livid in an industrial town, from the window 
of an upper room in whosc house d d  be seen, far away, a 
white farmhouse g~~ amidst the hills that bounded the 
horizon, beyond the grimy streets. Tire vay ti& of the book 
now dudes me, bur I can still r d l  irs impression on me. I 
remember that the Mdren in the story were ins+ by what 
they s w  to go and seek this farmhouse - whether they found 
the farmhouse of their view, they did not know, but thcy 
certainly diwmered the hills and &eir beauty, contrasting so 
sttongly with he grimy city where h e y  dwdt. 
My i n d u d o n  to the hills was p t l e  enough. The 

Mdvcrns, the CIent Hills in Worcestqshire, Win Hill and Lose 
Hill and Mam Tar in the Peak Diw were the stepping stones 
in my education that led on to sterner st&. Then as a boy of 
eight I experienced the glories of Cader Idris - mg. h t  d 
mountain - and the mysteries of the saeestrewn Fox's Pa&. 
Later came waking tours through tbe hills of Snawdoaia - how 
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exciting to set fmt for the very first h e  on Y Wyddfa itsel£ I - 
and through Lakdand, when as a mm of nnuse one dimM 
all the higher fells. How pleasant it is through the lapse of 
yeustorecaphrre h t ' g 0 k . n  t ime'aphi  Then came two 
earlv visits to the Alps. of which vivid memories still remain. 
T& is, indeed, eve&ng to be said for encoura ' g young 
p p l e  to travel abruad while everything is fresh to trv e imagim- 
tion, and ~ U T  scnsca art at their keenest, wKile ' earth is crammed 
with heavea And evcrv common bush afire with God.' 1 can 
still r e d  t6e effect on me of the downward journey 
from Vdorbe to Lsusanne, when I was thirtcq made in tbc 
evcning l i gh~  after a hot t*Jn journey across Frame born Patis 
to Dijan, More climbing into the Juras, the effect of dwt short 
journey bein% dl tk greater by wtraat: with what had gone 
before, Thm rm the Savoy sidc of the Lake of Geneva stood 
a company of majdc shapes of enormous height - c d d  they 
d y  be mountains, or did they Mong to this mth? - the 
Dtnt d'Oche and hcr sister luminaria, all bthcd in that extra- 

&% reddish light of an Alpine s u m ,  a gorgeow spectacle, 
tspaci y when seen £or the &st time by the e of you&. None 'Ki of thest p k s  is much more than 8,000 feet gh, but that was 
pmdigiow for one who had mcr anything higher dun 
our British m. 

What enchanted holidays those were in one's d y  t e a s  I 
*Bhwasitinthat&wntok&ve, 
But to be young was very heaven.' 

and to he svouriog the deliahts of Switarlmd for he first time! 
'0 Switzerland!' wrote Mark Twpin, extolling irs praists in 
nustakic m d  in rhe Shm. " The farther it recedes into tk 
enri&ng haze of time, rhe more intolerably delicious the h m  
of it and the cheer d it and the glory and m a j q  and miamity 
and pathm of it grow . . . There are mounmins and mounmins 
and mountains in this world, h t  only these take yau by the 
M p , '  And Professor G. R. de Beer, in Ecupe to 
Swdta~~land~ a book written during the grim days of the war, 
desdm some of the simple things in Switzefld &at dck in 
the memory : ' The spacious cltadiness of the p t  offiaq the 
cheerful dingdongs as the trains p by, the nmtaesr and the 
tidiness of the chalets which do not in any way detract from the 
picturesque, mgee in thick c u p  wirb rolls and cherry jam at the 
buffet at Bade station (arrival platform) .' 



Our mutt an that first journey lad us by L a w m e  and 1Kon- 
trtux a d  st& Chillon, d e r  the. I3cat du Midi, a d  up the 
v d 9  of the %one by Martip? to Sion, that attractive =pit4 
of the VaIais. The route thence was up the Val d'Htcens, ia the 
porn1 motor 'diligence,' by spiral twidngs which took us 
quickly up to Vex, and then b crazy eaxth pyramids of 
E k g n q  above rhe foaming tatrent of the Borgne, to Ewol&ie 
and Haudh,  with superb views of the Dent B l d c .  The 
mad in those days was then succeeded by a rough pony track 
which after five miles of waking broqgbt one to Adla. What 
a Mecca to mchl Haw many perations of our countrymen 
have bund it evg.EhiaR an Alpine centre &odd bc, with its 
inmmparabh girdle oi Us, the Dents de Veisivi, the kipilk 
de la Za, Mont M a n ,  the snowy crest of the P i 5  Mont Blanc 
de Sdait, w a  nuf ~llwntains likc Mum h l i n ,  or rocky o u t h  
suth as La Row-! And what a superb cenm for wild 
h a s  1 And then &em was the litrie English church, tucked 
away in the pinewpds, where worship in s m h  surroundings 
was it& an inspiration. And on days of rdaxation, thExle were 
always rpmaller excursions to be made, such as to thc Lac Elm 
de L u d ,  at Satanma, with a little problem d& nearby, 
the Dent de S a a ,  W b o d  by Abraham as a ' tough little 
rock for its incb , '  Thue are placcs with a special flavour of 
their own, which a m  them to bc regarded with p%rticular 
affection, and ao be visited again and again. h i l a  ia o m  of 
&ex. 
We stayed at the ' Monr Collon," and Dorothy Pilfqr has noted 

how tbis rendmous has a h  contributd to tkt a W o n  its 
devatees Ecd for A d a  : 

' The long mbles of the ' hhnt Collon '; the s u b  so 
steep afber a ' hst day '; the crowded &s+wallad v m -  
dab whtre one sits on m e  chairs t6 gossip, to read 
detective novels, to play cards on wet days, with the kt 
against an el& heater; tbe misdaneous mms in 
which one interviews the guides over c& and liqueurs; 
the salon which has the ted plush chairs and sofa, a d  
r e p l  gold-tasselled c&s and the piano, but in which 
one may not smoke - what is there in dl &ex ta haid 
the bncy?' 

Yet the ' fancy is held,' n e v d x h s ,  and the ' Mmt Collon ' 
has especially a* to English Mk, sin= the days long a@ 
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when W d ~ r  Larden was served at the original inn with marmot 
soup under the gleam (and 4) of a pardin Imp, as he so 
charmingly tds us in Rrdccts'ons of an Old Mmnbainccr. 

From A d l a  we made our way by the Cd de W o n  to 
Praray&, in the Valpelline, tram@ the entire length of that 
fa&ating va&y - with exquisite views at its lower end of the 
Grivola and the G m d  Paradis - & at  the ancient town d 
Aosta, and then mwed up to Cowrnayeur, where we tried to 
get our teeth into somerhing the hotel menu called ' English 
roast beef,' wbile we admired the maffuficent Brenva fact of 
Mant Blanc in the evening light. Thqe folI~wed a quite exdting 
pedestrian tour round to Cbamonix by the Col de la Se+, the 
Col de h Ctoix du Bodomme, the Col du EEoahomme, and thc 
Col de Voza, a high level aplition round the cham of Mont 
Bknc, of which the early pioneers thnpht bghlg. 

A second visit to the Alps two years ater brought us again to 
Arolla, and included a walk over the Simplon Pass, and then a 
journey up the Val d'Anmsca to Macupga, from which in a 
first-class view of Mona R m ,  a n  thousand feet of rock and 
snow and ice, which we were fortunate enough to perceive in all 
itis rosy splendour, at sunrise one summer morning, when we 
emerged from the chalet where we had spent the night. T h e  
holiday was continued with a walk over the Monte Moro, and 
a mjwm at Saas Fee, that exquisite d l a ~  set amidst delightful 
pwturts below the immense wall of the MischaMhoner, with 
the mighty FeegIet~her curving round the dark ridge of the 
Langcfluh, and fine views of the other great peaks on the far 
ide of the Saasthal. We m a v d  the glaciers, and looked out 
from the passes to the peat peaks of the Zermatt region, the 
Matterharn and the Weisshorn predominating, and climbed our 
first real snow mountain in the Alphubel. In moments of re- 
laxation we read the accounts of the early exploration of these 
p k s  and passes by Sir Ahd Wills, in Wanddtl~s ammg the 
High Alps, or as &mild by h e  iirst members of the Alpinc 
Club in their original journals. How,o£ten the cud of Sass 
seems to have bcen a willing partner on these expaUons! Trdy, 
the Church has horn the first b m  a d a t e d  with the craft of 
Alpine climbing ! Om recalls the featg of another priest, 
AchiIle Ratti, who, as Pope, became Pius XI. And cl imbi i  
annals are full of the doinp of luminaries of the English 
Church. 



Saas Fee is om of those p l a q  like Ar- which captivate the 
heart and mind, a d  for which English p p l e  h e  a speaal 
a fh ion .  It is artainZy a plaee to which one returns time and 

even though it may now be up a first-class motor mad, 
iadimd of the rough Kapellmwcg, tddm by so many of m in 
the oid days. 

This second Alpine holiday of my youth was completed by a 
stay in Kmdmteg. Since then how many timesr have 1 re* 
to the Alpine regions, how many Welsh crags and n d w n  fells 
and Sootiish bens d e d ,  how many exciting mountain 
sceoetr beheld both hcre and abmd; and yet tfic miad j p s  
back in prpd ddight to the early days of boyhood and youth, 
whea om 1-t to walk and dimb the hills, and lm thm with 
as padonate an a h i o n  as is @It this d c  of idolatry. 
Sudy for m y  0 t h ~  a h  bas the foundation for a love of thc 
hills ken w 1 y  laid, and surely many tm could an a d y w  * to this. 



MOUNT RUAPEHU AND ITS CRATER LAKE 
N. E. Ode11 

There occurred on Christmas Eve, 1953, a railway accident, 
unprecedented in the history of New Zealand, when the 
Wellington-Auckland express, jua north of Tangiwai, crashed 
through the bridge over the Whangaehu River, then a raging 
torrent, involving a total casualty list of 151 persons. Tbis river 
has its source in the small Whangaehu Glacier* which lies high 
on the south-eastern flank of the crater of Ruapehu, New 
Zealand's culminating volcanic summit of the North Island. 
Actually the crater is composite, conforming to a ' caldera,' and 
consists of an outer rim enclosing an area of about a mile and a 
half Iong from north to south and half a miIe wide, within which 
at its southern end is an inner vdcanic cone with a central crater 
occupied by a lake. Thc latter is nearly circular and approxi- 
mately 600 yards across, whilst permanent fields of ntvt fdl the 
depression between the inner cone and the outer rim on the 
north, west and south, and form ice-cliffs in places along the 
border of the Iake. On the e a s t  side of the lake rises a cone 
of scoria (cinders) and ash, culminating in Cinder Peak 
(Peretini), often called the Pyramid, whose outer slope 
falls steeply to the Whangaehu Glacier. Ruapehu's highest 
poinr Tahurangi, 9,175 feet, is situated on the crater-rim 
to che southward, and overlooks thc lake. It was during what- 
has been claimed to be the first complete ascent of the mountain 
in 1879 by George Beetham and Joseph P. Maxwell, of 
WelIington, that this crater-lake was discovered, and surprisingly 
found to be h0t.t O n  only two subsequent occasions has it been 
reported as frozen over, for usually it is warmed by volcanic 
vapours from below, and at times it steams suongly. Often a 
sulphurous scum is scattered over its surface, which otherwise is 

*Pronounced Wha-nee-hu: not ' Wong-gy-hoo ' as frequently hcard- 
vide Sir Peter Buck, The Coming of the Maori, p. 76. 

t T h e  First  Arrcenf oJ Mount R w p e h v ,  N .Z . ,  and a Holiday Jautrt 
t o  Mnunta Ruapehit, Tongari~o ofov~d Ngnzaruhoe. George Beetham. 
Pri\$arely printed. London : Harrison and Sons, 1926. 

Thc actual first ascent, however, of one or other of the summits of 
Runpchu appears to have been made in thc late 1850's or early 1860's 
b y  Sir George Grey, who initially experienced great difficulties, as had 
others, on account of the tapu placed on the mountain by the Maoris: 
vidc N . X .  Alpi,nr: Jou~rrnl I J ,  1895, 75. 



of a milky eolour. There is i n d g  evidence of variation in 
depth of the crater, and thedore of the depth of the l&, in the 
recat past. At the time of the great eruption of Rmphu in 
1945, a mass of rnoIan lava rose to form first an i s l d  in the 
lake, and later to occupy the whole B m r  of tht ma-. This was 
shquent ly  withdrawn, or blown out by explosion, d a pit of 
about 1,000 feet resulted, which was ewnWy filled up with 
water. In 1950, homer, an adventurous party of the N.Z. 
C a n d g  A s m i a h  ascertained that the greatest depth of the 
r~formed lake was 264 k t  at &t point d p h c i  
activity in 1945; whilst sowdings over much of rhe F"1 omom else- 
w h m  indicated anything from 60 feet w 130 feet. Since the 
Taqiwai disaster, further enterprising can* wrying their 
craft to the top d the mountah, have @Q &Led on the 
mysterious foaming waters of the cram-lake, and they have 
recorded appmxhatcly the same depths as p r c v W g .  

It was the b d g  of its barrier of work, ash and n h i ,  at the 
lowest notch in the crater-rim south of the Pyramid on 24th 
D c c a k ,  1953, and the sudden outlet of the fakewater, that 
was tht cause of the flooding d the Whangad*I River, with its 
load of volcauic mud and boulders, which travelled a total 
distame of twenty-five m;la to Tangiwai, But two p o i n ~  
initially were nor dear: (I) whether r e n d  volcanic acrivity 
had played any part in cawing the sudden collapse of the M t r ,  
and ( 2 )  if the l a m  consisted predominantly of n M  and had 
thus bcen melted through. It can be a i d  at once &at the report 
d Mr. James Healy, of the N.Z. Geological S u m q ,  before the 
Baard of Enquiry on the Tangiwai Disaster (dted briefly in 
The T h c s  of llxh May, 19541, stated c a t c p i d y  that 
there was no evidence of earthquake or volcanic d i m  to 
bring abut the collapse of the hk&arrier, and allow the rcl- 
of the large b d y  of water h i t  f o r d  the d d v e  ' Iahar '*, 
or mud and boulder flow, in the lower reacha of the Wbangachn 
river. 

Our firs atttmpt in February, 1952. to reach the top d 
Ruapehu and view the mter-Eake was fraught wi& &sappoint- 
mat ,  since my wife and L experienced vcty bad w e a k ,  and on 

* 'Labar,' a Jawan= term, Fcfttring to a torrential mudtlm, musod by 
the butsting of a volcmic miter-lalcc; or the mcltlng of snow and ice 
by volanlc hat; or by the tlctioo of rain on ash dtpdsited on the steep 
flatlks of voImnw. 



the upper snow-fields, in thick cloud a d  wind, we were 
unable to see any- beyond a few yards, eventually that 
we might stumble into the lake i d .  However, in May 1- 
m mute to the Science C o n p  in Auckland, we t u r d  aside 
to the CMteau Hotel in Tongab National Park, and in perfect 
mther again made tbe ascent by the & d - w e s t a t ~  aide. 
From the CMteau at  3,710 feet, me a n  motor up to ca. 5,100 
kt by rhe &my road, and the ,000 kt inV0l.w~ an 
easy walk, with a minimum of and the final straight- 
fornard slopes of rbe er. This $lacier, 
in~identalip~ like others on the mountain, seem to be in a ntate 
of slow huk~hrinkage, but a d n g  to Mr. L. 0. Kre& of 
Wanpui ,  it h not in recent years &own such evidence of 
terminal m t  as have the others. As to atant idations of 
maximum advance of these g h e r s  during or since the Pleisw 
m e  Epoch, polishod rodrs arc w be found not lower than about 
6,090 feet on the northern side of Ruapehu. Moraines arc con- 
spjcuws by their h a ;  and only in the case of the W&to 
(or Mmga-rri) glacier, on the castern side of the m d n ,  
are there any dear signs d old moraines, terminal or M, 
whih this glacier, I understand, indhtrs no lower elevation of 
farmer glaciation rhan in the case of the Whakapapa. The WID 
pact and massive charactm of the Iavw, varying in cornpition 
from hypersthenpandesite to b a d ,  may be a factor which 
inhibits rock4iagmentation and the formation of morainic 
material. But o h  cotuributing (mgative) facims are no 
doubt the sluggkhnejs as well as the thinness of these &, 
rather than true glacier, masts. 

During a perf- morning, when iight cloud still lingered in 
rhe valleys, we were surprised on abe upper glacier to see a 
rna@cem mushroom-lik d u r n  of smoke, simulating that of 
an atomic bomb explosion, suddenly arise from the summit of 
Mt.  Ngauruhae (7,515 ka), tome ten mires away m ~IC north- 
east. It was just one went in a sut&n of gasexplodom and 
Iava-emkiom dmt have been i n t e d t ~ ~ n d y  d u i n g  for many 
months down to the time of writing (December, 1954J from 
New Zealand's single active volcano. On reaching the h m c  
(or Patatau, 8,700 feet), at tbt head of tht Whakappa glacim, 
we obtained at once a commanding and impressive view of the 
crater-lake, M a d  by thr Eughw m t e d  portion of the crater- 
rim, which culmina~s in the p d  of Tahurangi. The lake is 
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enclosed by steep banks of snow and scsria: on &c ndxxn, 
eastern and muthem sides. whilst cliffs o£ o f  inter-bddd 
with ash drop some fifty 4 sixty fm itn westan mugin. 
The water appeared a milky blue, maked with whitism and pale 
yeUm exudations from its depths and, with the rich galden 
lighting of the late afterdmn upon its serrated rocky and mawy 
frame, formed a pxdiariy romantic md beautiful prospect. The 
thought struck one &at the m I v  Maoris bad denied t h d v c s  
much by placing such a &ct tap; on any ascent of the mu+, 
thereby forbidding access to this lovely and indeed inspiring 
scene! The did not pennit of our prmeeding beyond thc Dome 
on tbis occasion; so leav' thc top at 4-15 we descended io fast 
time to the car at the hea of the road, and were back at the 
CMteau bv 6-30. 

T 
A briui;$t dav foIlawed. and I decided to make another ascent 

for the purpose'of closer &mination of the crater-lake outlet, 
and hopefdly to reach the bighes point, Tahumngi. Travelling 
solo, in quick time I made my way up by the same ghcier 
rou*, haltihg only for oc~asiooal observations; and d&hg the 
Dome, p m c d d  westward and southward along the ianw flank 
of the crater rim below Parttetaitonga (9,025 f e t )  to dxs 
kgaturnnuu Glacier. The lamr farm an extended W of 
dvc! to the foot of Tahwngi, and b reach it from the girdle 
traverse that 1 bad embarked upon, it was necessary to &end 
several hundred feet of s w p  and schrund-rent ice-slopes. Form- 
nately I had provided m y d  with crampom, which greatly 
rcduced tbt amount of mpcutting necessary, and ere long I had 
rea&d the snow-crest of the crater-rim at thc north-western foot 
of Tahurangi. Thence foIlowed wmc two w three hundred feet 
of step icedraped rocks and by &out 4-10 p.m. I was standing 
on Ruapehu's culminating point. A ttvly amazing panmama 
is commanded from this eminent point: across and bey& the 
partially shadowed czater-lake MOW was N p d e ,  with its 
biIlowing m u  of ashy cloud sharply confined at some 6,000 
feet above its summit to a mere fantatic mamm; m u d  west- 
wacds to tbe far h o b  one g d  b o n d  a glowing mist-flecked 
terrain ta the symmemcal cane of Mt. E p w t  (8,260 feet, New 
Zealand's ' Fujiyma '), precisely eighty arid a quarter miles 
distant; and southwards one codd idd£y, some thirteen 
miles off, the site of the calamity of Tangiwai, lying just dear cd 
the mighty cone of purple shadow cast from auapehu by the fasr- 



&king sun. W 8cen ham a mouaub-top at amsee n u t  
always b not merely impressive but dmt  ovm-: SU& 

asto~aonetothspgtinhddessadm;peion. BurI&l lM 
abgmywgoandswne f w t k  imp- &sewations to &. Dropping down the astern ridge and icedopes m d s  
tHe Pyramid, I soon bud myself on the broken ashy in the 
vicinity of tbe outlet a£ &t er&cr-k. The law was dearly 
draining, as for long it has, though a tunnel in this d i r o d d d  
nkv4, arid over a lip af solid lava and/or tuff (compacted as411 ; 
and then after a p p m - h g i n a ~ f w m e d b y a a a U a p s e a f  tbe 
dFrk mwr, tbe warex a d d  be s e ~ n  to uke ie plunge b w t h  
tbe main m a s  d the Wlumga&u Glacier. BMy, it would 
appear to have k n  the mtnvtmen& settlement and creming of 
the Enixed dvt5 and ash on the crater-rim at &is point that relead 
the watm of the lake which 4 for an unknown period, become 
pent up h v e  the dl, OP lip$ of compact law, Thus, when 
&cd pmure had b m  d, or p~agmdve melting Id 
p~esedtd, or W, the dam must have finally given way an 
ChrkmmaBve, I l w v e ~ f ~ ~ o f t h w e ~  
in the current b of b 7 0 d  Ghaolo y (m, 19551, 
whilst a variant of this a&& has appcdlcd in $ A I M  jomd 
for May, t 955. News has lady d e d  me that the level d the 
em-Eake has dropped two or three feet, although last year's ice- 
a v e  is mmpletdy d&. MoreoverF. the ht ace tioaally dry and 
hot summer baa mused an irnmmx amaunt o P surface mj. 
and wastage of the glaciers, so that whtre h w 1 y  wwc ice 3 
snow, now p a t  a m s  of vd& ash and scoria are ~ p o s d ,  
which derive fmm the mptim of 1945, 

F a h g  p r e y 4  my h g e h g g ;  and d d i a  a Iong, 
step modope, now £toam to had  i q  I reached 51 e k p  
~ b f t h e ~ ~ d , w h k h ~ @ a p 4 # f a e t ~ r t t e  
Iakanitsmm-nsidc A ~ I p a s s e d d a n ~ ~ d ~ a n d ~ ~  
m q  the mcmn waa rising, and man thruagh n dear sky its I i t  
affordad d that was miway fur rapid pogrea. Wbila mgking 
my way down the Widcappa Gbw, its d a c e  sparNiq in 
the m m n b s ,  1 to wondering why d i m b t ~ ~  m SQ prone 
to rush early h m  heir sum* and &us miss &e gI.ies d 
sunset dbsdving into mannlight u p  the mount&. 



A tough impatient hand on my shoulder aad an e x h d  v& 
inviting me to ' &me and la& at thiq' tumbled me out of bed 
and into a dream world. We were p p 1 y  attired for 
in pyjamas of m a p  hua, as out we studied on to the lawn of 
J i  Henderson's bely ' Runpact ' bunplow on the outskim 
of Darjeeling. Dawn was breaking and there, only fifey miles 
away moss inmeaing range after range of dark bluegreen 
foothills, floated like a sca a£ d i m t  cloud the mighty sunlit 
snow bastiom of Kangchajunga, For Mi an hour we d 
spellbound d shivering, drinkbp; in the beauty of that wonder- 
ful scene - now in imagination cutting steps up W c  mow 
ridges, m d g  g l i s b g  ice do- and d i n g  -b1c 
b-; now calling atrention ro some new discclvery, somc 
new breathtaking hture ;  now turning to pick out the ncigh- 
bourin~ icedad giants J a m ,  Kabru, Talung, Pmdim . . This 
was my first sight of the great mountain and as I swept binoculars 
over its awluthuo l b k  it d part d the drtam to d i s c  that 
in a few weeks time we owelves w d d  be there exploring the 
mighty S.W. face which rises from the Yaluryr glacier, to find, if 
possible, a routc on ro the great ice shdf at 25,000 feet. The 
cold, the damouring demands of apptite and a growing sense 
of propriety eventually drove us indoors, won to begin the hal 
hectic preparations - orpising Iaads, hiring ewfies, engaging 
m ~ u n  -g shqasJ fixing terms, byyiag native hcds&q 
haggling, athatirig, d y s i a g ,  cabling, phoning . . . 

Three days laxer on the 10th April we were on the move. The 
advance party of Europmns laving. with the main cat~van was 
composed of Trevor Brakam, Hon, Secretary of the Himalayan 
CIub, Dm Matthem aur W m  %lad h t o r ,  Jack T u k  of 
the Fd and Rock and q d f .  Our L d e r ,  John Kmp, who 
at that time was Headmaster o£ Hyderabad Public ScbaoI, was 
still shackled to a desk but had ananged to race after us by 
double marches a few days later, togaher with Gilmour MIS 
who had bcm with him on Kabm the year k c .  We had 
engaged eight Sherpa mountaineers and &*five pwbets, of 
whom twenty-five w a r  N+ and the rat S h q a  d m .  
Our Sirdar was A j a ,  whose name is &ady asmiaxl with 
many expeditions, inchdhg the successful but ill-fated French 
expedition to Annapurtma in 1950: our atha Sherpas were Mu, 



P a s q  phutar, Ang Dam's 2, 3 and 4, Lathakia and Pasang 
Dorje. 

Far some time it had not been possible to obtain a permit to 
pr[Ked throqh S i b  north of Pamionchi and our approach 
mute therefore lay dong the Siofla ridge which forms the 
boundary between Nepal and Sikkim. For the tlimbing 
the SingaliIa ridge is inmesting, healthy and god for acclim- 
ahtion,  but for the main party of porte~s it is far h m  i d 4  as 
thc passes are covered in deep snow in April, heavy st~m may 
be encounted and fd for coolies cannot be obtained along tEre 
rid* During the early stages of the march we ~rezdced alon 
this switch-back at an average height o£ 10,000 faz-t h u g  R 
rugged mountain country. On eithm hand long sweeping 
vallqs with steep slopes covered with rhddendron bushes 
wound into blue depths and in the crisp air of early marring we 
muId see ahcad of us the snowdad peaks d the p t e r  
Himalaya. 
On the fourth day out, a tremendous storm arose at  Nyathang 

whilst we were having dinner. W e  had no cammon mas tent 
at d h  t ime and were hdiug in our individual tents. SuddmIy 
far a single, stunning, litcraiiy electrifying moment of time, the 
universe exploded and became all sound and light The metal 
plate in my hand a p p a d  to expand into a blinding ball of blue 
&me, a searing  pa@^ ran along my right arm, the plate was 
whippad inm the air, scattering its contents, whilst I was f l q  
violeody backwards to the rear waI1 of the rent. A sewad later 
there wm a relieved and thankfuI acceptance I bad escaped thc 
faa of a burnt offering, but some chagrin regarding the wholede 
distribution of food. As I was groping about searching for 
chicken kgs and picking up accasianal peas J heard Trevor in 
the next tent shout--I Are you alI right, Ron ?' ' Yes, I'm 0.K. 
Trevar, but I have been struck by lightning and my right fore- 
arm hs been burned. How are you?' ' I have been struck also, 
bur. , .' ' . . . so have I,' came from a third tent, ' and I've lost 
my so and so potatoes . , .' We dimhed in laughter and assured 
Jack we also were fellow k s .  A little later one of the law 
m t s  for porters was ripped to pieces and we worked &rough 
the height of the storm improvising sheIm. The next morning 
as the rising sun brought life a d  warmth, transforming a 
purple land in& a world of colwr, the happy voices of Sherpa 
d i e s  replaced the thunder of the storm and ro the west on the 



far horizon, rougldy eighty mil# away, could be seen th 
brilliant sunlit  snow slops of Cho Oyu, Everest and Makalu. 

At Megarhang, on the 16th, aher another heavy storm during 
the night, twenty-four NepaIese coolies da&d us and 
thereafter we had to reoqgmk loads and proceed by relaying 
them. On the 17th we crowd the Garakhet La (14,200 feet) 
and the Dain La (15,000 feet), the latter beinff waist deep in 
snow, and some of the c o o k  must have sdwd &y. The 
majority wore no foot gar and a few were without snow gog les. P As a result, one or two were affected merely with snow b ind- 
ness, but although dl bare-footed cooties camphind of cold, none 
ap-d to suffer host bite. The Mlowing day we equipped 
everyone with some makeah& protection for feet and distributd 
all our spare snow goggles, which just suficed to cater for the 
n d y  . 

The Chudab La (15,800 feet) was crossed on the 19th and 
whiIst on the pass another swere snow storm broke. We had 
considerable difficulty getting everyone over the mow covered 
pass and down to dq with loads intact: some food was lost 
which was later to cause us mu& m m n .  

Heavy mow enulwntmd during Ehc Pemainder d the 
a& to Tsuam at the h t  of the Y a l q  Glacier. On the Semo 
La (15,300 fwt) for example, the north side is d p  steep, 
and we were all engaged getting coolies safely down, s c v d  
burs being spent desmdiry: 2,000 ft. of snow and ice slop. 
Here again a number of laads were accidentally, or otherwise, 
rolled down the pass, their contents being scattered far and wid: 
as their bands were burst and once more some Eood was 10% 
On the 21st April we arrived at Tseram (14,500 feet), so mm- 

pleting the &st important phase of tbe journey. Here we paid 
off most d our mlies, retaining only the bar for carrying loads 
as far up the glacier as they could go; thetcafrer we i&cd on 
our eight Sherpa mountdmen. We ampad on a Iwdy alpine 
meadow surrounded by ine trees and rhododendron, carpeted 
with alpine flowers and ! mding, during the summer d s ,  a 
herd of a b u t  forty yaks. Up to about sixty years ago a d 
community lived at Tscram, but now for ten d s  or so of the 
year there is only a yak hetdsman and his famiIy from the nei&- 
bowing village of Khuna, two days to the northwest To the 
north the snowy rampam of Habru couId be seen a~endhg into 
the blue of heaven and the savage aspect of its face coupled with 



the thunder d distant w&n& aad glacier c ~ n t r a ~ ~ d  
vividly wirb our c m p  site of grassy glad- and the tinkling of 
yak bells. 

Another £md problem arose at Tser;un because the headman 
of Utura did not honour the -nt, made by an advance 
rcmnnahnre in Januq ,  to supply us with Tsamp (-Ed 
barley) and Am (native flour) hr BUT Sherpas. Our Sirdar 
d o * & s h c r p h a $ ~ ~ f e t o b ~ ~ ~ m g e t  
supplies and did not s r r d  in o b W g  dl that was requkcd: 
coupld with our pmhus W k this meant &at both 
Sherpas and o d v a  m e  on hart rations at a later period. 

~ r e m  Twarn, Braham and J pdd w ahead one day behe 
the others, to q and discover a mute tbrotyfh the Yalung 
Glacier bur the main p t y P  who had tbat day h joined 
Rempe and Levpis, caught u with us whilst WE were d & 3 
aploringW In rhe lower r t tZlt G G w  is covered with a 
mass of mmes and bauldm a d  is cawed by mavtmcnt and 
weathering a d o n  into a - of deep valleys d seat ia di& 
with dirty gGer paoh at their fw through and around which 
it is n- to find a wag. The g k  is about &C mila 
1 q ,  but the laver Id£ is easily ciraunvexld by travelling along 
ablation valley8 bed by natural a&n on both sides* 'RE 
glacier ncvcrthelw~ has to be 4 in this lower section. 
Firstly thcrz is a rather ~ w k w d  dacent to the g1du floor 
down e x d p  steep fOQw rubble slqm f o 1 1 d  hp inremiti" 
able M d t t  happing o v a  boulder d ice: dopes. Alhugb 
I= than mo miles in width it tmk many burs to weave a 
fortmm path thraqh the quarry of stone and rubble in the 
broiling sun. 

From the far side, Jack Tuck a d  I pressed an to have a 
preliminaq loak at the mountain, amp on thc s lop  of 
Kabm at .t83000 feet, from where we had a splendid view am- 
the valley to the immense face d mik and i a  comprising the 
mth-=st face of b g h e a j m p .  

Thee days hter we joined the rest of the party who were 
toiling up rhe d e y  to establish a mmmissance camp at 16,500 
feet. D m  exphrations from hese IC;empe and B b  came 
across the d n s  of a camp site at 16,000 feet. Nearby, 
marked by a w d m  crass, was the grave of Lieut. Pache, the 
S w k  dimbet who, mgdier with porters, ww over- 
whelmed in an aw.alao& dukg the 1905 mpedi~on. Several 



old tins lay aroutld and tent platforms were clearly discernible, 
the whole camp giving an impremion of recent hahitation despite 
the hpse of time. FolIowing tlrploray work by us dl to fiad 
a safe mute, Braham and 1 went ahmd to ~e if we d d  plaw 
base camp in the natural basin below tbe south-west face, A 
d a n p m s  way was found through heavily crevassed areas 
covered with avalanche debris and we established camp at 18,000 
feet 

All our future eacplorations were made from tbe upper basin 
and for rhree weeks we: lived in this wosderhl amphithtatrc, 
surrounded by t iee difL and stupendous rodr bum- 
&g upwS plves ar much as 6,000 fen and then 
upwards again to the v~ summit f 0,000 feet away in vertical 
height. 

Avalanches were heard probably e v q  ten minub or so and 
we ucvtr 4 to marvel at the mpihmt qxmdc of 
hundrcds of t h o d s  of tons of ice £ a b g  housands of feet 
from the ice shelves, to be ground and pulverised into p m t  
clouds of 6nc mow -& which advanced rapidly across the 
+er at speeds upwards of 60 m.p.h. 
The first mute tried war via the Tdung k c  fall, the top of 

which is at an altitude of about 20,000 fcet and leads iota a cwm 
below the Talung saddle from where it was hoped rn mike left 
to attain a ' hog's back ' or mow ridge lading on m the lower 
end of rhe p t  snow shelf at about 23,500 feet. Braham and I 
climbed through the Tdung ice fall to within 100 feet or su of 
this cwm on the same day that we togetha pitched base m p .  
On the steep lower slopes, covered with powder snow, T m  
who was leading, came oB, but saved himself by b d m g  in the 
approved fashion witb his ice me. Disre@ng the bdeting 
he had d v e d  we returned again to the foot where, after a little 
rest, we ~ t h g e d  positions and, ascending by a mom direct 
mute, eventually fwnd a way to a poiat just bdow the Up of the 
cwm. 

Two days later wbm Lewis joined us we got to the rim by 
striking leh near the top and ascending a short gully on the I& 
hand edge o£ the ice fall; here, Lewis and I left Bxaham and 
m d e d  a 300 feet rock buttress which afforded us a wonderful 
view rhmuxh moving mist and cloud into the Talung Cwm. 
Before a m h h g  the rock b u m  we diiplpyed horrible rope 
technique over a tteacherous 100 fdot d o n  and I think we 



were d r a k  lnhamerI oh ouraelveg. The b u m  was easy to 
~ w i r b , & f i r s r d p i t & b e i n g a ~ y f o l l O W B d b y a -  
etaverse a£ which the first move was an errba t ing  simian 
swing across a gullY on to a 15 fa 'hand traverse.' W e  
returned in worsening weather and my d u q  notes for the day, 
probably e&g dl wr thoughts, a d  tersely - 'Enjoyed rhe 
adversity. h t  day since leaving R n g l d  
On the grh, the atire party joind us and cancentrated on 

Wing a way into the cwm,-but were baullcd by a huge 15 fmt 
wide crevasse just beyond d ~ e  rim; the short gully route was 
written off as too m s  although even Wcr right whwc 
we worked our way % h  oug , the mute passed over and by 
awassa and =acs m n  with a v h c h e  debris. h ~ t ,  
Tucker and Braham twice m u d  and made determined &rts 
to cross this seat aevaase, but without avail. 

And now the party was re-united it tKeafne possible to 
appreciate ro the thE the enlivening qualities of a common mess 
tent. There we wauld congregate with wet fn>zen with 
hwed back sod bterally curved spine pressing against the wet 
wall of the tent, scared painfully on small tim of variws sizes 
but consistent hardness, with one's aching knees doubled tight at 
nn elmation lugher &an one's aching mt. Awful eramp wauld 
develop, demanding stretching or mom one's kp - but this 
type of d d k t e  manoeuvrt usually involved u p d n g  the salt 
containex, the  milk k d t  or some wber vital item ~f fbod, to the 
msided le  annoyance of the ozha s*g inmates who 
realid, n c v d d w ,  thdr own incipient rtpntian of the same 
d i s m u s  manmyre. 

But the mess tent bad its compensations! Jack was a 
rantear  of no m a n  order and his rollickinff laugh irresistible; 
and Don was a tonic in h i n d  withant his pills. The nigh@ 
wrre long and cold. Often, we turned into ow bags at dusk 
(6-30 p.m.) to write up our lop and ~ecurd experiences by 
flick+ candle light, not ernerghg until 5-30 am. or so the 
following mornin . 

At this point, w%rt two of our Sherpas were away down mc 
valley searchi i  for suitable lqp with which to bridge rhc Tdung 
e v e ,  we turned our attention ra the main Kangthenjunga 
ice fall. One or two ather psib'iries were tentatively examined 
at &Rerent rimes as oppmclraity aihdcd, but our principal 
effortswerethetwoicehllrecces. 



The main kt fall is in two parts, tr per and hwcr, C Q ~ ~ ~  

bg P long, ammt horizoetal ma& &e lower pur in bumwed 
on the wat side by a 1,000 bet rock rib, & ti& hand side of 
which falls steeply to &c main glacier flw*. 
On the 13th May we split into two parties and made initial 

probes. 
The next day Kempe, Braham and Tudru left the a m p  at 

6 a.m. to attempt the left hand route and an hour lam M s  
and I were on our way to see if we could ascend the right hand 
d e  of the ice. fall from where, mly in the day, wc hoped to get 
an to tbe b m & g  right rib and then= p m d  upward on 
mdr. By 9 am. Lewis and I found ourselvc& about 300 feet 
above and well t~ the right of the o h  

- .  plany apcr- ienung great dificulty and who eventual y returnad to camp at 
midday. 

We, ourselve~ had not kea able to c m  an to what I believed 
was eaap r d  and, for d e r  four to five how, we had to con- 
tinue through dap.gecous but buautifuf ice :edtious. For 
eight exhilarating hours we were cutting steps and hacking a 
way up glianhg walls sculptured in the g I d g  icc. 
Repeatedly we thought we had come to some impasse but always 
we dimered m e  way d turning or surmounting the f iculty.  
Now we prodded cautiously across =me hacent l d h g  stretch 
of snow, interlaced below by a matrix of hidden crtva-, into 
whose icy blue- een depths we would s~~ddenly gaze as with 
our ice axes we f roke tbe a s t  of hard snow: next we would 
a s c e n d a o i c e r i b o n m a ~ ~ n o w ~ ; ~ ~ ; e r b i n ~ o u r  
chances, mmpon quickly a m s  the debrimwrad slopes Mow 
a mighty serac or threatening ice tower. Gil's shorter hame 
repeatedly experienced &culty with the spacing of my steps 
but time was p* and he continued uneompW@p. At 
long last, ro our peat relid, ascending twc-thir& of the ice 
fall, we m e  sued in breakhg across on to the rack rib 
from where we quickly ascended t~ the top, it asaund 
3 p.m. 

From Mow, in base camp, our ascent had becn f&wd hqx- 
fuUy through b i d a r s  but during rn return anxiety moanred 
as dusk fell. We expetiend gat &Wty at one pint where 
we loat much tim and d d m s s  was Mhg when, aired but 
elated, we mcr a group coming out m meet us with chappaties 
and hot tea. 



The mutt we had p i m d  was through unW ice con- 
ditions and we thaqh~ Shupgs should not bc a d d  to climb it 
with l d g .  Earb ncsft msming, therefme, we d set out to 
force a mute low h on m ow simple rack rib, but quickIy 
abandoned the idea ;as being daagrous in h e  atreme. Whilst, 
thedore, the  mt of thc party stt off to m a m i n t  the c r m  
above the Talung i e  MI, LRA& and I ur lored the eastern d i f f s  
toseeifweddgffaiathetopofthe I& ribviathatside. We 
arrived at the top in the early &nmn but the asant was aver 
d i d t  rock not suitable br Shqms* ~ r a  wsxlccessive chimneys 
of V.D. standaxd bein pmidarly mcraode. Nevmldas, 
wMa demxding we % *scova:ad a dmpIe, hidden and most un- 
a p d  way dowll over which it was hard aecrn=V a, do K mwe than walk on steep r d  and scramble awn sgee slop. 
Elation once more ! T h e  cgposcd rock cli& had seemed most 
unlikely but the way discovered m irr ht easy and a few 
+om a d  1 4 s  d rope at the tridcy p d c d  an easy 
route even for heavily laden Sherpas. 

We therefore established camp on tht rib at 2 1,000 feet, level 
with the top of the lmer im fall, in order to continue our 
h d g a t i o n s  from there, M e  mqhg out much M e r  
aphation, however, news arrived that an avalanche had hit rhe 
glacier camp. Our h r ,  who the day before had been hit by 
a falling a t m e ,  severdy darn- his right hand and breaking 
his Iitrle w, J M ~  dashed out: of his t a t  in bare feet auos tlre 
stow m d n e  to ewpt what he though would be annihilation, 
and bad been overcome by the blast. Handicapped as he was by 
his injury, the Sherpas had had ro as& him into a change of 
clothing, &q provided hat drinlts and got him into a sleeping 
bag, but he was, horn reports, obviously yery shaken. It was, 
M o r e ,  decided for a variety of m m  to d i m h u e  o p a -  
tiw, return to the glacier base a m p  and have a fhd l~& at tht 
T a l q  ire M. 

We had a long dimmiw and it was eventually decided that 
the day Ecllawing the return to b e  camp, Trevor and I, with 
SbcrpaBalu, shauldmoff inafinaIammpttogainthe'N 
back ' on the Tdtmg route. We a p e d  lmmeen us to trp 32 
top left band gully mt which had previously ken out of 
favour and w e  set 08 in the wry early mwning, 3y 10 o'clock, 
just as we were dimbing out of the gully to at long last enter the 
cwm, the world became a meding, whistling stream of stones. 



M W o n d y ,  aIthwgh I was in front, I a p e d  mthtd,  but 
Bdu was bit in the back and Trwm was & on the head, 
receiving through the thick padding of his hadgear, a long scalp 
wound which bled profusely. Trevor p k m r l y  stagged to his 
feet and, although h o s t  in a state of tollape, s q g l d  
b d .  QuidY we scrambled out of the gully into the am- 
p a d v e  safety of the cwm. With snow and ice packs we were 
able w staunch the flow of blaod and aspirins bdpd to ease the 
pain, The kciden5 howwa, killed our ambitious plans hr the 
day and s l d y  we set aB back. During the rmrn, Trevor was 
obviously suffering cmsiderabIe pain and was not at all ~ready in 
his movements, but he repeatedly guided and &&ed M u  
who was somewhat u m e d .  Unce OR the ice fall, BaIu 
hurried ahead ta warn the orhers. Back in camp, part of 
Trevor's h a d  was dipped and shaved and bis wound stitched. 
W e  now broke camp in real carnest and dropped down to o w  

original base camp below the main basin. From here the 
bU07wing day, Tmor and Don set off back to uvilisation and 
1- altitudes where they d d  more quickly recover. The 
ra t  of us stayed on another two days in order to attempt T a l q  
Peak and make a final assessment from afar of the mutes 
atrempted on Kangckajunga. 

Two days later we returned; the m Q m n  was abut to break, 
we were almost without food, our h e  was up. In one long 
day, we dropped down the glacier, d over and so, after four 
w&s, retuned suddenly to a coloutful and musical world of 
grass, flowers, bird+- and tumbling streams. 

~r ~seram, my bro t f  er J O ~ U  joined us tw late, unfortunately, 
for us to have ba&tcd born his grater Himdayan experience 
and mouatain knowled In seventeen days he had travelled 
about two hundred an c? fifty mils through mote Himalayan 
ram, wer hi h unftequentcd passes, and forced his party to the 
limit in an en dI, vuur to join US in time* When he arrived he had 

twenty-nine hours on his feet but still looked fresh and was 
obviwsIy tremendously fit. For both of us it was a w d r f u l ,  
incredible ~casion, and the fulfilment of an ~&tccn-~ear-oId 
dream - to have chhd together in England, Scotland, Skye, 
Swimland and e v m d y  to be top th tr  in the pen range of 
the Himdayas. 

When we ate5 our patty had heen living, more or less, on 
soup thickened with Tsampa, for three days prepioudy, but 



John, with ~~ Bowing hard, &e Fa& Christmas in 
manam as in spprmcq produced his d m '  laads 
sundry sacks d delicious food - timed twaut, wgetabb 
biscuits, rich h i t  d e  . . . 

It was a happy march b d .  John and f s W  a t ~ n t  and 
t&cd into tlu nigh. A d  in thb £ashion on the high 
Sigalila rid in sunshine and driving pmmoaswn rains, we 
returned to g a r j e e h g .  

And it was in Daj&g mme days lam that we were vouch- 
safed one more glimpse of the peat mom&. Once mme in 
tbe cdd of m1y morning we fm 
lawn; onm more aertrss the 6 Pd owy o u t h  " Rwrv's of intamming * 
purple ranges we could see the savage silhouetk of mighty 
pqks . . . and hen, one by one, they refkctad the flush of dawn 
until we could sae them shining white and spIendid, sumupding 
the mightiest of them all. 

And ping, memory lldd wich thwghb of what had 
passed . . . of emtful days not mentioned here; of the simple 
plmwes of a pipe sheltering &d an all too tiny boulder in 
the driving pinonsoon rains; the compaBidp; tbe plaintive 
piping of a Sherpa 0up; d e 8  Qf the intense heat in the 
upper Yalung glacier and of the biting w i n d s  of a b I i z d  
whilst mumhg through the Tahg ice MI; the h e l p  moonlight 
nights amongst the upper mow; the gIorioua msm; rhe oofd 
be& a u b q  of I& braking into a h z a  world of 
mck and ice mi rbe menacing wl d an avalanche mingling 
with themarof themighqvin r s ~ ~ ~ t b t & y c m t s  
of Kmqchajuqp's summit ridges . . . 

T& b q p i a  a&e i s  ilrM with the mmwmcc Qf 
BBBES Ltd. pub&&- of & &I irmed bed; E@*~&o~I(R by 
ToBB Tucker. 



A FAMILY WALKS IN VALAIS 
G r a l m  Ac@I y 

W h n  I retuined from the war in 1945, Elspeth, the younger 
daughter, was rising eight and my wife a d  I decided fox pureIy 
d i s h  m n s  that the rime had come ta iotroducc tk family to 
the hi&. From then on New Y w  a d  Sum= holidays were 
spent in the Lakes or Sc&fid, while occasionally an odd w&- 
md would be snatcked in North Wales. 

The children taok to fell-waking like ducks to water and my 
&oughts went wandering further afield. I wanted to show t k m  
some real mountains, either Norway or t h e  Alps, before we 
finished in the natural caum of events with family holidays. 
However, there were some very d&nite snags. First, I knew 
nothing &our Norway from a mountaineering point d view, 
and precious lit& about the Alps, hasting had only one short 
season there as far back as 1929. h n d y ,  I bad decided &at 
the youngest of ~JE children must be, at least, fifteen Wore we 
made the attempt, Judging from the outspoken remarks of my 
family, it seemed likely that by then J w d  be m k v y  and 
sIow to be able to do mything I:& whilc. 

It was then that I baught a cam d Watku's Wrdkiwg ia the 
Alps. It was  a real find, giving as it does cIimbws' and walkers' 
routes, through various districts in the main M p b e  chain. His 
routes keep away from the more fashionabIe centres a d  are 
selected sa as to show the best of the country. It seemed to me 
that this was rhe kind of thing I wanted and that rbe walkers' 
routes should be w d  within the family's powers. 

1 then mentioned the idea to the r a t  of the family as a p s i -  
bility for the summer of 1953, at that time some ugh- months 
ahcad, and they imrnediatdy d e d  down to a lmg period of 
training. Rucksacks were b q h t  and I was no longer the sole 
weight carrier on the hills. Elspeth religiousl waked six mila 
a day PO and from &I, while Michael did ad  the 3,000 footem 
in tht U e s  within mnryfour boars as a training. walk. 
In the meantime, &er a great deal of discussion, it was decided 

h t  we would spend h e  weeks a m p  f r a  home, and in that 
time walk acrw the lateral ridges running dawn to the north 
ftom the main chain of die Panine Alps, staying at dght as 
high up tht valleys as p i b l e  without using huts, and m g  
by the hi hest p s e s  which did not entail wdkin over mow- f b covered g a J m .  The start would be made from auvoidn in 
the Val de Bapes and the & h i q  I&, if we m&ed it, was 
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to lx Saas A h g e l  in the hsxal. As the plan  aped we 
deei?ded to book aceommodation for three nights at Mauvaih to 
find our £a, and four nights at Saas Aha@ to mover. For 
the sm3 we left it m &nee and h the d t  only oace had auy 
djilidty in getting in, a d  that was at Sion which we never 
intended to *t. 

As the time of d e p m  drew nar I insistad that every effort 
should bc made to cut down the weight to be wried. I still 
remembered my W i n g s  in 1929 w h  I bumped 351bs. on my 
back acms the Cd d'H&ms from ArolIa ta Zermatt. Wt W y  
&cd in reducing the weights to 251bs. for M&d, 231k 
for my&, 15lbs. fw Brigid, 1 Zbs. for Elspeth a d  1 I fbs. for my 
wife. This included an ice axe apiecq one 100 foot h g t h  of 
rope for the party, and a wmppkte change af dathiag for every- 
one, Washing quipmept - reduced to a miaimurn, but rhe 
only time this was ernbarrkqg was at the Mt Collon Hoe1 at 
AroIla when thefive of us werein four se a r m  mom on foru 
separate floors and we n e v ~  could rem c $ c r r h c ~ t h c r m o m  
neunbas when WE *anred & B D E ~ ~ .  The iceaxes proved d, 
bur we usad thc rope d y  once w h  we found ourdvw rhe 
m n g  side of a a& a d  had to wade map9 rather 
than descend an p reascend s ~ n e  t ,BO(1 f c a  

Tbe journey out was made by Newham-Dieppc-b, and 
the high Ugh& were the rush at: the Gare de Lyws for the tap 
of ' tau pmblq' the erabamsment of wd&g the full h 
of the s d o n  restaurant in dimbing boots on a w d e n  Baor 
quaked, and the devout d u d e  taken up by Michael during 
the nigh4 when, finding a rhirddw ~~t cramping 
for his lon lep,  he slept kneeling 8n the floor with hia head and 
arms on %c sa* 

It was a perfect mrrrniag when we reached Martigay and 
started up tbe Val de Ba es to Mauvoisin by mountain railway 
a d  bus. The fitst shoc came at Fiamy, where the wmks of 
the great hydrwhmc 

&" 
acheme,whichinbeiagcantiedoutinthc 

Val dl: bp, were only ma evident. The m n  has been 
practically wa~~aml except far workmen and all the buildiw 
were covered wirh dust and grimt from the ca~,tiauous h thg .  
It was here we first came across the sign ' Danw & rx&m ' 
which was so frequent in the Val dc Ba s that it a 
fmilysb n. Themainpattdthewor r= , t h e p t d a m , w a s  
being d a t  ~auvoisin iM and tg &td wu of 
engineers mphyed on rht job. Hawever, %d, uur lim 



wasabletocoavinw themtkatthey had agreedm purtrsupfor 
the f d h  rhrae nightbi and they made us very &&. 

noise 2 a  en * ~ a c k  rrudrs, without s i l m I  tipping 
spait on to tbe great dam mer stopped d q  or nigh exoept for 
half an hur  of b I e d  s i l ~ c e  d evening betweea 
5-30 and 6 when the old shift came off. This was ended at 6 
prompdy when all rhe blasting charges were exploded, and as 
the sound of the last t: faU died h n  the first Mack trucks 
staxted up once more with th new $lift, 

The next day we walkad up rhe valley to the Chamion Hut, 
deli btfvlly h t a d  ampn gmn alp and near a mup of 
sma 't rams. ~h cloud Z ects on Mt G c i ~  were w e d  accin 
By the timc we returned in a lor thmugh the half made N ~ W $  
ta Mauvaisi~~ we felt w had ha a a really g d  kt day. 
In the morning we &at away early and c h & d  to the Gl dcs 

Otaa~s, delayed mmewk by mkbg a shcat cut at tht mrt tbat 
was the steepstthingingrass that we have emcome-. 
The ody compensation was that as a result we coIlected o w  one 
and only qdmm of tjdelweiss. From above tbe Pm& 
hutwe~thenrostgiws~~ofthcG~andCombin,thp 
family's first ight of a snow maunrain. 

The narc day we caught the 5-30 a.m. bus down to Fionnay 
with a view to crossing the Gal de Swreu to thr Val des Dix. 
Arrivinff rhm jug More the acre bur  of 6, the ' Danp de 
mines ' w a s  imminent and, before we could get cleat inshvcridPs 
asmthtmttofrhepthtad~ed ,  we had to ram up the 
mountainside for shelter while hrgt @m of thz path we 
should have been on wcre blown up, 

The day had smrted badiy and by rhe time we had dimbd up 
about 1,QOO feet w c  r&d we were he wrong idt of th 
stream and w a d  hlf-an-ha jptjng across it. By one 
o'chk we were stiu 1,000 feet short of the summit and the 
rdUte ro it was by no mans dm. Ow ratg of d i  on this 

day y‘y g fulI laadhi was sIaw to say the last d ir, so I 
d d t o  ~adq,re turnmFioanagandgabu~and& 
to Sion for ihe night, 

That ni~ht and the following day, while we were &g our 
way up to AroIla, dme were a wits d thunder storms and soim 
torrential rain. By morning, however, p f a r  d e r  had et 
in again, so we climbed up to the Cd de Ridma- to have a 
Imk at  the VaI Bes Dix, which we had m i d .  The views were 
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arcellent, particularly one of the P i p e  d'AroUa and another of 
Mk. Blanc de Sdon seen dmu& the Pas de Chbres. 

Taking up wr sacks once again we lcft Arolla late next 
morning, picnicked at the Lac Bleu and r& La Sge in the 
afternoon. The old chapel there, ser on the crown of a small 
hillock, has an interesting dtar painting of the Shepherds at 
Bethlehem with all the figures, men and women, in Swiss peasant 
costume. 
We got away by 6-50 the following marning to waIk over to 

Z i d  by the Col de Torrcnr and the Col de Swebo'ls. W e  made 
the tarn a h e  the AIpe de Torrent for lunch and saw a small boy 
acting as bath cowhcrd and dog, driving cattle dawn pa the tarn 
to drink. His speed and agility made the older members of the 
party rhoroughIy envious. By the time w e  m&ed a bank of 
snow on the far side of the CoI Be Sarebois and st down far tea, 
T certainty felt more rhan a little short of wind. The usual long 
descenx in the afternoon ended with a very family arriving 
at the Hotel h a n d  at 5-20, to find that our moms were at the 
top of that skyscraper-like b&lding and that there wtrc another 
eighty-nine steps to climb before the day's work was done. 
We spent a couple of days at Zind, one less than planned 

because we were a dav late a6 a result of our failure an the Col 
de Scvrcu. It p s  dithout s&ng that the first was a rest d q ,  
but on the second we walked up the Zinal Glauer to the Mounttt 
Hut. We got thexe just in time to sce the f a m s  view More a 
thunder storm blanked it w ~ .  burning to Zind that night we 
left next day for St. Luc, a pleasant walk along a shdf high up 
the valley side, the meadows through which the path wound 
being cavered with autumn crocuses. 

The weather seemed to have broken when we set out from, St. 
Luc. The clouds were down aver the t o p  and there was a cold 
wind with a drizzle of rain. We, t h d o r e J  took the Z'Meidcn 

ss instead of going over the top of the Bella Tola to Gruben. 
&-ding inm the vallrg we d d  see masses of people around 
what was obviously the me and d y  hotel. It looked as if at last 
we were ping ta run into difficulty regarding accommodation. 
But no, it was the whole valley debrating a Swiss NatimaI 
Holiday with wine, song and dance, and the festivities lasted 
10x1 into h e  night. 6 e  had ad gglorious walk the next day aver the Augstbwd P a s  
ta St. Niklaus. While the old folk ate their lunch on the top of 



the pass the three children drnbed the Schwarzhm, their &st 
10,000 fmt peak, from which they had magnificent views. A 
sight that will long live in our memories was the scene that 
suddenly burst u p  us as he path wound m d  a shoulder of 
the billside on to a sbclf hi up above St. Niklaus, incradiblp 
fax betow, while towering L ve us, dazzling wbiae in tbe afta- 
noon sun, were the Brunegghorn and Weissborn. 

That night we stayed at a m a i l  pension in tk middle of St. 
Niklaw, dined in im open air rcstauant and slept in a suite of 
room a11 leading off mother's and father's, which b m  a kina 
of w m m d  passageway. Our bust was a delightful man, spoke 
a little English, played Bcelhoven on his piano tiII the ham 
shook and I& after our cmime d ~ r t s .  

One day at Zermatt and the Riffelalp and we were off on thc 
last leg of our jamney by &t Hannig Alp and Eim to Saas 
Almagel. The long pull up tbe road and track to the Alp was 
w&me in the hot sun. bur after lunch the mth d m  into tbe 
the S d  proved a reai find. It fimt ttav& across high up 
on the W d e  through wmds a d  undcr d& in and nut of 
gorges a d  stream beds. It then s m d  a zi -zag descent through 
g r e a  alps and down rock faca to the. mi. 1'11 swear that om 
o m  occasion that path passed through one door of a hag barn, 
t d c  a sharp hairpin k i d  and m e  back through another dwr 
in h e  same b d d i i q !  
We took the bus from Eim to Saas Almagel, and were met 

by the Engliih-speaking wairress of the Porijengrat Hotel, who 
was waiting to see that evq&ing was as we would wish. Three 
daya of r d  comfort &mc, during which we visited the summit 
of the Monte Mom p a s  in heavy mist, the Phttjt above Saas 
Fee and the Almagderalp, completed a grand family hdiday. 
There only remained the task of getting home during a French 
railway strike, but that, as Kipling says, is another story. 

Looking b d  &re are one or two things, apart from the 
scenery and the waking, that will always be remembered. A 
Swiss Hotelier's idea of a packed lunch, vast and stolid; the 
French boy we met on the path a8 t4e Mountet Hut: kmacu- 
lately dad in a town daak of heavy wool, he p a d  in his 
wambling ascent w raise his hat politely and wish us 'Bon 
Jwr '; Swiss hotel service : breakfast was served from 6 am., or 
earlier if asked for. No questian of getting away at ' 113 o'dock 
when climbing with the Pd1 and Rock.' 



THE BLIND WHITE TROUT OF WEARDALE 
D. H .  Mding 

In the k t  place, 1 must admit that we did not discover the 
caves. The resurgence of the L u d d  Burn was already well- 
known in Weardale and the name ' Fairy Hdes ' has appeared 
on every edition of the six-inch Ordnance Survey map. Ln the 
second place, I must confess that, dehough X was actively an- 
ctrned with the initial aimination of the caves* visits by o k  
parties have now e e d  tbc egploratim of the system far 
beyond the parts which I have visitad. From what I have seen 
of the &st ME-mile of caves, I have no great desire to =$ore 
the remainder, The truth is that I am not a pot-holu by pre- 
ference, inclination or temperament. I am most reluctant to 
wade into places where there is any likelihd of d g  my 
cigarettes. In a place like the Fairy Holes, this aversion tends 
to restrict one's movements. 

A few years ago, most peapie doubted the existence of any 
Ixge caves in this part of the Pennines. The rock succession is 
altogether different from that in Craven or Derbyshire. Wear- 
dde is situated on the eastern slope of that rigid part of the 
Northern Pennines which is known to geologists as the Alston 
Black. This tract stretches eastwards from the peat Pennine 
fad& below Cross Fell and Hartside, between the Tyne Gap in 
the north and Stahmore in the sourh. Most of the rocks are 
Carboniferous in age, and, throughout the Alston Block, there is 
great similarity in the rhyhrnicaI sequence of limestone, M e  
and standstone. The individual b e d s  are quite thin. The lead- 
miner's names for certain beds : Three Yard Limestone, Five 
Yard Limestone and Four Fathom Limestone, suggest the usual 
thickness. Only the Great Limestone approaches a tbicknas of 
sixty or seven feet. Between the limestones are impermeable 
sandstones an 1 shales which inhibit the development of under- 
ground drainage, so that the depth of a cave rkver acceedo the 
thickness of a single Iimestone bed. 

A few small holm and corners have been recorded in T d a l e  
and Mston Moor. Most of them were origindy disuwered 
during mining and such caves as Aylebwn, Flushimere and 
Silverband, seem to have no natural entrances at the surface. The 
Heatheryburn Cave, in W e d e ,  where important Bronze Age 
remains were found in the 1860's, was discovered during 
quarrying and was slltrsequdy destroyed as the quarry 



extended, A large number of incipient pot-hoh - 'shake 
holes ' is thc 1 4  name - occur along the limestone outao 4 L but few a p p w  to lead anywke.  Thq form a use£ul place r *war eual at many farma and the urcve~ of the sheep 
whic d~ m tk 1947 blizzards were dumped into h e  can- 
venient depresions. 

I began gmmorphologid fidd-mk in Upper WcatdaIe 
towards the end af one Ocaohet. when the w e a k  was too wild 
to do mare than splash through milu d d d c n  peat It so 
ha ened that m e  wbin cgeh WBekD a W.E.A. course in 3 gy was held in the v' 1 age institute at Ireshqxhxa. Aftw 
w e  lecture, I was mld a story which is widely accepted in thc 
dale and which we have &own contains more than n grain of 
auth. About one hundred years ago, a party of w&mintmi 
visited rhc Fairy Holes where the Ludwell Burn emerges from 
the Great Limestone. They were missing for seven days and 
eventually q from a cave two miles away, in W w n h a p  
burn, carrying their last inch of mdle, It is not recorded whether 
any of them mbsquendy died d ofneumonia, but wr expeticncc 
d the caves s u g p  ebat this wou& be th least d the & ~ O U S  

d anyone who spent a week in them. 
I was inclined to dismiss this story as apouyphal. It seemed 

gmlogid imppossible for a m e  of &is size to develop in b 
w e  whi& wan little m e  thu, mty fen thick. I ruapoted 
that there was some m&on between natural cava and 
atrantimed lead workings. I said hat  Z thought it more lilrtly 
that tbc miners had been into aa old mine. 

A few days before the C o r o n w ,  I was working in the head- 
warn d Westernhopebum. H i h  on tbe mom, in the bed of 
Bheberry Beck, I found the ouruop of tbe Great Limeatone d 
a stretch of dry meam bed downs- of it. A few yards above 
an old mine dump, the stxeam d i s a p v d  into a hole partly 
choked with boulders, I immediately concluded tbat the 
drained into the dd w o r k q p  of d h  mine, for the stmy flm 
of the dr7r bed was mmgleteIy devold of vegemtim and this 
stfggested-a very recent diversion. 

- 

A day or two later, Rosemary and I J o d d  at the Ludwell 
Bum, the next tributary east of Westemhopebum. We found 
the place where the stream emerged from the base of the h t  
Limmne at the foot of a s d  crag. The actual r e s u r w  w a s  
buried under large boulders which had fdcn  from above, On 
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top of the outcrop, hheen or twenty feet high, there was a flat 
shelf of limestone which co- two interesting fissures, three 
or bur fact wide, and, apparently, quite deep. As Rosmaary 
p r d  into one void, a large white object shot up towards her 
at alarming s w d .  She leapt back into a bed of nettles and a 
stock dove, which was n&g in the M e ,  flew away. 

We were not equipped to look at these fissures in greater 
detail, so we walked up towards Snowhopc Maor, looking for 
the place where the Lvdwdl Burn sank d e r p u n d .  Nom of 
the small trickles which d e d  the b r a n e  d big enough 
to account £or the volume of water at tbt resurgence, rn we con- 
cluded that the pemMon d wd small srrcams led to m m  
sort of underground rcmoir. A momcat's thought w d d  
have shown that this was d l y  an abgutd suggestion, for the 
voIumc of the burn at the resurgence d m d e d  that an qua1 
amount of water must be s i i n g  into the b t m c  mmwhcrc 
near. I did not, far a mommt, consider &at &re d be ao 
u d e r p m d  connection h e e n  the sinking in Blacberxy &ck 
and the rising of the Fairy Holes, for the two plaets were about 
two miles apart and three tribuCaries of Wcsternhaptburn crossed 
the intervening ground. 

Since motha visit to the two h c s  ar rhc Faiq Hoics might 
prove interesting, f asked John Newrick, who appeartd to know 
everyone in Wearat, if be could think of a suitable companion. 
John considered the matter cartfully and decided that he, himself, 
would like to come; indeed he wwld have tried to get into the 
caw Mort if he had been able to find -tone to accompany 
him. 

In due cuursc, we assembled at Ludwell one Sunday morning. 
1 had brought all the n a c w q  climbing quipment. J&n had 
a podtetful of d e s .  

At the top of one of tbe fissurc9 we roped up and I made a 
secure belay. John moved down a step or two and, just out of 
sight from the surface, stepped into a gently sl 

the horn  of the fissure. 
Tg -"re dead sheep and rotten wood. This slope of ric burnus led to 

Aftu a short scarch, John announced that there was a narrow 
crack lading off to the left, but he thought &at it was roo narrow 
to squeeze through - too narrow for me at any rate. So we 
lcmkcd at the second fissure. This, wo, led to dead shap and 
rotten wood. There was a very low passage with a draught 



rhrough it which blew out the an& but the d had Men and 
it was im-bk. When we reached tbe d c i ~  we returnad 
tothe&plactwi&anarowaack. ~sJohnhg;ifore&, thc 
s q ~ w a s t t l o n a r r o w f o r m c  Icoddnotevengctmyboats 
through it. 
We walked up the moor leaking for orher psibit atrsmca, 

though we wac sum that th did wt crcisc up thuc. W e  triad 
to dig down under d~ bdul z s at  the raurgcnc~ but m 
decided that tbb mute was too h p u a  F M y  wc l d e d  
at a series of rabbit MCS dong the pop of tht liimestmc ou-. 
T k  was a song smell d fma at the mmtrce af the 

With the aid of an enwnchiq-tool, John &@ rht fox- % 
until be could get his head and shu l&rs  into it. Gradually he 
disappeared h sight. He wmcd to have nuad a &ht angle 
and was prweedi p a i l e l  with the wmp. Evcntudy a 
hand appeared horn a rabbit hole about ten fed from w h e  I 
had last seen him and John demanded another madlc. A$ecr a 

t deal of d' 'ng, p&g stones and clay through the rabbit E, John saidkt the passage war getting bigger* Ahead of 
himthcrewasadcavefn ,  'Asbigas&eCrydPalaceg 
was his mnccptian of it aftc~ his tomouss crawl. 

I attempted to follow him, but I muld not get round rbc &st 
right-angle and, after sticking two or thrw rimes, I managed to 
back out into &c n&. Two h e r s ,  who had wme up tu 
shoot rabbits were quietly watching me. It w a s  one of t h w  
em-g momtnb when you suddenly k m c  aware that 
you have been watched, wben you fed as 3 r indulging in m e  semct vice. One wondm ow long the 
speaators ba~e  h there; how much tbeg have =en. I w d y  
mplaid my presence in a fox.hoIe as if it were venial delight. 
'We do it for fun - yw know? They raminad polidy 
sceptical, but show& obvious mydiatian w b ,  frnm the &bit 
hole in front of them, the voice of their District A d v i q  Seer 
said, ' Pass in amthm a d l q  this one has almost burned away.' 

john had i n v d  tad the mall mvtm and found a MI.iety of 
routes down mar % dw the. I had motbtr a w p r  to craw1 
raund tbE rightangle, but kiled. So I backed out and fed the 
rope through the hole to John. He descended to the stream bed, 
untitd, and wegt & to +om. He was away for about hatf- 

which time he had waded abaut thLtg yards 
u p s ~ a m  an-h0Urp d=-! to a age waterfall. The mu& obviously led up tllc 



twelve-foat wall sf the fall, so he did not e m p t  to go further. 
Then, as his candle was failing, he returned to the surface. 
We decided to wait uatii the £&mi* Sunday for our next 

attempt. Zn the meantime, I was advised to cat very little and 
take strenuous errcrcisc. 

f sent postcards to thost p p l e  whom I thought might bc 
interad and a Iq e party turned up the following Sunday. 
One family d five % roke rbeir holiday in Borrowdde to come 
and look at the cave. 

There was of manual labour available and we soon dug 
out a rnclre d i m  enttancc passage. It was now big enough for 
me to ueeze through and, on the princi~lc which makes me the 
in&& "i e leader across bridged mvasses, it was now deemed 
adaqum for b who followed. 

There was an amreed colldon of children who found  the 
narrow crawl p h c t l y  simple. Jn fact, as we man discovered, 
some unscrupulous parenta use their children as ferrets ro see 
whether a cave widtns bcyond a dght squeeze. I am, pxhps, 
slightly pre*udiccd against the employment of children in cam, 
for my field s a w n  in 1953 was abruptly terminated when X 
caught chicken-pox £ran one of the ferrets. 

On this occasion we werc abIe to p e t r a k  about eighty yards 
into the system. Beyand the waterfall there was a deep p l  
which oodd not be waded. It was necmary to climb up and 
eaverse ledges ten or fifteen feet abovc the watcr. The walls 
were seldom more than six feet a so that the passa 
easy to bridge aud it w d d  gens d F  y require a determine r- effort 
to fall dawn into the water. The cave had been formed by the 

a t  of joints in the limestone, so that mch assage led w 
corm cvtry ten or twenty +s. lPventudy we 

and the route beyond this point was not 
found until three or £our months later. During the winter and 
spring, various parties extended the exploration to about 1,300 
yards from the entrance. After h u t  one hundred yards of 
scrambling, one reach= shallower water and it is possible to con- 
tinue upstream along the stream bad. The principal ingredients 
of the cave are mud, water and sharp limestone alp. The 
system is ahady notorious for its unrelenting d i m d m  and it 
is wnsidered to be an adqute test for tht quality of water- 
roofing of all equipment. O n  the wholc, the climbing mi& & &&ed as moderate. Only the waterfall pitch and initial 



chimney could be cded di&dt. Tk ascent of the chimney, 
when one is tired and one's dorhea are heavy with water, is very 

During the earl exploration we fwnd a small cavern abut 
four hundred yar iJ from the en- Scratched oa tht waU 
wae rhe names af four visitors with the dart 1844. T k  were 
all local surnames, so it =ems that the miners got as far as this, 
Lam exploration further inaide the system sugacsts that the 
mipets never visited these parts, for the first  par^ found the 
calcite formatiom cornplttcly u d m q c d  and many of tbe 
formations could not be passed without braking them 
3y Easter, 1954, the expefis £ram the West Riding I d  head 

about our activities, had came to see the cave and had approval it. 
They promptly dasscd it in the highest category of waiy and 
showed their distrust of hcc dirnbs by &ding a duty, wet aawI 
which circumvented the waterfall pitch. They set about proving 
the trend d the undergraund stream and quickly showed fiat 
the rink in the Blaebmy Beck was, d e e d ,  c o m d  with the 
LudweU Bum. By diverting the stream into its flood cousst and 
out of the hole, the water level in the cave can be lowered 
appreciably and t h ~  diacomfoft greatly reduced. S e v d  attemp 
to enter the sink were unsuccessful and although wc examifiad 
various shake-holes dong the approximate kwrse of the a v t ,  no 
other tnttanec has been f w d .  

Witbin the systun, the limits of exploration were gradually 
extended. At a h t  2.000 vards from the eamnm an immssable 
sum has so far &;decisive limit to progress. ~bwever, 
it d e s  about twelve haun to rcach this place and return to the 
entrance, so that no one bas had time to h d  another route. Zc 
stems that if the rest of the cave can be explored, the party must 
either find another entrance ar camp underground, 

Concumriy with pressing to the unknown limits, other 
d e s  were content to wtter about the lower reaches of the cave. 
' It was on one of the's= mmsiaas when we first saw the fi&. 
It was not far in -perhap one hundred or two hundred yards 
above tbe w a d ,  where there were a 6 o£ small waistdeep 
pis. It a peared to bbe a trout, but a grey translucent fish wbi& 
was not 1ct4 by the light our lamps. ~ t s  eyes s c d  
to protrude eonsiddIy, and there was m caIoration of the retina. 

We advised rht Cave R c d  Erou who, in turn, told the 
British Mweum. The reply war iturndate, for, apprrndy, this 



was the first a m p l e  in tbe 3& Mcs which had k e n  reprted 
to them. W e  later dkovered &at other avers have seen them 
in &ex parts of Britain and, indeed, the tmut in the Fairy Holes 
were known in the nineteen& antmy, w h  reference was 
made to fim in a local @&book. But dl t%is was news to the 
zoolOg;sts, who gear thdr e x p t  on wut to R e  them for he rd .  

She wished to bring &borate hihatching equipment which 
required, amongst other things, a small petrol r Y a t o r  . We 
warned her that if Ac intendad to elccmcutc sh, st would be 
wise to remember that she, and p d l y  we, would be in the 
same water as the fish. Besides, as a member of the Upper Wear- 
dale Angling Association, I had to point out that there were cer- 
tain limits to the sort of tackle which might be used, I alw 
thought that it would be wise to join tbe party, for I knew that 
none d the others would have a wout hence. 

The m1ogist tmk dvicc from an ddcian and added a pair 
of gumboots to her l i t  d Tipmenr She disptnscd with ih 
generator, but brought an aboratc box-£dl of batteries which 
we were supposed to kccp dry. It required eight of us to get rtrt 
stuff into rhe cave. We were underground tor nine hours. We 
went about & hundred yards inb the cave and we saw two 
mt. 

The first bh emerged in the middle of the party as we were 
w d h g  through a ~ 1 .  Although irignored our presence for 
a time, it had gone before any of the hand nets could be brought 
into d o n .  However, we wpected p t  things of Ehe ele& 
equipment and when thc m a y  connections had been made, 
certain members of the party moved a considerable distance 
downstream and the current was switched on. 

Nothing bpptnnl and although sum optimim had 
visualized dozens af trout lying m u e d  under the limestone 
edges, none were washed out. Eventually, when everyone was 
properly chiIlad and when the subversive elements had grumbled 
enough, we moved on. On the return journey we found another 
trout where a ntx e d d  not be u d .  Wt watched it for about 
ten minutes as easily w if it had been in a tank and were able 
to convince the expert that such fish &cd (she n e w  saw the 
first one). The trout-stumhg apparatus was prepared, the 
induction coiI buzzed, but when the d~cttodes were p i a d  
wipitbia a foot of the fish, it swam slowly away into a deep and 
inaccessible paoI. 



There seemed to k We object in remaining there any bqp. 
D~tetkefaihucof&sertpedrtion,whad~abletomn- 
vince tbc &emGc warhi rhat b e  were mch fish. 

J o b n w a s ~ t o g a a s p e c i m e n ,  gtLd - W p  he 
caught one, It surviwed the ~ ~ e e  of apture and trans* 
to k d m ,  where h lived fm d deys. But the longer it 
remind in captivity, in &yHgghr, rhe more it r& r o d  
rhe ~~ colwasion of a b m  mr. 

l 3 ~  it smcs Jdm right-he caught it with a bmmr-in thc 
d m  3aml, too. 



THE BERGAMASQUE ALPS 
R. K. Jac&oa 

In the recent post-war resurgence of Alpinism it is not 
surprising to find ourselves averlooking the lesser known 
cJimbing grounds in our eagerness to overcome the classic hazards 
of h e  day. This- is probably inevitable and indeed it is desirable 
that the limit of endeavour should never remain static, but the 
true spirit of mountaineering is in danger of bein replaced by a f show of mere technical skiU or an imposing list of e latest T.D.s, 
This state of &airs is to be found in the Ap4 no l e e  d a y  than 
it was h t y  years ago, l a  ely due to rbe lack of e n t q r k  in J getting beyond the deserv y pow centres; but there arc those 
amongst us, 3 am sure, who would venture further afield if it 
were not for the inadequate stem of guide books in h g h h  "i given to such oudying ranges, or it cannot be said that thty are 
inaccessible, As regards information in general I would I& 

readers to the various alpine journals. Meanwhile the put.pose of 
this article is to give a brief outhe of one particularly attractive 
p u p  - the Bergarnasque Alps. 

This o u w  of the Southern A l p  lying on Italian soil, 
between the As of Como znd Garda, is ml iy  a mntiouation 
westward of the Brenta-Dd~mite and Adamdo ranges. I shall 
not attempt the impossible by q i n g  to give a complete picture d 
P naturally complex landscape in words alone, but merely ogtlinc 
the d e n t  features. The peaks of interest are those of the Redorta 
range, cut of3 from the central Alp by the extensive Valtellina, 
and some scattered summits, such as La Grigna, P m ,  PrcsoIana 
and Aretta, metching south to the plains of Bergam. In the 
tnidsr of these lies an isolated wilderness of plat:eaux and mte 
valleys where wolves still roam. Rarely does the height of these 
mountains exceed 3,000 metres, and though they may seem 
insignificant alongside the giants of the ' summer snow ' they 
are a delight to wander and scramble amongsr. The Redo- 
range especially, whether it be roaming at will over virgin rocks 
or joining in a desperate chamois hunt, is the dream a£ of rbelitary 
d i r .  For most of us, however, ihe Grignttra will provide 
more atmction for here abounds rock of trurp dolomite form, and 
it ww here that 1 s p t  two most enjoyable days. 

The group can be approached from Varenna on the shorts of 
Lake Como, from Lntrobbia which lies to the north of the group 
at the head of Val Sassina, or from the south via Lecco (famous 



as the scene of Manzoni's novel ' The Betrothed '). By tbe 
latter routc, which happened to be the w e  of my own partlcular 
choice, a short bus ride can be taken as h as Ballabio. From 
bere a delightful walk lies ahead through a wild and w d d  
gkn, The track, in places diflicult ra follow, winds h w y  up 
thrwgh the tangled underpwth alongide a fit& mountain 
mment to o p o u t  on to the Plainof R d d L  - a  pasweas  
verdant and lwnrio~1~ as one could hsh for. Richly c a q e ~ d  
with aIpine flowcrs in the spring and summer it is fairly well 
scatrered with &alas, refuges and even a muple of hotels. 
f mmediateIY above stands thc southernmost of the two p k 8  - 
la G r i p  Metidionale. 

Whilst travelling over to the B e i m b  from Como in the 
summer of 1953 I can well remember being captivated by my 
first sight of thm twin peaks a m  the water, rkin majestidly f out of the very depths d dw lake as it seemed, an aflame with 
the vivid coiours wbich are so chuac:Wc d an Italian sunset. 
It was not long aftmwards that J was fwtumte enough to make 
closer acquaintance with this, by then, irresistibly fascinating 
mountain, about which 1 had g lcad  enough idormarion from 
I d  c l i m h  m warrant investigation on p u n &  other &an 
purely romantic. 

It was already late in Sepaember and the weather, though still 
pretty he, looked like breaking up snon - which in £act it did. 
I had arrived at R&& by midday after a night of mvd and 
had p l a d  to pstpone furtbtr operations until h e  next day; 
but mv vacation was running out and I m l d  not afford to wait 
for thi approaching storms'& pass, moreover a repast of 1 4  
salami and wine had fortified me beyond belief. So without 
more ado I hunted wt the young @e whom Cassin bad re- 
commended as one of his mast promising prot*. 1 was ager 
to udde tbc Craw Scgantini - tkc main rid@ which lads  up 
to the mth pak. My guide l d e d  rather aeeptic;llX and with 
g d  m n ,  cansidering the h w r  of day and the fact &at 1 was 
onlv the s c a d  Endishman he had evw set eves on. He finallv 
qred and ofi we at s pace which would kave done credit & 
Abed Greg I W ~ n  half an hour we were at: grips with the 
dimb which 1 v un beautifullv mund dolomite. iwt as I had 
imagined from kthe40ther side c;f the lake, aman;; a maze- of 
gedumeo and pinnacles, but all so ru&d a d  m e  that it 
was hardly newmy to lag a hand m the rock. Hue and there 
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m e  an odd piton or hd rope which my guide in his quaint 
dialect was uick to inform me were for ladies anly. I tried to 
conjure up l i e  aorr of my he was referring to and supped  he 
must mean the variety in high hedq for I &mar& dimad 
from hirn that the phce is a veritable Langdde at wdsends - 
when rbe rodEw myarm with climbers from the neigbbouring 
towns a d  tilies d n o r t h  Idy. 

But to continue wirh the cIimb; we soon reached &e main 
ri e which soared upwards in an mbroken s & a  of pbades, 
ea % one more intriguing than the last. Thc climbing w a s  in no 
place difticult and was a h e  oppmmiq for mtinuwrs move- 
ment unmarred by frequent Mtri to belay. We made one detour 
to dimb a small tower of local b~ la Gu& Tbis 
is a 2# fmt problem on Grade 4 with a mag&ceat abseiI 
down. Tfacre art many such problems mtteted h u t  waiting 
far their ionem; a few have been named but even fewer bave 
been dim g td. The mast h c h a h g  of b e  I saw was un- 
doubtedV ' I1 Funp,' a most mlistic mushroom, tbat might 
have been carved out by man; n d ~ s  to s ~ y  the ascent reg& 
some mrher ingenious manipulation of the rope. Having left 

a little more sedately t h o  I had approached ie, 
afta I had &$covered a newly fixed cross on the top, we continued 
toward3 the summit, taking a few steps down or eves a &ort 
abseil betwam each gendarxrre. Though wc could skirt round 
tht8e obstacles in p l m  we kept mainly to the crest of the & 
which very soon began ta level out as we approached the top. 
For the last hour or w we had been enveloped in mist &at 
obscured our view over to the Alps and ave a d d e d l y  eerie 
laok to the steep precipices on tither side of  us. But P P ~  were not 
ta be totally disappointed, for on atrival at the summit cdrn we 
emerged, as if by magi% from the cold a d  h y  p s p  of the 
mist  into one of the most pfm sunsets it has k n  rngr good 
fomzne to SIX. AU around was a billowy sea of cloud s t m c h  
from our fmt m the distant Alpr beyond, where the s n o w - a d  
peaks rose, each in majdc  isolation, fmm h o h  t~ horizon- 
the Graim and Pennines to the west, siIhou& smkly a+t 
rbe setting sun, the W n t i n e  and Bemina Alps in the north, and 
the Adamdo and B m t a  mountaim melting inta the eastern 
haze of the Dolomites. It was already d d  as we turned to 
awcend by the m y  t- &, but I could not hdp noticing 
anorher cross with a m a  plaque hea th  i t to cummemorate 



the untimely death of a local guide. This symbolic custom 
which is to be seen in varying degrees all over the Southern Alps 
plays a very vital part in the mountain-lore of these Italian 
peasants and as a result has reached this elaborate, albeit 
alarming, proportion. Within minutes it was pitch dark and we 
were picking our way down to the refuge of Carlo Porta at 
Resinelli which we reached in about twenty minutes - having 
taken four hours to complete the tour. 

The following morning I awoke in my comfortable bunk to 
the sound of wind and rain. After careful deliberation I decided 
that this must be my last day and rather dispiritedly set out to 
explore the northern summit - la Grigna Settentrionale - for 
any hope of rockc climbing was quite out of the question in such 
weather. I discovered that the north peak was a few hundred 
feet higher than its neighbour and not nearly so rocky and 
interesting, and I returned via the south peak to have a last glance 
at the innumerable little outcrops. Here I was once more hand- 
somely rewarded by my scramble through this fascinating collec- 
tion of rocks, weathered and worn into every conceivable shape 
and so inviting to the piton hammer! However there is climbing 
of every standard to be found here, and though this group does 
not justify an entire holiday or major expedition in itself it would 
provide excellent entertainment and a most unusal diversion if 
included as an apkritif or en route from say the western to the 
eastern Alps. 



Fram time to time +g mention has h e n  made in our p a p - k h  
ia pmae and vcm - of Dr. Buro~t's prow= in tbt mmtmerion and 
lighting of firm. M a y  rn- bavc b c d t c d  from the rcsulrin~ 
wpplie of tea, and not only tb maker's immediate w m p a n i o n d ,  
&g from stfar 68 a dumo of s&c riaiisg from swm rocky M W  
or sduded &, have b t c n d  to dat qmt, d have later mumeal t k  
way warmad and rcficaheri. 

Full justice has now been  dot^ ta k c  pictwcque a d  b m b t  
activities by lrc h x  t t p d u ~ e d  below, We are able ra print tbis 
thou thc god D* of Dr. 'Rumen (who has supplied tbc text) and 
with $ t pimidon of his old Erietd who m e  it. It seems that in the 
s ring of rg53 the proprietor of r Kirkadbrightshire hotel a k p h o d  to 8 .  Burnett and a&& for his advice om tbc making of s Coronation lson- 
fire on Cri&ll. T.R.B. dh&h&$ any I knowkdgc of 
&a subject, md &cd the enquirer why he had rppwrs him. Thc 
Imw was then read om by its recipient Ed., R tk R.C.C.J. 

Dcar Sir, 
I was most intuestd to r e d  youe tettu in the c ~ r r a t  ~ I C  of 

Country Lifs re B m k .  On r d h g  ymu address it i r m m a y  
wnured to me h you had Iivmg iu your nughbwhd thc 
e ~ p u t  in the initiation and maintenance of c o d a p a r i m  (malor and 
minor) In the world. I & to Dr, T. Fa. Burnett, Airdmhuiq Kirk- 
~QII, Dumfries. S i e c  a wry early age he has b interad in the 
science and art of fupS. He hm built k in most parts of EngW 
and Seahd, the crmtirrent qf h q x  und Scm&avia. In ~ O S  of 
thcsc B C ~  indeed, he h a  supplies of combwilde m a d s  stored a d  
mdy  for i n m d a t e  use, should he in p a h g  fed an ovcrwhdmhq 
desk for a hot cup of tea or a minor pyrwchnic diaphy cxpresping the 
+c de vivte of the moment. Hc iB, in fact, tbt verp founder, p s i -  
dmt and patriarch of the g W  order 8h m f l a  ationalistti. ShauId 
you have m dotlbt on my plniarhr . ~ + J a f  &g an aIL 
connwing dm, he is in n * uc ptm (h -y yam ~f 
prscticc) m advirr you an 2 3 n v e  muim d qam~ p p o n h  
trains, remote mttol eIaEgic &v im and men atomrc hion.  I feel 
sum d~ with pnIy a liuk kawuragcmnt he wil l  be delighted to bulfd, 
prime, ignite and datain your G M d m  MFC, provided, of COLUSC, 

tbat mat&& and transport arc awikbk. 

Xn fonclunion, m a y  I urge you to p in touch with Dr. Burnek 
&ow him this letter m e d y  menrioning your b o n k ,  and your troubles 
s i l l  be we. 

Yours in f l a m ~ s  
E. 0. HmzAm. 



* OFF-DAYS ' 
R G, Plint 

I haveken asked tu j d f y  the p h q p  h entitled 'O f f  
Day ' which appeared in the previous issue of & Jmd. S i  
m y ~ a f s  an'cffda 'hasbroughrmebmmtacb 
c i a e r ~ w i ~ % I ~ ~ ~ i n i ~ i r ~ c i m r  
'mtilheion; bu if my questioner is still not d&d I can assure lum that I dm caught some fish I 

In the years following the 1914-1918 war I spent many 
holidays in the Lake District w my own - I climhd when I 
could get a c o m p d n ,  I walked ~8 I took up bhin a8 my * days:  hat a game it was. I knew norbing Lut tbe 
;trz: d mt*g uaut ;tad was too shy to go a d  practice in the 
wide open spaces d the lakes. 1 was told that most of the k k s  
M d & 9 0 1 d e E i a d m q m y l d i n b a n d I c a n s r i l l m  
my first catch following the gaudily dressed fly which I was 
pdling upstream I 
TalearnAyUinginaWis~olminahard&d. The 

k k s  are w d y  only a few feet wide, the sinrface of the water 
x l l y  wdl Mowthe edged the bank and the WM~PM 

range is full of tufts of heather and grass lying in wait tu 
catch the fly &at is dowed to fall too low an the back cast; aftEr 
having d y  &pal the fly in the water there is always a 
clump ofrushes owingmtlnebd, with Iittktrrftsdhers i= on the stems, w icb has been created soleIy for the p p c  of 
catching the fly as it is widdrawn for the next &an, t h e b y  
causing the a+ to come into £ w l l  v i m  to release it and thus 
£righten every 6sh in sight. A&r many years of practice thest 
hazards st i l l  remain; but so dOes the &arm of beck hhing. 

The fish that live in them are not b q  but run abaut five ta six 
to thc pound, a quarter pounder is the amption, anythrng &r 
is an event to bc- r e m k d .  The water wually is pcr£cctIy 
dear and &ere is little cover for the angler. Each pod m~ be 
autiously approached, sometimes Even by crawling and, if t8t 
ground is at  dtU boggy, cue musr also be taken to tread lightly, 
as the slightest thump will send a trembr though the earth ism 
the pool and put down every fish in it. 

Care is also nredd in the choice of fmtwear. 1 pl.efer an old 
pair of climbing bmts, b y  give a p o d  hold on tbe greasy 
boulders and it d m  not matter if t h y  get wet. Even there 
is always rhe wcxpcc~ slip and it is curious that my im& 



d o n  is not to save myself but to save the rod horn damage. 
Instinctively, as the slip occurs, I thrust my &-arm upwards 
and hope for the ks l 
As a change from beck fishing, m e  of the high m s  arc 

worth a visit; but them should be a sufficim bmze to ripple the 
surface. When there, however, the ripple h a y s  seems to be 
in the wrong place t If the tarn happens to be in a deep Mow 
the wind usually travcls round in a circle and it is necessary to 
wait und the ripple h a  the 8 p o t  where one b fishing - a 
glow pew. 

The mt vary a god deal in colour and shape according to 
their habitat. Some badu and wns produce lovely 
eoI0u~ed fish spddcd with bright pink spots, in o t b a  
are dark coloud and in some so thin that rbtv hardlv scan 
worth thc trouble of a*. All, howevr, ac'grand +8 
and there are no regrets when the trout wins. It is sometimes 
said that beck wplt are a distinct type when compared with the 
lake brown trout but rhis is not so. Given equal feeding cob. 
ditions, trout hatched from eggs of the bPck trout grow just as 
quickly and just as big as thorn hatched from the t g ~ s  of lake 
trout. Lack of fmd ketm them smalL 

Trout arc geaedly found in all becks having their murcts in 
tarns and usually in ather becks as far as &c i k t  d y  big fall. 
Thm arc somc becks, however, which do not rise in tarns and 
bavc many big falls, yet trout can be found in every pool almost 
to their sources. Perhaps a tam ha9 existed at some t h e  or 
ather or thty ma have h e n  stodd by spawn carried there by 
warn fowls. 1 db not know, but at my rate do not be p~t  off 
by the k t  b i i  fall. 

Beck trout art not vcry particular abut the type of By ofhad 
to thcm, so long as it is presented carefully; but I prefcr to lpst 
small hackle d m 4  flies of the pamidge and snipe pcs, a 
gr-we~~ m a d-y-bwdhu. For a as I use nylon, g e  h e r  
thc bcmr. The stredkg quality af a nylon rope is well-known 
and the same a ~ ~ l i e s  to a nvlon cast so do not strain it tm much 
if ou get sn&; after a' time a'lon loses its elasticib and is 
hbk m b d  - usually near a L a  t - and d m t  M y  
when there is a bigger fish on &an usual. Nylon is not 
a p s i v e  so do not hesitate to mew a doubtful a s t .  

Opinion on landing nets is divided - some think them an 
unmitigated nuisance; they either Rick the fish out d the beck 



or if it is too big to flick, thq phy it until it is tirrd and then 
draw it out o m  thre s h d h + A e ~ s  prefer m carry a sbmt handed 
collapsible net that mn be tucked into the bag and t be msity R available in an emergency. I pr& ta carry one. short time 
ago I was fishing up a beck a d  came to a fine ~ 1 .  On thc 
firs cast I saw a big trwt rise out of the depths with a great 
sweep and take the fly in the approved manner; them I was 

above a 
sided rocky pool, no landing net, and ody a small 

patch of sbi la on which ta make a possible grounding. 1 paid 
the penalty and lat  the fkh. 

It m y  be asked why I have said nothing as yet about wmnhg 
for tmut. Wcll, it's very M y  whw! a spate is on and when 

dsgd upstream in low water it r uires much W, I don't 
it - it is a messy businerr and 3 e  out that taku svch a 

bait has l i b  chance of gmiq away; worm and hooks mi 
sucked righe down. You can, of course, suit ymself - it is a 
matter of taste; but I prefer to stick to my Aies and my losses. 

Perhap the greatest pleasure and astifieation i s  in thc bcek a i t d  - to follow one up fmm the v ley, to fish it p l  by pal, 
and to Einish out on che fdlside perhaps 2,000 feet up in the 
quiemess of a summer cvelling is an unbgettable experience. 



MOUNTAIN TRAVEL WITH THE SNOWMAN 
mEDITION 1. A. /acksoa 

As the name implies this was not a mountaineering expedition, 
nevertheless a g d  d d  of high ground was traversed in Sola 
Wrumbu and stvmI interesting passes were c r a d  in order to 
l i d  up rht partics which were searching tht various v d q s .  
Becauge of this it is thought that a short rcsumt of the moanrain- 
eeting might be of intcmit. 

The expedition left Kathmandu on 25th Januav, 1954, a d  
after staying a night at Banepa proceeded on the sc~cntcen days 
trek to Nam& Bazar in Sda Khumbu. It was a cool and 
pleasant journey so early in the year and the views of the distant 
snowdeckled H i y a  were he dearest I have ever bad. Day 
after day we could see the Annapurna m a d ,  the Langtang 
Hirnal and Gosanthain, the 26,000 feet s a d  mountain in 
Tibet. Gauri S a h  and other bigh peaks of the Rolwaling wece 
also clear to see and for several days a long white plume streamed 
to the south-east from some p k  hidden bekind Menlungrse. 
We felt it could only k Ewest, 

A very comfortable Base Camp was laced near the confluence 
of the Dudh Kosi and Imja Khola, at  a R dght of 12,000 feet, and 
plans were made to split into three parties which would my in 
their various areas a€ search for periods of two or three wecka. 
In mid-February Jcevcs and 1 visited the Swiss Lake Camp 

site of 1952 and the Everest Base Camp site of 1953 and were 
able ao cIimb on rack pinnacles above Lobuje to a height of 
18,000 feet. Though there had been sur tisingly little snow on 
arrival in Soh Khumbu (less snow fell 1 uring the *tt t  than 
witKn living memory) the last two weeks of February made a 
strong bid to make up the lack of precipihtian. Yak dweIlings 
in the Chola Khola were compIetely snowed over. 

Duriq the first t r ~ o  weeks of March activity in the ChoIa 
Khoh took m e m k  of the expadition m greater heights. A col 
of 19,000 fect at thc head of the A l e y  was reached by Edgar and 
myself with the Sherpa Ang Dawa V on 9th March and much to 
our surprise we were at one part able to fallow the bmt prints of 
Charles Evans and Dawa Tensing who h d  visited the col in the 
pmious Oaober. One could only assume that the light winter 
snow-£all and the strong winds that blow almost continuously 
over the col had kept the prints free of snow. From the col we 



were able to i d  down on to the C W  l h g  (bp 
Glacier) and the ChaErri La which cmmem the Khumbu Valley 
with the Uppu Dudh Koi. 

Two other 901s of over 18,000 feet were a h  visited in tbe 
Chola Khola. One of these immediately mu& of 'Pointed 
P& ' was reached by Edgar and me on 6th March. W e  thought 
it would lx a quick dirw mute ta the audh M. Though 
p i i b l e  of descent it was steep and extremely h p u s  because 
of 1- r a k ;  certainly impmibe for laden COOLS. The third 
col was the one used by Hillarg, Noyct, Wylie and Ward in 
1953 during their drmit of the Tawertre pe& On 15th 
March Stobart, Edgar and I made the same c h i t  to enable us to 
link up with Izzard's partp in the Dudh Kosi. Two days later 
Ed and 1 returned to the col where we were joined by Jeeves 
an Y Lagus. 
On the following day, 18th March, Jeeva, Edgar and I 

ascendad the peak to the north of tbe cul, the peak which the 
local people named Kang Cha Shar - Eat  snow-~ided peak - 
and not to be confused with Kang Cho Chang, thc peak W e d  
by an Everest acclimatisation party in 1953. Kang Cho Shar, 
which is 20,000 feet, provided a g o d  test for x & m t h t i ~ n  in 
mid-March and from the summit useful views of the local top- 
gra by werc obtained. Climbing varied, somerimes providing us 
wix enjoyable va-s aver mdr pinnacles, or at ather rimes 
with easy scrarnbIing which, however, was  always dangerous 
because of the large amount of e x d y  lmse and shattertd 
d. A mow cone of o hundred feet or su laading up ta the 
summit carnice was a to a happy climb. 

Later in the =same month I z d ,  Edgar and I ascended an easy 
prominence of 1 9,000 fta abwe the Dudh Pokhari (Milk B d )  
horn which we obtained a d t  views of the Everest massif and 
of the Cho Oyu-Gyachung Ka &que of peaks a the head of 

%Is the valley. The Bay fobwing went we back tracked wolf 
prints to a pass of 19,000 h WM led to tbe I)udh KO& This 
entailed the assing of the glacier above dxe Dudh Poklmi and a 
fm hundred feet of scramble to the pas,  which was w e d  the 
' Cbangu la' - Wolf Pass. Later, in April, accompanied by 
three Sherpas, I completely crossed this pass from the- Bbte  Kosi 
to the Dudh Kosi. We s ~ y d  a aigbt at Land- then had a 
long uphill walk over grassy slopes and though boulder m n  
conies ro the small remnant glacier below the pa an the 13hm 
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Kmi side. The glacier was very short bur s b q ~ ,  and once again 
r i n ~  of a mtf were &md. 

at During the pass the fm% st seven days d April I @urneyed with I d  
and Edgar to the head of the u p p  Dudh Kasi and c r o s d  by a 
col at the extreme no&-west of &e valley, to the Bhote hi. 
The height was perhaps 19,500 feet and, b e ~ u s e  of new mow 
on steep Banks, proved to be an awkward crossing for the heavily 
Wcn local porters, This was part of a pu'neg to the Himalayan 
warnshed and the N q p  La, 19,050 f e q  the highat d i n g  
routc b m n  the S h a p  md Tibetan pies. We d the 
stony glacier at t)le had of the ~ h o t e  PP" OH and after camping at 
h a k  and jasamba &ed the Nangpa La on 7th Apnl. On 
the pas we found a curving bamhm show festooned with prayer 
fh , and round it quatad a number of Tibetan travders. W e  
J m n  &ern the previous tiay at JaEBrnh where 
tht night with no fire for warmth or r d  to their wds, dept but Out 
m d y  a rougbldt wall to shcltcr them from the chill wind 
h a t  blew over the Nan@ Glacier. Their toughums i~ incred- 
ible. For the first fwv minutes at the pass we were besieged by 
the childten dam~ming for sweets and t h t t  parents for dgmms, 
which wc gave freely. Though their clothes were ragged and 
ptchtd, feet barely covcred, and lips M&g and cracked, they 
w m  a happy p u p ,  and we followed their gaze over to thdr  
own wuntw. The view m s  into Tibet was bautiEuL and 
provided s i&arkabie transfo~rmtion in the seen? tmm &t 
the N+ side of the pss. Beneath a fine h e  copper-tinted 
cumdus clouds were p t l y  m b g  has showing variaus shades 
of p e n  and & and a ghmpse of pak blue lakes, a county 
much more m e  and pewcEul than that from which we had 
come. 

A possible third pa between the Bhatt Kosi and Dudh Kosi 
was &en as our S v a n  returned from the Nan* La and the 
day aftm the crossin of the ' C b q u  La ' I visited the glacier 
with Ang a w a .  dou& thc p s  was nor massed it is p r o m y  
the cad of the three pa- between tk two valIeys. 

Beforc returning to camp we ascended a 19,000 foot peak on 
its north-west side, enjoying several rock pitches of *edt 
standard. The no& side waa a p d i h  rock waU as is 
$ten the mx with thc Dodh Kosi mountains, and the walk d 
m the wuth errtremely 9. 

During the third week of April, Stoner, in the campany of 



S ~ V W ~  Sherpas and the s p l d i d  Ang T h ~ k ~ y  {Sirdar), t r o d  
the &&dt Ambu La* 19,500 k t ,  to the Hongu Lakc 
above Mera Kharka. From Hmgu tbcn amdad rhe west 
col of the h Sadde, but from there Stoner retuned as he 
thought he might find th-e east col an hpracbb1e route on 
return. This was a fine achievement by S w ,  whu has done 
little rnaunrainemhg. 
In &c last 4 of April Jewcs and I dkd to Chukuxlg 

and from &ere p h d  a camp neat the Yak Pass a P&d& Cd 
whkhlearlrcf~am the h j a  &la rn the Khumbu. Thb 
about 193000 fee& was crossed by Lambert in 1952 and by an 
Everest party in 1953. A W g  was also made on lsthday, 
1954, by Stabart, Laps and Edgar. From the col amp Joeves 
and I ascended P&, a peak d 20,000 feet, which was 
c h k l  by Ward, Noyce 4 Bourdillw the previous ycar. Thc 
rmk is not gaod and mow mnditionr wre a h  bad on be no&- 
west side, but the views from the- s u m m i t 4  Bma Dablam, the 
Barrier, and the Lhotw-Nupk wall - rerampenst o m  fully for 
any disappointment in t b ~  climb. Duri the mxt four days the 
two of us m o d  the Ambu Lapcha to Hon and aMmded 
an enja abk glacier peak above the lake, K "  whic gives s@@d 
v i m  J c ~ ,  P I U ~  P d ,   ma ~ h h  and the m mls 
which l e d  over to Mingbo and rhe h j a  Khola. Lam in the 
year Char1es Evam used &B summit as a survey point. 
In May most of rhe members of rhc expedition visited Par&'$ 

Camp I, which is h e e n  19,500 feet and 20,000 kt on 
Purnori. This campsite provides excellent views of the mu& to 
dx summit of Everest by the icefall, Western Cwm, Lhow Fam 
and South (201. The North Col and the dopes up which the prec 
war Everesters dimbed are alsa dear to see, and the viewpoint is 
a ' must ' for anyme who visits the Wlumbu valley, 
On the last day thas the mpcditim members were together six 

of us joined in a mkea climb on the icefall in commmoration 
of &c ascent d Evemst the previous year. 

Whilst the rest of the mpedition returned to Kadmdu,  I 
made the journey from Evenst to Kangrhenjunga by way of 
&Mu. With h g  Dawa and a number of po-s I m d  the 
b b u  Lap& and wtehin five days of leaving thc R b d  ice- 
f d l d e d r l m c M & d u G k i e r a f e e r d  t h e w a t d m  
cols Of &e Barun Saddle. A height of 21,O 1 0 feet was a&d 
m this crosshg in & to obrain photographs of M u  and the 
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B a r n  Phtau. On tbe Makdu G k  I met Sir h u n d  
HiJIaq and Brian W*s, and for the next day and a bdf 
stayed with Dr. 'Mike' Ball and Jim McFarlane at the New 
Zealand Base Camp in the Bamn Valley. Part af a day was also 
spent with the Californian Makalu Expedrtion which had just 
established Camp Ill on rhe d below the scuth-east rock ridge. 
M m  reaching the Arun Valley at  Sibrung we c r o s d  he 

Chepua and Chyamtung by a s abovc Namocbe. We myd 
at Guyem in he Wakang Kh or' and then crossed the Hakha La 
and folIowed the M t m g  Chu in Tibct for stveral  mile^ past the 
flat-roofed villa e of Kudo. The EolIowing eveni we camped on 
tlx T i p  La, t ti us r e c d g  the UmbM d and returning 
to Ncpal. Th j m e p  d a m  th Tmur Valley to Walun hung 
Oola was very wct and misty, a fo-a of the weather &t pre- 
vailed for the next few days during the cmssing to Ghunza-via 
the Nanp La. After an eventful passage up the Yamtari 
Glacier, A q  Dawa and I rhen journeyed bough the night 
across the Smon La and the Mergin La to reach Tseram and jain 
tlw mrmbus of the Kangchcnjunga Reconnaissance. That last 
mge of the journey was a hard one'but is d l  runembad for 
d rmsans - Everest and MaMu seen at dawn across a sea 
of cloud from the Merain La; Kangchenjunga, Jannu, Kabru and 
a hose of o h  p t  p k s  m n  from the pass above Tseram; the 
mcEing with the reconnaissance party in the Yalung Vdey; and 
finally, perhaps -st memarable of 2111 the meeting with my 
brother, a story told morc fuIl elsewhere in the \oumcrt. 
h d, five peaks over 19, 8 00 f e a  were climbed in Sola 

PEhumbu, three a£ them 20,000 or more in hught. Two passes 
aver 20,000 fret were crossed, and seven of 19800 feet or over 
were either crogsrd or their tapmost point attained. At rimes it was 
galling not to be able to set down a cam and attempt a larger 
or more difficult +, but ntvwthdess & writer feels &at the 
frequent cmsmuntrg journeys anpensated more (ban fuIly for 
such fzlwnentg of frustration. 

The days s p t  w n g  the happy Sherpa pple ,  and in 
mountain wandering in Sola Khambu will always remain a rich 
memory. 



A WARNING TO NUCTURNAL ' AQUABATS.' 
K. I .  Mddrum 

~ a n d I h a d t m n r n e m b e r s o f t h e s c h l ~ l l ~ t m ~  
club since it was r c s d  a h  the war3 and the fquent visits 
we had made to rfie British hills during the holidays had whetbed 
our appetites for greater things, further afield. However, this 
summer would he our last opprtunity before our Natiwal 
Service. Fdowhg in the fooh~reps of our former members, Sir 
John Hunt, Michael Wad and Charleg Wyllie, we b d d  for 
the Mecca of all Alpine climbers, Charnonix. Circumstances 
forced us to travel by di&reat routes. We, whose time war 
limited, h w ,  whereas 3 spent a we& in h i t & - W g  through 
France, waiting patiently for my 1% to regain its okl strength, 
having been in plaster for the previous five weeks. 
We met in Chammix towards the a d  of Jdy, and the &g 

heat drove us to the mare teqxrate rcgions of the Plaa de 
I'AiguiUc. In good heart we set out at two the next mmning, 
with a French party who were ping to climb lYAiguille dc I'M, 
hutwehadmt nehrbeforewewmcaptivadhy&~ti l la-  
ting ridges of d? c Caiman a ~ d  Aigde  du Midi. Regadless of 
scale we thought we wodd traverse the Fou, Caiman and Midi 
returning ta the Chalet in the ahemcan. Soon, howwcr, we 
wue d y  disillusionad - it was a weary pair of dimhen that 
plodded back at dusk having My set ht on &t mountain. 
In the light af wr cxpienec, we resoived to try someding a 

little easier and, after much deliberation, the ' Mohc ' was 
chosen. This was not to p m  such a light undertaking as one 
might at &st sup , At last wc wcrc glad to be m y  from 

$" Charnonix - for t re a fecling of htemc depression setmad to 
follaw us wherever we went but was soon &pdlcd on arrivd 
at Monfeayers, only to return with tbt dimvery that Mike's axe 
had been ltft an the scation in Chammix. Wc had the patest  
dif6cdty in puading rbe railway authorities to f o d  it by 
a later train, and we waited its arrival with p w h q  hparienct 
and anxiety. The eomcqwma of this delay were not Wt for 
s e v d  hours to m e .  

Our objective was that most elusive of huts-' The C0uVQj.t '; 
the d&ulry involved was i n c r d  by our lack of maps, w&b 
had ken I&, mg&m with the axe in Cbgmonix. Howevw, 
we were asswed b y d l  thcclenkmof tbe ice tunnel that it was  



only a question of following thc numerous guided parties. This 
advim we took as Ear as the glacier de Geants; there we were 
confronted by the sight d welcome lights further up the lacier 
ir wasn't until later that we learnt that this was the L& 
Lechaux. 

At this sragc we made the first of a series of mistakes which 
was to end in near d i s m .  W e  pressed along the compaxativ~y 
well dehned track for mme tirne, and during one of our rather 
frequent stops we chanced to 1mk bebiud us - there, on a 
shoulder of the ' Moine ' lay The Couverde. 

Carefully retracing aur steps in the quickly fading light, we 
made a bri$ survey which setmcd anything but p m d n g .  The 
only weakness appeared to be up the casmde falling from the 
TA&e glacier to the Mer de Glace; on its left was a wall of 
uncompromising cliffs, the right was flanked by water-warn slabs, 
so smooth that even in stockhgd feet they would not 'go.' A 
heated argument ensued, wasting several oE our precious minutes, 
in which we decided not to bivouac, but to make every effm to 
reach the hut. Accordin ly we began what was undoubtedly the 
h a  ascent af this wat d all, md was later to prove our undoing. 

The initial stages were not difficult, a d  we wtre able to avoid 
a wetting b adroit use of the infrequent stepping sfones which 
presented Lmse~ves. ~ v u y  foot brought us nearer to the 
glacier snout which once gained would be our salvation. Now 
only one hundred feet Erom it, we took the plunge, literally. The 
terrific roar of the water being swallowed up in the caverns of 
&t Ma de Glace justified the use of a rope. The water tumbled 
over a chock stone for ten feet in an unbroken stream, and it was 
only by jamming thc pick of he axe that I could puU up until 
my knee was poised over a lower mne.  The pressure of water 
on a heavy rucksack was tremendous and it was tauch and p 
whether we would makt it. At length we did make it, only to 
disdaver after a brief use that the axe had been lost, together 
with the haves which E d been threaded through the rucksack- 
perhaps to satiate the Gods of the Mer de Glace 1 The loss of 
an ice axe was in itself a disaster, but not as m ~ o p h i c  as the 
lms of the rope, s m d s  later. As the rope wan hauled in, the 
loose was dragged down imo the swirling foam, where it b c  
w e U  and auly jammed. Rather than ubmdon & rope altogether, 
we cut it with our pemahhg axe - still not free - two more 
cuu freed a Itngtb of some twenty feet, combined t a t i u  now 



brought us in a state of mmplete exhamtion on to the smooth 
slabs which Id easily to the glacier, 

Darkaess was now upoa us, na rope, one axe and a doukhl 
pair of cramps,  soaked to the skin, with no food - what a 
prospa ! Thoughts we had entertained of a bivouac bad by 
nexdpy to be abdmed, the only alternaive was to go go. 
Holdiag hands, we cramponed up for about one hundred feet, 
making full use of all the embedded stones, until the angle 
&mi, only to lead inao a maze of unstable m a  and gaping 
crevasses, a mrld of cold dedation under the velvet &q. 

Our progress was finally Mted by a h g I y  b m o d e s s  
crevasse, where we stood whimpering almost in a stare of hysteria. 
This was emphlgcd by the hut lights shining boldly and so 
~x~&ngIy, only a me8 thxm away. 

Deciding tbat this Iunacy must end, we began to shout as 
much to h p  up our morale as mything, but it was with a trcm- 
endous Wing of die£  rhat we saw the tiny pinpints of l i ~ h t  
emerging from the hut, collecting, dividing, and finally caning 
nearer. We prayed that swn we s h d d  be rdcased from our 
agonies. Ohl To be able to sit down to a steaming mug of 
coffee, but this was not to be, despite onr frequent shouts of 
'Sacour.' It may have been that our inadequate French was 
misunderstood. Howevu, nothing happened. Hmkg e a r h a d  
o w  French vcrcabdaq, we r e m d  to our native tangue. In 
retrospect my only hope is that our would-be saviours were not 
conversant with the language. Gradually the various group 
dispersed along the perimeter of the glacier and always we herud 
the dl, ' Ne traversez point,' echoing from one side to the other, 
being answered by other fainter calls, and above all the stentorian 
M o w s  af ' Sewur,' rang out as if from gods in torment. Event- 
ually it dawned on us that nothing eodd be done to help unless 
our posiriotl was known, and since all our matches were mined, 
we were unable to help our rescuers. ' Nous n'avons pas un 
lumier.' but &s was onlv a shadow of uur former calls as we 
i& its implications. ' 

Slowly a peace d d e d  an the whole atfair, paTting remarks 
were &own at us in abuse, as the group mated whence they 
had come. to the m t b  and &tv of the but. Left alone in 
the d d ,  moonlight our thougkts wandered. Wrhy were 
we b? - All that money wasted on m ducatha, what will 
my parenu think - Students Die in Jps Tragedy I Then 



d W y I  as if by d q & y  ow h g h t a  'oinad in the m u d  
fight for survivd. what had &be 4 i m p a i ~ e  was 
Stbout a murmur, the gat crevasse was mssed a narrow 
mow hi* and p m p w  was made mady u A* 

The place where the rescuers hd k n  was given a wide be& 
inre we n d v  assumed in our lieht-hdad mte. that the 
p a q  being uaabie to reach us, wc ;add be d& to reach 
them, Consequently, WE meandered up the g W ,  W e d  in 
the incr$dible d vemss of a rnoadigh~ wbkh bore a re- 3 mbIanc:e ta ern sweet lighting and, Eke it, surpwnded 
everything with that sickly colm9 which can only be a w d a t d  
with putrefaction. At last we reached the ' Jardin ' (why it ~~ nameis bepndme, it is notbgbnt ani 

TtwildCfn=' whcace a horiaomal hav- weuld lcpd us aaig to thc hut: 
d on not botking to m o u e  our c- ns on the r 2 =It scemed an d t y ,  at last wc saw a g irnmcr, bur 

was it the light from thc Requin Hut? . . . No, these lighu 
m moving, axrd whm k e  ia fight, there is hope, so we 
moved on with renewed vigou, m n  mmiag into a French party 
which was jusi leaving for the Vcrm. Lide did we know at 
therimetharthiawasrhclutdmewe s h ~ d d s e e b  alive- 
&& adventure did end in a t m d v .  
Qn arrival at the hut we w& k t c d  fike h-S, a d  the 

rexue party the fira to enquire after OW beafth, at the same 
time assuring w that had they known the circumstances, they 
would cer~~iniv hve msevmd in the rescue. H m w .  further 

MI an'dd &S - we & asleep, 
In spite of our exprienq we set aflE at ten tht day to 

camplet our plan* the ascent of the Maine. Al-h it was 
d y  mgdt by the ' voie f l ~ f d e , '  it f o r d  a contrast so corn- 
p k  m the events of. the previous  nigh^ that in retrospect theg 
seemed dtnost wotzh while. 

It would m doubt h of intereat a those wha sre n m  t~ this 
district, to k n m  the curme route. This c a n s i ~ ~  of a &series of 
hand-rds and rrred h d b  lading stmight ham the Mer de 
G k  up what we had considemi to be the unoompmidng 
dihl 



INNOCENTS IN THE IWX 
A. H. GrrGrrfifi 

The busy Ka&i to Keswidt army thraugh the h k e  
District aad its antinuation dong the north shore of Bassen- 
hwaite Lake towards Carlrsle, cuts the National Park and its 
mountains into two approxhaDCI equal portions, and rhe lay- 
man might ass- P he was &ciently inhruted, that it dtxs 
much the m e  thing for the rock climbs of rhe district 

C h k r s ,  however, know ~ ~ d y .  Wat of the main d, 
with its double-dedrex bum, caravan sites aad burishg ice 
cream trade, there. arc lisped, in h a l f - ~ h  srmt g u h  Wst, 
between six and men hundred rock climbs, and many more 
routes st i l l  await official recogGtion. In the neglected eagtern 
m a ,  however - a reasonably hilly area which contains the 
Helvellyn range, Skiddaw, Blmrhra, Fairfield, &h S&eet 
and many more dwated h n s  of camtryside - the climbs 
are easily cm*d in o m  madm d o n  at the end of the old 
Dow Gag and Lmgdale guide, published in 1838, Even 
including obsrmre mutts which have since proved udediab le  
the p d  total is - or was - the miserable one of thiq-ei ht. 
No doubt tkre are pb&l reasons why there hul d lx 

more rock &mbs west of Dunmail Raise than east of it but it 
seems rather strange that ebere should be as many as smaratn 
times more. YOU have onig to egaroinc the bead of Deepda% or 
spead halfdn-hour with your  eye^ open nar the Thirhxe dam 
to rcalisc that even t h e  dm@ am fells can run to rock 
now a n d  again. k v e r ,  m a y  of the crags &and bare and 
bold on Phe fellside instead of lying hidden in the undttpwth 
or jungle Eke certain crajp in a well-luzawn western valley. 

li you care to h k  for it there is, in any amount of rock 
among &e eatern Mh, although some of thme crap may only 
be reached by waking which may not suit eveqane. There 
are also averal beautiful and, ao far, h t  d d  valleys 
compatathdy free of m&s, orange pI and lifter* At the 
moment you a climb on these crags without ~ I C  4 for 
qucucing, watch tbe b u a d s  soaring u & M  or hthc in 
the @s without d d e s i a g  the proprides - an idyllic state 
of affairs which dmbdess will goan change wben the ncw guide 
comes at. Tt dl probabiy contain scmethin~ like three h e s  
as many climbs as the old om - a madeat incrate &cd, 
not by the authors, but k tbe mmmadable exployatoq 
of a smaII group of muck tougher di&. 
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The original authors of ehe 'Outlying Crags ' saction of the 
old Ifuidt were C, J* Adey Cooper and E. Wood-Jobown, but 
this was by no meaoa thtir principal literary task at that time. 
The former had becn r a k  more i n h e l y  iwolvd with the 
Gable and the latter with the Borrowdale guide - in pre- 
Bentley Beetham days. Apparently, in the very begking, h e  
word ' Bmowdac ' was held to include ' all outl 
between Shap and he sea not prided for u n d e r T d E  
crags.' Had Beetham been aold this before embarking on b 
new Borrowdale guide thcre would now be climbs on John Bell's 
Banner and Wansfdl Pike, p t  evidence of wee felling over 
moq of Westmorland, and no nesd for this article. 

F a d  with the addition to their already considerable labours 
of completing the outlying crags section of the guide and 
mcmbling at rhc thought, as Asdq Cmptr put it in the 1933 
Journal, that they might be saddled with researches into 'the 
basalt d i  of Northumbirland or the mouldering ironstone of 
the CImdand hills ' the early joinr au&m did not waste any 
time peering up untrackd valleys for new climbs or signs of old 
ones but rushed into paint as quickly as psible.  

That was dm the idea of G. B. S@ey when he was 
&tailed to inveaigate what another seventeen years had done 
to the outlying crags but he has been t h w d  at every turn 
by people incrcasingIy keen on scaling vertical or even over- 
hanging rock, As 1 live in the district and have transport I was 
enrolled as as ismt  and at first we innocently thought the task 
might not be too formidable. We were aware that some able 
climbere had d iwered  the &stence d astern Lakeland, but 
we took much d o r t  horn the assurance of As@ Cooper that 
g d e  book writers ' need not be b&t exponents of the arr d 
rack climbing, provided that they can call upon others to carry 
out the d i i d t  routes,' W e  k & r e  =st about for peap1e who 
could nor only do very mas but could a h  record what they 
had done in readable En#&. 

Having thought of someone who might be able to drag us up 
Jome of the 1as overhanging dings on the Castle Rock a£ Trier- 
& and, having actually ascended Hangover on h e  Crag at 
the end of a piace of very reliable nylon rope, we thought we 
might be able to press on with the &£lidts with =me con- 
fidence. But we were in for a rude &&. 

One evening I happcned to be tending my front lawn, which 



abuts on to the main road through the Lake District, and idly 
wondering whether we might bt able to rise to a couple of very 
difficults on Cam& Fd the following day w h  D o d d  
Hopkin, laden with rop and travdhg northwards, stopped his 
motorcyde at my p e .  Glad of the a a s e .  I abandoned my 
mower and wc dked shop. Hc was on his way, he told mt, ao 
Raven Crag and, tbkhg he meant the h g d a i e  one, I felt on 
familiar ground. Oh, yes, we'd cleaned up most of that, I 
boasted, but of course it was not an outlying crag. ' It most 
d y  is,' he c o u a ~ .  ' I  mean Raven Crag, T h i r h .  
That's where the real Jirnbcrs go now. T h e  arc nine VS's. 
there already.' 

This ruined our rrpetktnd, We had always known Raven 
Crag, Thirlmm, but had automatidly w r i m  it off as much 
tm steep for our atrention. Now pop had actualiy rtprad 
climbing an the wr& thing and, though it Iim a k w  
hundred yards to the west of my uitc arbitrary linc of dtavage 
between rucern and o a a n  L&%.d, it was hcld m be an 
' outlying crag.' ' Marvellous routes, tm,' went on Hopkin, who 
It was beginning to likt lees every mint. ' When we'd 6 d s h d  
with Castle Rock we just moved acms to the other side of the 
dam. Very convdat ,  rally.' 

That sort of thing has been going on, 1 am sorry to say, m a  
since we stzutad and my manager now auhrisa mc to Invite 
climbers who can do overhangs to come to our aid. Wt may 
tvm k able to get them a menhn in the new guide. 
To counter this dimwing accent on vdcality and to find 

something wc a d d  do, George and I once discovered a new 
crag, Eagle Crag in Grizedalc, a h  watchin a nimble s k p  
accomplishing the last few kct of what h k c f a  pleasant climb. 
We thought that if a sheep d d  get up there must bt holh on 
it and we might even bt able to get up ourseivds. The d t  
was three quite nice, sunny mutes, a aupk d possible routes 
which better climbers might bt able m polish off and a famame- 
hoking ddng which Jim Bitken thought ~ I I  go on a day. 
Seeing that none of us d d  even get o the p u n  on hs 
routc we did not men htk to iospct the overhangs higher 
up on a rapt. 

Of cowipe, our principal concern has been &g out the older 
mutes. The oldest of them - apart from Zron Crag Gdy in 
Shoulthwh wbkh dates back to the h d c  era d should be 
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writtea off - is Dollywqgon Gully, dimbed by Col, Westmor- 
land when he was a little lad and probably never repeated until 
our ascent: v t i o n s  lam. That was our impression at the 
time, anyway. This gully is now rather s;rb than Wore, large 
@om of its retaining walls having peeled ofE during ow 
ascenr. This was a climb wbich we felt might be bewitbin our 
powers - it was clw5ed 'mdembely =cult' - but as it 
was xathcr a wet day we employed Jack Carwell to lead the 
enterprise. At one point, 1 discwered Ehat the wall against which 
I w u  n q l i p t l  leaning was about to c & p ,  Gtorgq who 
was Mow me., h ad do dame urgent scamping before I 
could s t q  to one side and allow the force of gravity to replenish 
the sam below. 

For some reason, 1 x t~ hatohave ken considerably involved 
with laose rock in remt y m .  Om d o n ,  not mnmncd 
with this guide, was whcn Eric Amnimn inansidctattly droppad 
a large rock on me in Newlands Gully on Miners' Crag. I did 
not see the thing coming dawn but it fck exactly like being 
crushad by a heavy sideboard. Eric shouted down: ' Tie y o d  
on in case you faint, and sit down for a bit,' and I was rrying to 
comply with the instructions when he dropped anoxher one on 
me. I saw this one coming, but, being a sitting bid  t h e  was 
not much I could do about it, and be winged me on the 
arm . . . 

Oddly mough, Eric was aLso involved in some rock juggling 
on Migraine on Hutable Crag in Deepdale. It was my tum to 
lead and I w a s  peddling about in a link crack quite a way 
above the acrets without making much progress. Eric was 
menty feet bdow me, and as I was rnakiog heavy wearher of 
it he kindy came up and tmk a fragmentary belay just Maw 
me. I then made my h r t ,  reached up for the top of a jammed 
flake - and the whole mass lurched outwards. 

Several things then hap ened wry quickly. Eric reached 
up and pressed me on to L e  rack, just holding me in balance, 
I managed to bold the flake in place for a second or two with 
my knee and George* who was supervising from the screes, 
was told to him& and Eric's dog out of it as quickly as 
possible. xs mok about three aecands but it seemed like 
three hours. At the end of it a few tons of Aake hurtled to the 
screes. We all had another look at the crack, both from below 
and from above, and decided - p t l y  to my relief - that 



I had so wrecked the pitch that it was m w  quire ~ ~ ~ e .  
The route now pa ta the left. 

One of the U V B I ~ ~ ~  af being assistant to a guide writer 
is that on m v w q  mutes you have to do all the dirty work, 
leaving him to his writing in the com@vely d r t a b l c  
position of second man. This h y  happens in dirty g u l h  
and the literary work is arried out on miserable bits of note 
paper which arc mmpMy bedraggled and weadable at the 
end of the day. This casual approach to -the work is to be 
deplored. T once received, through the post, a missitre from 
SpeaFely and Turn Price, then holidaying in Skye, which con- 
sisted of the sodden side of a Quaker Oats packet, date h a d  
'The H o d ,  Cur&&, Monday,' with the message more or less 
obliterated either by spray, para& or both. On the pl-tcr 
routes the manager probably insists on lading as many of the 
k t  pitches as you will allow, and the a M s  job Ehen 
hecomes largely a question of trying to remember how many 
pieces of white tape - tied on the rope at five kt intends - 
have passed him by. 

Now a d  again a mpscicntious guide b d  writer feels him- 
self compdcd to investigate one of the harder mutts - even 
if he ha9 to be dragged up by a minion - but an assistant can 
plead loss of form ur i n d i k t  footjpr and wriggle out of 
the duty. Gaorffe feIt b I f  impelled for some cxmodinaty 
reamn to che the aIready a d c n t  &&prim of Hangover 
on Dove Crag and secured a y m g  tiger ta do the h a d  work, 
I felt no urge whatever to attempt this ovtrhaaging CM but I 
promised to walk up the screa and shout &actions. Having 
thus washed my hands of the whole &air I spcnt the day 

the a m p t  in motoring some very active young men 
about the Lakt Districr. They were pacing an even more active 
and younger man on an attempt to break Bob Graham's feI1 
walking record. As two of the pacers had to cover between 
them nearly all the Lake District rnounmins this mmnt quire 
a day, wen for the motorist. Wcathcr iamfered with the 
attempt but that was no rmwn for caneding the debration 
which followed, and the party finished in the w l y  morning 
Bows. 

The screes bclow Dove Crag are stmp, but the next 
morning rhey were nearly vertical and 1 was very rdieved to 
reach the fm of the crag where I hoped to sit and gloat. Most 
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unfortunately, however, this was not t~ be. Despite the 
promises that bad bees. made, supported by every acuse I could 
manufacture, 1 was eventually bullied into tying on. The 
thing which r d y  clinched the matter was tbat the young man 
who had run up and down about twea'ty mounrains thc 
previous day was a h  to be taken up the climb by one d his 
pacers. Aher that, it was ludess s a c  mything. 

All 1 can say about the climb is tht crux seemed to be 
both strenuous d d b  at one and the same monzent, d 
that nylon rope is extremely d i k .  I would have thought 
that the leader wouId have been demoralised by the discovery 
of the piton lying at the foot of tht dimb - the longest and 
rustiest one we had ever seen, something like a large piece of 
r*~. However, he had mort of his own and, later on, 
hanging horn one of his pieces of ironr~onaery at the friction 
stance, I marvelled at the wondm of engineering and thought 
l o ~ n g I y  of the codortable p ledge below m e  on thc 
scms where f had planned to sleep and smoke. A b w d  we 
all a g r d  it w a ma&cent dimb - it was certaidy a very 
fine lead. 

There is much more to be dane among the eastern fells - 
maybe not dimbs like Hangover, but probably plmsant routes 
for the average climber in rather dSmmt country. These new 
rwm need not include the 'thirty foot moderates' which 
Astley %per so despised twenty-twa years ago, but there may 
be several 150 feet very dif%cuIts for t& picking. Such 
routes are not ro be &wnted - as m e  grows older they 
beeame more and mare attractive - and they would be even 
better if twice. as lona. C h a h l  somerhing has been done 
an a smallish scale to &set the w & congestion in ~ a n g d d t  
and Borrowdale and no do& the work will continue. Perhaps 
this is a selfish thought but I only hope the eastern fells will 
not bmme too mowdad. 

iVote. This article was written before G. 3. Spcnceley was dectcd to 
go to South Gmgia.  When this h a p p e d  rhc ' guide assismnt ' was 
promod to ' collabramr.' Ed,, F. & R.C.C.J. 



MY FIRST MEET 
Dm Evsns 

I emqcd h m  h d c  station in the tarly hours of a 
summer's morniq with a suiteast in one hand, and m r p t u ~  
to the fcllq a d rucksack ovcr my sh*. Still hghhg, 
I sup* that I was in Imndon, I waitad for a taxi bo driw up. 
I waited and waitcd - at la& in disill&nmtnt, I set off on 
h t  towards Wasdatt. 

Some  hop^ lam I arrived, and weary, at Bradme 
dose. All b r d s t o  wcre ovcr but my s e l k  b prom& 
oooked me another o m  and, &us h h d ,  I 

TOoimLht me with an inquioitivc cyc. I was presented wi r chaotic scene 
d aountainws, men MCI girls, hurrying to and fro with ro F" climbing b, buckets d brooms. Up to that h e  1 ad 
imagined that mowmimen in g e n d  would look as formidable 
as thc north face of the Eip ,  and that lady diderr in partidsir 
would be complctc h h a .  1 had begun to be aIgaeably 
surprised when my host iaaurupc#l my revcries and pnrcaeded 
with some ceremony to present me t~ a large climber. Although 
that person &d me with an indifferent eye, I did that 
an important ritual in my graduation as a member of the Club 
had ncverthdcss just been ptrformed; its s i ~ d - c c  1 only came 
to understand later, bur it was, of eoursq being inmdutcd to the 
L c a d ~  of the Meet. 
As with an eye to a pleasant s n m  after my all-night journey 

I now retread in the direction of rht &mi-, a rope was 
plonkad on my shoulder and I was whisked away to the Ms. 
Our route led up a long and very steep shoulder to a eongbmtra- 
tion of stones, which I Iearnt was called Hollow St-. From 
this viewpint my attention was d i r d  to an earlier m, 
M y  bd-way up P i  B u m .  That noble tower d rock 
with its soaring sweep of pale grey slabs, Ranked on either ddc 
by the mat precipices of Central Buttrcss and the Low Man, 
a s t  an immediatt spell on me. It rrmained much in my 
thoughts during the ensuing week, untiI at last I was abIe to do 
the only adquate thing that can be done with such an indiAuent 
and motionless bcauty4imb L 

After mmt deliberation our party split up and I was relieved 
to tind m y d  d y  on a ropt between W.E.K. and J.W.G. (as 
she tben was). The d e r  p i t c h  of Moss GhyU p a s d  without 
incident and having negotiated a step which, sim all atcp - 
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to be called Collie's step, J wiII d Catlit's step, we urived at 
the Amphitheatre. Hrt, to wr ddigh~ we had a d l q e - ~ k ~  
of a n o k  member of the Meet, stuck in a damp, green chimney; 
ifhe was not upsidedown t h t g h e m v u y  nearly sa, andthe 
~ ~ p e b e t f f F B e n h i m a n d h i s l ~ , b a g h ~ u p r h e ~ , w a s  
wound round the chkbitona and protuberams of S d  in a 
most ingenious mannet. It was some rhk b e b e  we could t a r  
ourselves away from tbis happy sight, but I was =tly $ad 
that the rhimney was thus -pied, since we had no choice but 
to finish our d id  by the a d  dtlightfd SMS to the l$t. 
k p t f o r t b i s ~ ~ h , M o s s G h ' y H h a d & m m e a l o n g  
and b i d a b l e  a&air; while it ww dearly p d a &  to follow 
up it (having just prfmmd the fat),  it was beyond my under- 
standing how anyone could venture ta Ica$ it- 
% evening in the hut is a c a n f u d  membry of p p l e  

&g, drinking te chathg, washing up and making t k i i  
bualcg far the night. 'r he night itself was di& ia its earlier 
hours by the buzz and clatter of fresh arrivals from distant parts, 
and in its lam hours by the chattering and screaming of the 
more desperate c b b e r s  in their deep. I t  was, rherdore, in no 
very rebeshad spirit that I looked out n e t  morning (Sunday) 
on P grey sky, with t b r e a t w  clouds low over Ymbarrow and 
thc Scrms. The whole meet had now arrived d twenty or SQ 

people swn set d3 in a ' antic d e ,  strung out a c m  the 
S a a ,  When, in the sstiorhed mid& d this e d e ,  
I arrived at the foot of Great: d y  1 Poolr the preautiw of 
mingling ixl the thidmhq crowd, in the e x w o n  that the 
Leader of the Meet (J.BC.) would in dm c m ~  tack me on to 
some FxSwerful dimks. What was snp dismay to find evcq 
r n m b m d r h e ~ b u t o n e d d ~ x l a e ; a n d I m t h t n  
commanded m lead &at one. I wobbled up the towards 
J.E.C., mumbling my inexperience; but it was useless. 

P a s s i n g r h e f e ~ r e m a i n s d a ~ ~ a f t , I ~  
with shaking kneg up some rickety and d d m e d  rocks. In 
mr t h e  I found my& scrabbhg sn s h h q  footholds 
at an aiming height abme my mnd.  I managed to wmpb 
the pitch, halfdaztd, but 1 was appalled at the p m  of the 
cndess d i m b ' i  ahead. However, I soon su 
s w a d i q  my second tcr lead the more dZIicult pi& and, &, 
every pitch whenever J.EC- was not looking. In &is w2y we 
mutually emerged, triumphant, at the top of the Gdy.  The 



clouds, we f a d ,  had d d .  The wMe of hkd& and 
long slopes to Scafdl were Aooded wirh & and a 
s e c o a ~  li* from the remating buds, piled io lgut 
white towers above h hd.p o£ BowfJl and W n k l c  Crags. I t  
was in gay and spirited mood that we meandered in twos and 
threes dong the tops and down thc pony back to Brackendose. 
As, her, we sat in the hut over stcankg mugs of tea, with 
Wastwater $imhg between the oak trees and 4 g h t  
mwninginthrwghthewidewindrrws ,Zkptofdthat  
intense affection far Ehchdose which so many Fell and Roclc 
mtm&rs must have expieneed. 

Monday was overcast with a thin drizzle falling. Our 
pa5, m h t  dimini~hed, m e  at Hollow Stmesl oncc more 
and we smn noticed, high on the upper part of the Flake, a 
d i s w h e d  m m k  d the Club pnqmhg ta dimb it by means 
of a lay-hack in boots, We d i s p d  d v a  as comfortably as 
we mdd and d t c d  for him to fa11 off. When he had fallen ofT, 
a eend  of his appeared at Hollow Smnts. ' - has fallen 
off C.B.,' we remarked. His friend was s M .  ' - 7 
Never f' he exclaimed; and it was not until we had pointed out 
the intrepid climber, now same twenty feet above the Oval and 
swinging r t l y  in the summer breeze, that he would bdicve us. 
We could ar&y have had a more dramatic demonstration of the 
safety of a climbing mpe than this, yet the tymt caused a 
general disinclination t~ dimb among our partp, and it w a s  witb 
no enthusiasm at all &at I was dragged by W.E.K. up K k c k  
Brothus. 

There followed sewraI days of elirnbi and fd-walking, in 
overcast but bonedry mthcr, on Gable, Pillar and down inw 
Borrowdale. On Saturday, the last but one of the holiday, the 
weather dawned grey but dry as usual, and we set out (con- 
siderably after dawn it must k admitred), five m a  and two 
girls, for Pier's GiII. At the foot of tbe Gill it WH our sad duty 
to say farewd to the girls; we had neitbtr the time nor the 
leaders to complete P i s  Progress in more than two parties. 
The first pitch (like many hst pit&) I found somewhat n c t p ~  
shamhg, pdcdarly its AJ' finish. Our d s c q ~ t ~ l t  pr* 
p s  up this d q  and narrow ravine seemed to cariskt mainly 
of wading in rims and climbing up waterfalls; even on the few 
dry piaches the m k  was ii& bctler than mud and water: it was 
so rotten that one could have dug handholds in it, if there had 



been any shortage of them. Nevertheless, the canyon bad a 
cmmh Wi West grandnu about i~ and the break-away to thc 
right up the steep slabs of the scmp pointing b g h t  at the 
summit of L i n p d ,  was q u i ~  delightful. The m o p  got 
narrower and steeper as one procoedad and culminated in a cave 
formed by a boulder jammed a- it. C b b i n g  out of thc 
mve, my m e r  and I m s e d  the mee of the upper gully 
(car$ul not to d i M g  any uf it on the Beads o£ h e  others 
below) and sat down on an dry ledge of tbt final &. As once 
before from Great Gully of the S a e q  so now we had tinmged 
into a world of summer sunshine. Bees buzzed, beatha glowed, 
and Well Pike and Gable shone high and misty  yellow in the 
suntight We raced up the bouldery d t e  to the top oi  Ling- 
d and there, lazing about: while waiting for thc orhers, 
occupied our time in studying the shadowad Eace of Pisgah 
Buttrtss opposite. When everyone had gatherd at &c summit 
I t a promiso that we would climb Pis@ B u m  next day, F w 'A w d d  be the last day of our holiday. Settled in this 
deckion we rounded off the day, yawning and sleepy, on rhe 
sun-warmed of the Wall and Crack. 

When I looked out of the hut on Sunday morning wisps of 
white mist were slowly drifting and didving up the gullies oE 
Yewbarrow; the whole dale was listening and sparklin in the 
sunshie and each stane. leafed %r aacb and frond of '6 racken 
round Wmtwarer was &red in its d m .  We hurried 
through breakfast and having said godbye to the two @Ie and 
one male member of our party, who were leaving that rnor*, 
thc remaining. four of us were smn d i n g  and sweating up 
Brown Tongue. It was with a measure of relid that we passed 
out d rhc shimmering sunli t  into the shadow of S d l  Crag, 
clattering our way sluwly up the screw. When we reached &e 
foot of Pisgah Bumas we were glad m fling ourselves down and 
lean back winst the cool rock. Here, the other three started to 
eat their sandwiches; quite frankly, I was tm m o u r  to do more 
than nibble at some chocolare: for we were to dirnb in two pairs, 
and since the experienced E. had promised his wife not to lead, 
I inco~ously was to lead him. Having phlegmatidly con- 
sumed an enormous lunch, W.E.R. and J.B.R. started up he 
steep first pitch of the direct route. I dried the soles of my rubbers 
on my sucks and hen, with mind submerged, followed after 
them. 
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Every srep 1 took A to lift me the mht d a hwst 
above the last one. I noticed, through the corners of mg eyes, 
the d o l e  dde £ a h g  away b e n d  my feet. My lw and arms 
were shaking W t I y ;  but there was no red &dty yet. 

Thrrty feet up my nose arrived at the thewel of a narrow ledge; 
rhcre was a good handhold h e  and I was able to step com- 
fortably up. But in vain 1 b k d  for k t h w  handbales (he  
r d e r  may not recognix Pisgah B u m  Direct from this 
melodramatic dmaiption, but tbis is how it seemed to me at the 
time). I sidestepped cauriously along the ledge ta rhe right, 
moving my hands to and ho moss the &. Above the lodge 
the rock began to bulge further and further out, tending to push 
me backwards as I in&& don I came to a full stop. 2 Let it k admitted at once at a rope was lowered to me by 
J.B.K., and with its wnpoxstry support T negotiatd the bulge. 
Now rhc ledge merged into the xock-face, and I began to stretch 
my right hand upwards, searching for a h d o l d .  At the limit 
of my rcach, delightfull , the whole length of my fingers mnk 
into an absolute crater o%a hold. I pulled my& up on the one 
hand and continued witbout further kcidat to the top of the 
&st ptch. 

f was relieved ro h d  my& on a p s s y  ledge, b d  enough 
for a coach-load of trippers. From this d o & I : e  bawn I 
started to bring E. up. W.E.K. meanwhire had c b b d  rhe 
next pitch and J.B.K. wm starting a k  him. I was intensely 
aware of the great eliff towering behind and above me, casting 
cold shadaws over my nerves. JMf the skp. was shut out by it, 
so that the ledge where I stood seemed airless, wen musty. 
When E. arrived, it was a p i t i v e  relief: to act moving, and con- 
tinue the climb. 

Pitch followed pitch, vety steep, and d g l y  endless. 
Vaguely as I climbed 1 was aware of the sunny dopes of the 
vdlq behind me, bur they belonged m another world. From 
time to time I notided the depths Mow my kt: a b& bit of 
black rocIt and then the misty fan-Iilce -. Always the CUT 
loomed overhead, apprcntlg undiminished, and transmitting its 
oppressive iduence dawnwards. Yet by this time I imagined 
I was climbing smoothly and neatly, positively in a h & d  
way. 
On looking up from one stance where I was belayed X was 

appalled to see W.E,K.'s beds (nothing mare) projecting out 



from the rack dirccrly above me, and side-steppiug slowly across 
to the I&. From my pi t ion  bebw, &e movement looked 
delicate in the emem. At the top of the next pitch, E. and I 
were:abkto~~ctthispartofthemute. W c w e r e i n a d  
~ s i n t h e E a c e o f t b e & t w o o r r b r t e f i u n b e d k t u p , s n ~  
and secure; a parapet of rock pr~@ct& US frorn space. A little 
way a h  our perch a renuous ledge started from t h ~  centre of 
t b e ~ - f 9 c e ~ ~ r i e d a u o s s ~ i # ~ I e f t e d g e .  1 t m  
from this ledge tirat I had s e a  t h m  heeh protrude. 

Wjtb pteaswabk e x u ~ t  I steppad out on the &-he. 
Thehd&m&andinafewmveanentsIreachedtbe  
tenuous ledge. T k  was no hold above the ledge but the ledge 
itsel£ undcrmt h e  rd ,  so that I could jam my hand into that 
hmizonml fissure; wing thh as a hold I stepped inta a cmucbg 
pition on r k  narrow, flat edge. C;trefully I withdrew my 
hand from the undercut and a a i g h W  up. I found I could 
stand quite MUnfortab1y on the ball af each hot, palms pmsed 
against the &-face, my heels In space. The ledge dipped 
gradually to the I& and maintained its width, or rather, narrow- 
ntss. l h l b m e l y ,  with pleawe, I now I& past my f q  
down the p a t  sweep of mxk to g m n  ledges far below. I began 
side-stepping along the ledge, bmshing the palms o£ my hands 
along the rock-he. I had a feelug of controlled elation. This 
whole movment high up across the precipice was a sustained 
thrill. 

But aIl g d  things come to an end, and w soon I had to 
step rwnd rhe mrncr of tbe dig to a little grassy p h b  in a 
ni&ehighu inoncwallofagull HereIhadmwwairiua 
"uy crampc8pition until J.B.K. &d dimbed wr of the &he, 
More I muld May round a c h d s t s n e .  The niche was in deep 
shadow, and tht rock behind and a h  rose, as it seemed, 
vertically; bIack and forbidding. High an the opposite si& of 
tbe gully the s u a  was shining. Was 1 enjoying myself? Well, 
ges, in nn o p p m d  sort of way. 
In due eourse E. a+ round the d b  edge a d  jW me 

in thc niche. The pition was SQ aam* rbat, as mmn as k 
had belayed, I started up the crack above. There was some 
jamming of the left a m  and leg in the crack, while the right 
foot pusM and dipped, pushed and slipped w the smooth rock, 
as I Itvered my& up. But soon it was padble to soep a t  on 
s d  holds. As f dimbed I said ta myself: * Sudy  dm rock is 



lm steep? Surely tbe air is brighter?' S u W y  1 f& a p t  
surge of excitement. I found my& boding up the slabs, 
My face came into hazy, l a ~ a o ~ r ] .  sunshine. I was laughing 
and talkingto my&: 'What adimbl: What a s n p b  did! '  
I sat down in a coxrrf~rtable hollow in the slab3 banged my beds 
on h e  rock, and dd to E. to come on. The d o r m a h n  
from tbe dark, confiaed di-face. to the sky d sunshine and 
d i m t  &ws of d w d - M  hills wa so sudden char I felt quite 
light-kaded. As E, climbed up, it was s h m  delight d y  to 
feel rbe thin nylon pasing h u g b  my bps, and across my 
bad. 

We picked our way I d y  up the final gently-sloping slabs, 
At the top we wiled our rope and j& W.E,K. and J.B.K., 
atmdy lwnging aff"tnst the summit ah; a gentle wind 
sounded in iu a d s  and cmnia. X n d i ~ t c ~ y  we 
devoured snndwicha of d i m s ,  jam and fois Wc 
stretched out: our legs to the westcrhg sun, chatting contentedly. 
In the distance wag the sea, a sheet of pH. There was a hint, 
bitter mII of sheep and mountain pass. 

That momcat was the trut end of my first and a perfea 
holiday, 



DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE 
W. G. Skvens 

Readers whose memory p back to the begking of the 
present century may recall the difference of o e n  which then 
existed (and may still for all I how) as to when the new 
century bcpn - on the first of January, 1900, or 1901. The 
awijpmcnr of a precise date for the beghhg of a century 
w d d  seem ro bc a matter of simple arithmetic, but for the 
founding of a new organidon, such as our Club, it may m- 
times be a difficult and p d b l y  controversial ma-. 

The purpose of these notes is to sumrmarist the dmmenrary 
evidence as to when the Fell and Rock Climbing Club was 
founded, so that the time of tht Club's Jubiee debrations may 
be appropriately a p e d  upon, the fireworks ordered, and the 
editor instructed to +uce a Jd suited to the k o n .  We 
art primarily conemad here with whcn the Club was formed, 
h t  the questions oE wherc and by whom it was founded are 
dadY interlinked. The 'documents ' comprise the /ow&, 
cspccially the early numbers, the Minure Bmks, and sundry 
o k  printed material, such as Prosptauses, Lists of Members 
and the like. 

Turning hst to the l o ~ d ,  we find in Volume I, No. 1, 
ismEd in October or November, 1907, an article entitled 'The 
Origin and Aims of our Club.' It is not signed, and the only 
internal due to the author's identity is a rderence to discuwions 
he had had with J. W. Robinson 'well wer a quarter of a 
century ' ago. This indicates that he muat have been a man of 
middle age and not om of tht ' keen young mountaineers ' men- 
tioned in the opening sentence of the article. Omitting some 
i m t i a l  sentences the first  pa^ a£ this reads as foIlm:- 

' For a number of a coterie of h e n  young mountaincqs, Iiving 
on the roothem m n Z &  h e  ~ m~isr, employ4 mar 
of their leisurc hours in exploring the F a  and lock dimbs of the 
Conhon and langdak d o n s  of tht Dbmia. 

During the h e  sumrratr and autumn of 1906 . . . the dEsirability of 
founding a Ctimbcrs* club for the Lakc D i d a  began to be &ously 
maidmd.  

T h  idea mumed dcfinitc shapt in the autumn of that year, whcn at 
thc instigation of Mtssrrs. E. H. P. ScantlBury and Alan Crai of 
Ulrmmo, an in ford mcctinp was hcld in the SmoLoaoln c f  rbc 
Sun H&l, Coniston, on the m i n g  of the I rth WDY&. 

Thcare IWO g ~ ~ h ,   ah^ with Mr. Charha Grayrwn, Kendal, and 
Mews. S. H. Gordon and (3. H. charter, of Barrow&-Fmess, were at 
that meeting appointed as a bl Conmhct (pro tan) to draw up a 
drcut~r lcttcr w prnspechrs to be i w c d  to mountamecrs and Likely 



sym.@krs. . . Mr. W e b m y  undawk thr: H a  Stwtaxyship, 
and Mr. Alan Craig thc Hon. Tr&surdp,  

T h c ~ t o t h e ~ h m w u r y w d - I m o w n ~ ~  
mwrntah Iovm and 4limks was un&pecredly ~nwy@g, and 
proved h a n d  q& the d e n r r  d a wi-ad fdmg m fawm 
of the farmattoo of a pro& mmkutd and eomprehenaivc Tatcc 
DMCt Morn-g club. 

At a subseqqt mPedsq of the Commirree, dtm mmm discdm 
it was mWastr*eally dmded to praatad 6th the farinatian of thE 
Club; m adopt tbe name of the Fd and Climbing CIub of tHe 
English Lake D-; to drsw up rub ,  crc, and ta appoint &cm; 
all, of mure, abject to toe approval of the fust gemal muhg of 
membrrs. 

Before rbe cnd of the  yea^ upwards of qa mmbm had cnrded! 
This brings the stmy up to thc a d  of 1906 (as far as it ia 

morderl) and the a& p on to d a d b e  tbe happenings of 
&c &st fm months of 1907. Early in the year tbe S e g e m y  
reported amprance d &co $ Asbky Abraham, as Praidcnt, 
J. W. R o b  and George Seame as V~ce-Praidmts, and 
G. F, Woodhowe as IWtm of 1-d. Four additions were 
also made to the C o h t t e  to inelude p r ~  of the D W  not 
represend More, Ekw~ p d a c n  wen invited to kcom 
Honorary Members; a revised PmpmsS List of Mrmbcrs, 
Rdes and arran mta for Club m a  were i s a d  to members, 
who, by the mi ii" dle of March numbered upwar& of 120, The 
art& then goes on :- 

' ~ 6 r s t r ~ l w G e n d M c & 1 f u £ h a t m h  waphcld a t & ~  
Wmwatw Had, on kim Saturday, Marob zwh (r9a7), during the 
first &ally arranged " Mea " of the Ctub: 
(Thc names of the t b h a  m e m k  p r a m  f&w, aud include 

four of the fivc original CbmxbEing-). 
&c uoavaihtrle a b m * P i b t  a d  Vim-ddanra 

& &air wm taka by Mr. T. C. Ormi-- and fie chid 
W ~ M  w a ~  tIaF aoafirmaton of tbc appointment ,of O&ers and 
C Q m m h  tbe appm~d of the B b c e  Sheet, the fixing d the perma- 
ncnt mtrm faes a d  ahxipti- the fee for l i f ~  m m k b p ,  rhE 
pugemmt fy publishing a Ch~b Journal, and far smal fume Club 

" at dlfFtrept mttta. 
Tbt gatherin , though mt so large s had b m  expected, was very 

rothosiasis m i  the w d  o~ thm given m the new C L ~  was mat 
11- . . . 

The wonder is not that a Latce District Climbing CIub has bcm fwmea 
in this pear, rw* but that it should have come so law in the field, 
It h well o w  r u a r ~ e ~  of a mhlry since Mr. J, W. R Q ~  md the 
writer d i d  k &&ability of bringing climbing hapearn d the 
Cumhiand and Wwtr~~dm~d together at W a d e  Hcad for 
some such purpe, Howem, lxtm late rhan wcr. 
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T h i s  i s  a plain wremcnt of the ~ C O  surrounding the Uub's b- 
tion, and it would be un* and unjust to withhold h m  Mr. 
Scanrlaburg and his inddangabk local Committee the f u k  masure! 
of appreciation of thek untiring SO splendidly w&ed during 
all the initial s m p '  
The remainder of the article is a long quotation from thc 

' revised prospectus ' setting out the h d che Club. 
The author of tht article qwttd from at some length above, 

rather p i n d l y  r e h  to the CIub as ' hmod ia this year 1907 ' 
and there mms to be some sugptian of challenge in the words 
of his last paragraph-' This is a plain statement of the f e  . . .' 
If this ategorid statement is acctptcd our enquiry d d  end, as 
far as the year of the Club's foundation is conmed, but in view 
of what the author had previously said some Mcr examhation 
s c a m  desirable. The p r e b h r y  ad informal h c t m  of the 
meeting of 1 lth Novcmbcr is stressed, and the Commi#ot then 
appointed is referred to as ' l d  ' and ' pro tan.' But at th 
'subsbqwnt meeting ' it waa ' decided to pmxd with the 
formation of a Club ' and various important steps wtrt &en to 
this ad, and the Club received the name it still holds. U h -  
~matefy ,  the date of this meeting is not recordad, but it is 
reisonable to suppose that it took place well Mort the cnd of 
1906, for after the account of the meeting comes thc statement 
that over forty members had been cnrollcd bdore the md of the 
prsr. This alsa seems to imply the cxistme d a Club at that 
timt. 

Again, the account of the meeting or meetings held earlY in 
1907 den to acccpmnccs of office, additions ta the Committee, 
and invitations to an impressive list oE mountaineus and others 
to become Honorary Members, Thw alI seem to indite  a 
dub already a going concern. The Club can certainly bc 
regarded as having been founded prior to the first 'regular 
General Meeting ' in Wasdde on 30th March, 1907. Tbis was 
a meeting of members of the Club and its main business was to 
ratify the appoinuaentb and decisions made by ia Committee. 
Actually only tbirbttn of the 120 mcmbas ammid ,  and of 
these three arrived at the end of the meeting ' owing ro delay on 
Pillar Rock ' - by no mans the last case of unpuaetuality in 
Club &airs due to a like aust l  
W e  will now turn to the first Committee Minute hk, 

which covers the years 190741915. The Minutes p r o p  m 
preceded by some notes in Grayson's beautiful handwriting and 
these arc npduccd here with some omissions as noted :- 



' Mwoh lhlst, 1907. It is ismuch to k fdgrmed that no d e h h  
minutes of rhe fitgt few h ~ c  bCWl remmled UP zo the 
b u t a s s u c 6 i s t h e ~ i t i s o n l y ~ ~ ~ s l W C m $ e & e  at ideadt lx  
pnn oscdingrdthcdubrumer(nnbcgrrhualEmdrlrNna, 
drLq ac* 

(signed) G M * ~ N .  
' It had h g  been felt that a dub, for a l l  tho= intmtad in kU and 

rmk dimbing, should be formad in tbe distkt.  Though tbt atmm- 
phhment of sUEb was often ~~ notbiag d&& w a  b e  till 
N D V ~  xrth, 1906. On tbat date, whcn &tg up to Cd&n in 
h e  d g  & we decided to have a mdr ig  at the Sun W 
b e f m  retuning in the evuing, to consider b prpliminarits of 
formation of a fcll md roe% climbing dub. 

Wbm the diffcmt pamEs murncd Erm d d  d i e s ,  tht 
meeting was held as arm@ 

A warking w m d m  was &td, the general Ilaa of the cfub 
roughed our, and a prcliminafy ht of rub up, 

T h c ~ m e t h e n e t a E t a d ~ d : -  
Edward W. P. SGaDtkbuq (Hon. Smaarg). Chm, &*on. 
A h  mig (rn. T-1. G. H. a a r k r *  
 ordon don( tobcaskedtostand. Zlajsk 

are &en sc& Wt wl& 
' The Fdl and Rock 

C b b h g  Club.' The acmunt continueg :- 
'For wme h no rcw@cd mottin was bld,bat  various 

quatimt..-~wcrbavem.%.dmcmbersdth 
W m c c  in odd rnomcnts. the Ha. !kc. a c t h u  in ammdancc d t h  " 
the W o r n  

1t w a  decided in ihL i & d  but, none the lur thar0;;9" way, m 
ask hpr, Addm Abraham. of b k k .  to be P m k b t  our club. 
wbicb hi, latu, kin& a& to 

There follow short accounts of what uanspid at meetings 
held at Ufvmmn and Coniston on 16th JanuaryI 9th snd 10th 
February, at which Vict+Presidents were elected, and ruIw, sub 
scriptiom, etc., gemally & w d ,  Then come the mrc m 
less formal minutes (the &st m be signed by the Pmidmt) of 
a meeting held at Urvemon at a date mt #pen, but; probably 
towards the a d  d M a d ,  1W7. This m d n g  decided an the 
invitation to honorary mmtbas. Next ate the minutes of the 
Firsr k e r d  Meeting at W m m  Hod, and th%re is no 
further record d a ~~ until 25th Sqmnk,  1907. 
W n  discrepancies are apparent in the staria of the early 

days of the CIub as recorded in the Jmmd d in the %me 
Bwk. M o f t h g m a g r e e a s t o t h e d a t e o f t h e h t ~  
mwhq, i-e., 1 lth Nomnk, 1 906, but a d n g  ta the 
this meeting only apjminted a I w l  romirtae which was to draw 
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up and issue a pmpactus. me Minute Boak attributes 
more to this meeting indudiig the drawin up of prdimimq 
d e s  and the naming of the Club. On %: other h a d  the 
author of the article in the / o s d  stam that thee matters were 
decided at a ' subsequent meeting ' oi u n m d n  date. He pre 
babiy garherod his informatinn slome time later, and it may be 
that the evident informality of the m l y  p r m d q s  lad hi rs 
mdeavour to make the story a little more precise. In the main, 
however, &ere is no important divergence between the two 
acmunts. 

T h e  &st Prqxxm, unfortunately not dated, is inserted at 
the beginning af the Minute E d ,  but does not appear to be 
referred to in the p r e a r y  note or the minutes tbcmlves. 
Part of it is reproduced here :- 

THE PEU AND ROCa CLIMBING CLUB. 
m U A R T X M  - !iWN H O m  CONISTON. 

' Dear Sir, 
I wkh to call to your p& the above Club, which has recently 

bPen b d .  
Tbh Club w a  founded in Nvmber, 1906, with the d e  object of 

fostering a Iove of mauntabming and thc p a s b e  of rock climbing 
in the EngM M e  DMct . . .' 

(The later goes on to mention the faditia wbich the Club offerad, 
and othcr advan- of m e t n M p  under Nos. xg). 
' The Club hope that tvcnnsally t hq  will be able to erect Shelters at  

convenient spots for climbers, to improve mountain tracks and fmt- 
pa&, fa arrange kmues, ,to publish if possible a Journal or Annual, 
and weral ly  to d y  the interest of dimbcrs in the English Lake 
District. 

Your snppsrt in this movtllmmt is solickd. 
I am, dcar Sir, 

Yours sincerely, 
xr C l a m  Sam EDW. XANTLEBURY, 
Ulversaon. Hm. Sac. 
This must have been the f 5 r o s p m s  r e f e d  to in ' Tbt 

Origin and Aims of our Club,' as having heen drawn up as a 
r d t  d tk &st meeting at aniston on 1 i tb November, 1906, 
and the article seems to id- that it was mt out well b&c the 
end of the pear. It is rather p d h g  that the p9pecnrs itself 
-8 t.0 himply by the wmdS ' Was founded ill N o v ~ ~ ,  1906 ' 
that it was issued somewhat later. On the other h n d  the Minute 
h k  records that at a Commie on 16th January, 1907, the 
clause in the earb cir&t about improvements of tracks, pro- 
vision of shelters, ete., was ' struck out entidy, being only roo 
widendy a thorn in the flesh of all me dimbers.' 



The first 'Membership &son Ticket' is dated 1906-07, and 
contains a short statement in cxactiy the same w d  as ehat 
begk ing  'This CIub was founded in NolFember . . .' in rbt 
P ' = y g -  
ThM eoroplms our mmy of rh -mpafy -tg 

and, though tbe §tofie$ they tell vav  in c d n  x e s p  all paint 
to the eondusion tbsa the Club was, in every effective sasc, 
founded during the last ~ w o  m o d  of 1906. If more m u  
b requid the &st organid meeting was that of 11th 
November - &ere is no doubt whatever as to this - a d  from 
this meeting originated all dm= adom and mcasum which 
b ~ h t t h e C t u b ~ i t 9 f u l l s t a h u e d u r i r y : t h e ~ £ e w ~ s .  
This condudon having bem reached from a study of rhc cow 

temporary dcmments, we a now w how lam aideme 
sesvcs ro supprrrt it, or the reverse. First, two refemnm in thc 
)our& of kindred clubs are a£ interest, Thc lbc&wt Cia6 
J o d ,  Vat I, No, 2 ( F d m q ,  1908) has a review of tlrt 
first Fell and Roc4 Jotmat which antaias tk f d d n g  :- 

' T h E h t y m o f t b i a U u b w i t m g a n d f l a &  and& 
I d  of Irn pgp ir a mat i n b i n p  md highly a d k  pm- 
duction. Indeed, it setu m e  wonduhg if thew win bE 4 g  I& in 
t h e I r S L k e ~ f o r ~ c ~ r o w t i t c a b o u t . '  
This is inwcldve  as to the date of the Club's bndation, 

bur rhe douba a p d  in th second sentence hvc, fommady 
for subquent editors, not ken  realised. 
Jn the Cdimdr~~s' Club Joumd, Vol. X, No. 39 (Mar& 

19081, dm s p &  of rhc President at thc 11th Aand Dinaer 
o n l 4 t h F e b ~ o f t h t s ; l m e y e a r i s ~ , a n d e h e a p e a l c e r  
evidently mmiclered the Fell and R& was faundcd in 1907 :- 

' . . . we haw to c h d i  rhE formation during the p a  y w  d 
rhe k& and Fell Club - a CInb w K ~ ,  I btlievc, is dm& mainly 
td climbiq in the lish l&c Di* I am sure we atl wish the "4 Club I ~ S  (app me). Pmhaps to many of us a more in- 
c v m t  IS the formation of a L a E d  Alpine Club, rmder the &@n 
of the L ~ u m  Alpine Club.' 
Returning to our own /OW k am a considerable n& 

of r&ensts ro the date of the Club's Saundation in addm 
repm of speeches, obP- m h ,  ek, and we an only 
mention a few of them here, The fkst J o m d  was publhhd in 
November, 1907, a d  contains a memoir d 1. W. Robinson 
written by George Sentree (the o h  h t  Vice-Presidtnt) in 
which the formation of our Club l~ ymar proves that the writer 
regarded the Club as having been h n d d  in 1306. In the next 



(1908) lournd the speech of the President, Ashley Abraham, 
at tbe &st Annual Dinner on 23rd November, 1907, is reported 
at length, and he exclaims ' Faith has been justified by her 
dddrenl We caa lmk back over a year of prosperi 
branch of our undertaking,' and later refers to ' our 'Lh st year's ev'"Y 
existence.' In the 1909 Jmmd rhe account of the m n d  Annual 
Dier (hdd at Coniston) refers to ' Coniston being the actual 
birthplace of the Club ' and the new President, George Seatree, 
is r e p o d  as saying :- 

' Perhaps I may be permitted a fm words with regard to the forma- 
tion of the dub . . . It was in this very rom, not over two years 
am that in solemn ~nncIavt a few l o d  dimberg met together - I 
have beGn reminded that is is on the wry spt on which Mr. Slingsby 
is now sitting from which the rmhrtion to form a cIub was made - a 
c~lcious wincidwe. It was an historid occasion and we are mindful 
of those foundug of the dub . . .' 
This evidently refexs to rhe Sun Hod meeting or meetings 

of 1906. 
Passing to later ]mm&, the ' Lakeland Number,' Vol. XI of 

1 93 6-37, contains the article ' A Short History of Lakelad 
Climbing,' by H. M. KeIIy and J. H. Doughty. This conrains 
a short but delightful account of the Club's beginnings 'by the 
shores of Goat's Water ' in f 906, and athbuta its formation to 
the five climbers who b m c  thc ' local committee.' 

Finally let us revert to 1927, when the 21st butbday of the 
Club was cdebratd on 8th Oetolxr at Windermere Hpdm. 
Strangely enough nu reference to this event has been found in 
the  Conmime Minuta, but it was given comidtrable pro- 
minence in the ] o d .  The account was written by W. T. 
Palmer, and be r e p  Ashley Abraham, propasing the toast of 
' The Club ' as saying categoidly ' The Club was formed in 
Conkton on 1 lth Novder ,  1906 . . .' In the same Iournd 
there is a light-hearted article by E. H. P. Scandebury on the 
early days. 

1927 seems to have been accepted at the time without udion 
as the ' Coming of Age ' of the Club, and ' simple ari%mctic* 
points undoubtedly to 1956 as the pear of its jubilee. The testi- 
mony of the ' early f a k s  ' and later chroniclers of which wc 
have only ken able to quote a selection, confirms tm the eon- 
duslon reached from the basic documents that its main cde- 
bration should be most appropriately on some date not far 
removed from 1 1 th November, 1 95 6, 



THE YEAR WITH THE CLUB 
MmkI Pitts 

In this survey of the m a s  held during 1953-54, t h ~  NEW 
Ytar Meet, as next in popularity to the Dinner Meet (which i8 
reported elsewbere in the j o m a l )  ~ C I  pre- wen 
although not c~nalo@Iy  the first tht g ~ .  Tbe 
now wd-established p d  habit of debrating die New YEU in 
Laagdale ww continued. As in the past, both Raw Head and 
the Old Dungeon Ghyll Hotel were filled to capaci~  and wr 
host and hosms at the hotel a&ain pKIvrded the exdent fare 
which they have led us to expect. Throughout tht meet they 
met spare themselves and there is no doubt that thgir efEm are 
p a d y  appreciated. Although unfortunately it was im+bL 
for weq011e to attend the New Year Dinner (each year a few 
more appear to be squeezed in) the whole meet &kd at the 
Old Hotel 9s 1953 drew to a dose. An u a m p e d  visitor, 
having tracked down his old friend, Alf Gregory, arrived at 
raidnigh4 and tbe Club had the g o d  fortone of seeing 
positively the first appearan= in this wunq of b elusive Yeti, 
an affectionate creature who w d y  embraced the Bresidem. 
Fortunately Greg's wd-known linguistic ability waa equal to the 
masion and he was able to interpret rhe p d  wishes which 
a m p a n i d  &e Yeti's well-chosen New Year gifts. Next day 
Alf Gregory deli hted everyone by a memorable lecture, illuswa- 
td by his spl~n& dour slides, on thc ascent of ~verest. A 
happy innovation was the tea-party at Raw Head, where we all 
assembled on Sunday akneun,  the climax of this enjoyable 
d o n  being the cutting of the maffaificent New Ytar mke, 
made and iced, complete with a s u w  Needle by Edward and 
Phil WmCIl. 

Although it is unavoidable on account of numbers that we 
should be housed in two separate places, the President's aim of 
unifylag the meet was complttelg fulfilled and he mccessfully 
organized the rendezvous for outdoor advities aIwmtely at 
Raw Head and the Old Hotel. The fell-walkers were enthus- 
iastic and on New Year's Eve a group of munch suppotters of 
this meet made the round trip from the h o d  m Gxey Friars and 
Cam withom indulging in hitch-hiking. Even this noble effort 
was surpassed the follofftiny! day by tbe tour made born Raw 
Head to Keswick by way of Esk Hausq the Gables, Brandreth 
and Dale Head, d h u &  it must be a d m i d  that the return was 
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by ar and tbat those wha stayed the course were late br d k .  
R a c k - W i  was enjoyable even for dx nos-very-toqh, and 
for the large party who climbed Tam Crag Buttress, Saturday, 
2nd January, was n day to remember. They started from Raw 
Head r a k  doubt€ully in thick mist, but rn or three hundred 
feet up it thinned, and by the time they ieached Tarn Crag they 
were basking in the s~lflsbine. The photographers were kept 

busy hylnfh 
to capture h e  changing patterns as the clouds boiled 

up from e valley, but eventually the clouds won, and those 
who, not content with di&g d e r  r~ummet anditions on 
Tarn Crag, temprad Pxovidmce by going on to Porphyry Slabs 
and Hmrhickorn~f ended the day as h e y  had begun it in cold, 
wet mist. Another party walking aver Sergant Man found a 
cornpass useful. 
To return to 1953, the November meet, which, incidentdly 

waa the first to bc held at the Salvin~ How, amacted eighteen 
members.,The weather was hc, although -1, and on Saturday 
s e v d  parties W e d  in Code GhylI, most of them going on 
to Glaramara, while on Sunday the Barrow B q s  gave their 
attentian to Black Crag and Wdcn's Face, 

Thc maintenance meet at Raw Head in February, 1954, was 
welI parmnised and both Barn md Cottage were thoroughly 
cleaned. Tbe Barn living q r n  w a s  emulsion painted and the 
Cottage kitchen wbitc-wasbed, but thanks to the many pairs of 
hands, the meet was able ta adjourn &re midday on Sunday 
ro thc field behind the Corn to enjoy the snow which Id 
fallen thickly on Saturday nig f t, The few lucky people with skis 
were most generous in lending rhem and nmne who w a n d  a 
turn was disappointed. This was one of the few &-ends in 
s bad season when ski-ing was ible, so hose who had turned 
up to clean were amply rewar E 

The E s W e  meet, which was held in Mar&, again proved 
popular and the sevenern p p I e  who attended were quite 
~nu&c although the weather was only moderare. On Saturday, 
although the snow had dkappmd from most of the fells, the 
advance guard d the meet cut steps up Deep Ghyll, and an 
Sunday the main M y  visited H e r  Feu, asending Birker 
Force (in fair spate) en route. A numbw of Vinct Vewers 
probltms were attempred, though few wwtssfuIIy, and the tradi- 
tied scramble to rbe top was greatly enjoyed. 

At Easter bright sunshine and blue skies lasted the whde week- 



end and the fine weather was fully app& at d the huts. 
Brackenelme was crawded? but -one seemed contat and all 
were active in one way or another. Some membeFs were -pied 
on Guide Baok b u s i i  and many o b  climbed e v q  day, but 
one unlucky party had a, give up thcir climb ahx they had 
toppod the Flake an Central Buttress owing to an accident tu 
another party. The inmatea of Raw, Head sJsa appear to h v e  
bEen busy. White Ghyll, -ma aad Pavey were all visited, 
while same new dimbs, none of &em m e ,  but a welmme 
change far t h m  in the vcq d&qlt dam, wme ma& on Pike 
o' S*. Some of the more ywfbful epen rravded as Ear as 
Sdd, only to find a queue for the Flake, so that they had to 
content t h d v e s  with BomdSs Slab. There was a g d  party 
at B i r h s ,  too. The Grey Crqy were very popular and a raew 
route was found to the right of tke Oxford and Cambridge. 
Pillar, for a change, came in fw its share of popularity, a d  on 
Easter Sunday, two members reported fo-n people ahead of 
them 00 Qe Mew W m  and ofbers foIlming. From the Salving 
HOUR coma a report of idyllic conditions disturbed only by the 
scream a£ tyres and the roar of exhams as the 30,000 Pisim to 
& t L a l r t 8 t r i d a o r a m ~ o & i n t h e ~ ~ ~  A 
dozen d e r s  and guests made the moa of the nuwhim? sarnr 
mking refuge from the rigours of climbmg by sleeping in tbc 
s u n  on H a w  or just * pkring' in &u valley, 0 t h  GOOM 
off in SerprCwGulEpbutfailedin t h e m t o f  Sermt 
Man due ta beat and p c r d  he&. MOPE energetic folk 
climbed in Cornbe Ghyll or an Miners' Crag, Shepherd's Crag, 
Gillerwmk Buttress, Bowdentone Pinnadc, the Maps Ridm 
or h e  Grey Crags- Morc v ipmm still was tbe peury which 
accompanied the mest I& on a Imfi fd walk wer Pillar and 
Gable, finishing up with a Imp dinnrr at the Royal Oak, 
Keswick. 

The opening of the 1954 m w q w a s  i n d d  too to last. 
F r o r n w b i ~ n t i d e o n i t i s a g o r r y ~ c o f s ~ d t e m  a d  
thm is l i d  m re* h u t  Club's midth. dvdng CLttPer 
partoftheyear.TbcWhitmetrmwella~Mas~~d,ht 
little was ampfished on amount of the weather. B d m c l o e  
a d  3irhess were dul e W ,  althuugh tbe pd public 
srun m have d a u d  themadva at Raw Head and only the 
Edr&l few t u d  up at t h ~  other huts. No rcprt was &td 
on the Wdsh mmr a Gian Bm, but ft is M i d  hat few were 
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present and that these d u c k y  people had the usual August 3ank 
Holiday downpwr. The wearher was a@ shoclsing for the 
novices mect in September d there were not many clients. 

The year ended where it began, at the Salving Housc. Over 
forty members and pests mme alon m that a l l  the plares in E the hut were taken and the overflow d to be accommodated in 
tents and vans. Saturday was h e  a d  many p p l c  c b M ,  
although to the leader's disappointment, the crowds flocked to 
the p p d a r  resorts of the Napes, Shepherd's Crag and Combe 
GhylT, i m t d  06 as he had hapad, tbe less well-known grounds 
such as Blencarhra. Sunday was wet and stormy, but in spite 
of this sorrse sxdwarts climbed on the N a p  and on the crags 
nearer home, while the P r d e n t  conducted a patty to P h  by 
the Old West and back by the Ptndltbury Traverw in thick mist 
and rain. In&&, the enthusiasm shown at this meet made a 
most encouraging finale to the year's activities. 



THE SLIGACHAN MEET, MAY, 1954 
Iohn H i m  

The Misty Isle is sometimes refmad to as the b a  of h c  
rock climber and the infdrmal comrnit~ee which wgpted this 
venue for tbe Scottish Meet hoped that it would attract some of 
the CIub's ' Ultrmonmes, '  m borrow a p h  from tbe S.M.C. 
B y  dad ' S a l v a t i a h  ' predominated, as at pievious 
Scottish meets. The ' Ultramontanes ' were represenmi by the 
President, Dick Cook and the President's guest A, J. J. MouIam, 
but the mags did d v c  more amtion h n  other members of 
the party than usual, even if for some it was a motoring and 
mopof-boating rather than a cribin or even waking affair. d The majority hegathexed at Bri g of Orchy and I n v m a n  
after a gruelling wet drive, but the cornpledan of the journey 
next day was made in brilliant sunshine. 

The fobwing day we were full of energy, and parties c 1 M  
on Sron-na-Ciche, th~ Bastdr, and Pinnacle Ridge. Perhaps 
this was too severe fox the first day; we never rose to such heights 
of energy again, rhough &=qumtly a caravan of four ropes 
conquered tbt C i a 4  Miss Hicks ful6lIing a long-standing 
ambition, and them was an atpiition to Coirc-na-Creichc, some 
members traversing Mhadaidh and Bidein. 

Next day we motored to the Qthng, and on towards Eig, 
wherc we encountered an almost impassable ' washout,' tbrec of 
the cars eturnin~ the way they had come, Thm fallow~~I a 
wonderful @tian to Coruisk via Elgol arid a very sporting 
motor-boat operating a shuttle service. One member was so 
entranced by the beauties of the scenery chat she missed the Iast 
murn boat, walked round to EIpI, was rescued by the lmal 
police and spent the night at Broadford, 

A day was  devoted to an mpcdition of almost Himalayan pro- 
portions to the island of hasay, on which the chid objective 
was Dun Caan (1456 feet), whose flat top is a familiar ight  
from Sliphan. Dick Wilson had made preliminary arrange- 
ments for the voyage from Portree before Ieaving home, and a 
s d  advance party left soon after breakfast to clinch these witb 
with Mr. Suthtfiand of Inveralivaig, a amewbat remore spot 
on the coast south of PO~~T~E.  Tbc main body followed, and 
all asscmbltd at Po- harbour after a little delay owing to visits 
to the local barber by one or two members of the 
two well found mom launches were awaiting to y em ark " tbe 



cxpedttion, twenty-bur all told, the ahin miser being in 
charge d Mr. SuthtrIand (with expedition mdxrs at the 
hclm) and thc second boat with Maling as captain md av ipmr.  
after a plmmt trip of about seven miles the egpeditioa was 
landed somewhat after nwn near b y  House (now a hod),  
an operation that took a little time and caused some d i s p d  of 
the m. 

Althou h thc umpm arranpurrts were admid1t, the 
wmc co& hardly said of th organisation of the M m g  
party, owing ro tht lack of a suitable map of the island, and 
some v a p m w  as tu the k mute to rk mountain four d w  
away - not to mention that there m c d  to be several 4 f -  
appointed ' I&.' At an early stage the ' Sherpas ' retired into 
the forest and made fires far tea, whilst the climbs, after some 
not very u& enquiries about t h ~  k t  route from the natives, 
became widely dispersed amongst the f d i l s .  Two d them 
ultimatdy d i d  to have m h d  within d h g  distance of 
tbt summit cone of Dun Caan, but were deterred from ping 
f& @y .by a detp ' Wrge ' which had ro be crossed to 
reach it, but mainly by the fear that they would be maraod on 
Rusay if thq  did not get back to tbe hats by 4-30, the 
appointed time for reembarking. Dun Caan &us remind 
unclimbed by the Fell and Rock, and although from a moun- 
taineering paint of view he mpeditian bad not been an un- 
qualified success, it as leas reached Sligachao punctually for 
dinner, and everyone had thorwghl enjoyed the day. E Another lovely da was spnt aw eel, lumhieg on Eist, the 
westernmost point o Sk e, previaudy reconnoitred by Apple- ! x yard, inspecting the ligh ouse, and in the afternoun d o i q  the 
towist route of D w v e p  Castle. On the same day a strong 
dimbi party tmk cars to 1;och Slapin with the intention of 
dohg% traverse of Clach Glar and Blavcn. Owing to rain 
and bad visibility the CIach Glas ridge rook much Iongcr than 
was  ex&, and Ehven had to be abandoned, the party coming 
down a very unpleasant me &y between the KWO peaks. The 
M a l i n ~  went up Bmach na Frithe with the intention of going 
m r  SF oan Gilleaa and down the Pimade Ridge, but a h  
found conditions very bad arid wme down Fionn Choke h d .  

Later two parties mjoytd the lovely drive down the eastern 
side of Slat and across to the western side* d i n g  in rhe small 
mount o£ road thereon. For thasc who like m test their cars 



John Hirst 

and their driving ability, this tour is highly recommended. 
Such, and many more, were the doings of the majority, but a 

few members upheld the honour of the Club by serious climbing. 
The President and his pal seemed to spend the entire holiday on 
Sron-na-Ciche, returning only for meals and bed! They appear 
to have cleaned up Sron-na-Ciche, but also climbed the Fluted 
Buttress, a magnificent route on the north-east face of Mhic 
Coinnich where there is a huge crag overlooking Coruisk. There 
is nearly 700 feet of it, mostly severe to very severe, and the 
lower part contains two pitches of superb quality. Including a 
rather difficult approach from the Mhic Coinnich-Thearlaich gap 
in midst, over steep terraces and snowfields, the climb took them 
nearly six hours. As it was fairly dry they climbed in rubbers, 
but at one point near the top socks came into use and a piton was 
put in for security. 

Then Dick Cook and Sid Walker fully redeemed the Club's 
reputation by traversing the Coolin ridge. Leaving their bivouac 
at an early hour they reached the summit of Gars Bheinn at 
5-30 a.m. After sheltering from rain for 1Jl hours at the 
Inaccessible Pinnacle they reached Bealach na Banachdich where 
they were joined by Bramley, and all continued to Sgurr nan 
Gillean (5-30 p.m.). Walker then returned to Sligachan while 
Cook and Bramley continued to S p r r  nan Uamha (6-20 p.m.) 
reaching Sligachan two hours or so later. 

A fitting finale was a visit by the whole party to the Drill Hall 
at Portree to see the film, ' Laxdale Hall.' An added interest 
was the fact that the film was shot at Applecross during the time 
when a party from the Kinlochewe meet of 1952 visited it, and 
fraternised with the actors. 

For the rest, we enjoyed ourselves if we did not earn any 
laurels. The usual happy atmosphere prevailed, and Mr. 
Campbell and his highly efficient staff made us very comfortable. 

M e m b e r s  and G u e s t s  a t t e n d i n g :  R. C. Abbatt, J. C. Appleyard, Mrs. 
Appleyard, Bentley Beetham, H.  Bramley, C. Budenberg, T. R. Burnett, 
R. Cook, Mrs. R. Cook, F. Lawson Cook, Mrs. E. Gerrard, A. B. 
Hargreaves, Miss M. Hicks, John Hirst, D. H. Maling, Mrs. R. Maling, 
J.  L. Marsland, W. G. Milligan, Miss U. Milner-White, A. J. J. Moulam, 
R. G.  Plint, Mrs. Plint, Miss A. Plint, H. R. Preston, Mrs. L. Pryor, R. 
Shaw, Miss M. Shaw, W. G. Stevens, S. Walker, G. H. Webb, R. T. 
Wilson. 



CLIMBS OLD AM> NEW 

WASDALE 

THE NAPES 
Shtolrra a75 feet. Very difficult. FUR ascent rath 

Wk, r 4. G. Fishet, D. Oliver. Smta 
on thr h g e  to the ri&t ighr NA up, immcdink1ly ~ c i  the 
Ncedle. 

(I) 30 fBCt. Climb the steep d w h i i  lies a0 k t  down right &om 
the& ,toakdp~gtotheleftwhichisbUowodtoa%tancc 
and k&y. 

( a )  q~ feet. Climb above the belay and swing r i  t round a and 
climb on small but @ h o b  on rhc & !! , fiaiding a $"'" large rock. Skin amund this to the ' ht for god be ay and 
rmcc, &a u p  p m e  on the 12 I ~ S  to h e  m e  belag. 

(3)  30 feet. The rock bthind and to the right is climbad A d i E d t  
move to the right and a good ldgt enables one to ph the & 
which is  climbed to dw top md belayJ 

(4) 30 feet A crack in rhc mrncr iS &bed, then bear M up the k c  
of the pinnacle on d kolds; belay at the top. 

( 5 )  35 feet, Easy rocks are dimkcd to a n d  a large rock, btiay on 
rcrck act in a pass 1- 

(6) 30 feet. Climb immdately bchiud the May fur ao kt rhen bear 
right to the b t  of a chimney. 

(7) 50 feet Chnb the larp chimney then bear right on to a mck Mge 
The to tbe right i s  then ctimbtd to a Iargc r d  ledgc and 
belay. 

(8) 30 feet. From the 1- beax I& ovcr thc gap on to the ridge. 

& ~ A T ~ V E  m Prrcn 7. 30 feet. Very stvcrc. First ascent rotb 
Qctober, 19%. P. Ross. S t m  to the tight of the fhimney, a few k t  
round the w a u .  

Climb the o v e r b g  by jamming and s m d  hoI& on the 

d walI until a chuckstont b gm 
en up and on to a Iedgc From 

hanging block brings one rn the belay* 

DIRECT STMT. 95 feet. Very sewre. First ascent 10th Omber, 19% P. 
Ross. Stam aa k& to the ri#t of %me. 

Climb 15 feetinto thegra"ygurtyhwviag left onto t h e s h .  
h u  a b f e e t m d h u p & p v e o a t h e r i g h t u n d e r -  
nath tfe owhang, arcp I& and go *light up cht steep 
delicate slab, then left to b4ay on second pitch of Sabmt. 



h ~ a m  ROWH 265 fm. &we. Firsr apctnt zad May, 
J. D. Ohm, W. &at. This route is 

r e l l G i l 1 a n d ~ t o t h e  rigbf of the on a -a. m me righ ofxi% 
water slaa 
( I )  20 feet Move over the bulp and tray- right w a ledge and belay. . . 

(a) w feet A skep slab. 

(4) 35 &. ~ a ~ k  w atong the kdge for xo feet sad d i  tfi~ wall 
t a a ~ s p i s ; c , h t ~ ~ v u ~ E e f t o n t h e ~ a n d s ~ n i g h t u p t o  
a ldgc and Way.  

(5)  ao f e ~  Skp u then right round the comer atid cIImb the m p  on 
the M M,f 

(6) 30 fcc~  The w d  dmve moving right t9 a large gwy t m .  

(8) 5s k C I b b  tht chimney god balds. M m  l& at the top, 
the0 right to thc ~ y *  

RAVEN CRAG, WALTHWAITE 
h m  rm h. Severe. First amnt 6th Febntarg, 

t 954. AC.C., P. J. Greenwood k r m  mid- 
bGttRcu~ Walthwaife Chimney and kute  2 and fobws a db to thc 

t Da a shahw dcprtwion. 
( I )  30 EBCZ Up the wall m ~ t l  a whichLturndoocheright 

(2) 65 feet. Climb the steep racks to tbe right of che bJay until a step 
r i ~ t c n a b l t g o n e m ~ d d l y t o a g o o d r u n a i n g b J a y t o t h e  
M o f a d c a d m .  A ~ d e r a d r d m v e i s ~ u p t i t ~ s t o p  
ri#t into a steep ~ V C  enaMee one to m& the top of tbt 
hk. Climb tfic using doubtful holds to a gwd ledge 
[Juncdom with lbmc a). 

(3) a5 fret. The open groove abo* I d s  ta the t ~ p .  

EASEDALE 
HELM CRAG 
F m  PATH roo feet. V q  swa. Fust as- 28th 

M a d ,  1954 P. J. Grrcnwd, AGC, D. 
Ball Starts in a s t q  a Ewr kt right of Ho% Tree Crack. 
( 3 )  + o k t  Stra ightup~cafnwtogtaa~caadbthyatrhet~pof  

Fitcb I of Hotfy Tm Crack. 
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(2) 60 feet. Climb up an apcn m e  on the left and step left on to 
a & b w M i s ~ ~ d i a g m a l l y ~ t o a l e d  Stc amiss  
from the idt end d the ledge ad pull up on gi 6 a a f c h a c ~ -  
&onc of B- Cnclr. 

Bm4m.m 1x0 h. Very di&cult. Fir& ascent ~8th 
Itfmb, 1954. D. Ball, P. J. Greenwrmd, 

ACC. S m  in a w d e d  comer abut loo feet right sf Holly Tree 
Crack, at tbc fmt of a slab with a ma& in it 

(a) 20 f a  Tht & in the cower above is dimbed to a ledge below 
an arht. Trm May. 

(3) 2" Up on the rt t d the u&e thm uavere tefr raund the 
a r k  tct a stance an p belay in the cam. 

(4) p % n ~ n d n u ~  up tbe comer and o w  the bulge at tht top, 
h s b g  by a short dab. Tree bclagr 

DEEP DALE ($LEET COVE) 
HUTABLa CRAG 
CYEAwo 455 fm Scvac. First a m t  xath May, 

1954. G. Batty, A. D. hhrdcu. Smrs p 
h Mt of W i n g  G d y  in a smd squareat recess. 
( I )  40 feet. Climb the m 5  mwing out to the left at its top and thcn 

traverff to h right to a square comer, continut up a rib 
shortly movin le€t a& ~o a bhy In a very m d c t c d  sfan- 
under the w&ang. 

fa) 30 feet. (A er &tion aim to rhe dght), Traverse xo feet 
to tbc r i r a n d  p up r WOW g~owc ta a kgc gru. ledge 
sad belay. 

(3) 45 fcer. Ga slightlp to tbe to dw the slab which bilows, 
bearing elightly right m phc fmt of a prgninent V chimney. 

(4) m k. (Can be avoided on I& bur would miss ha& part 
of the climb). Ga straight up the cbhncy with an awkward 
landing an a ledge to a belap an right 

(5)  40 k t .  Traverse right m the fwt of the third s m ~ p  a d  go up it 
to a p ldgt and bclay. 

(6) 45 feet. Go up thm short walls directly e b v e  Map. 
(7) 40 f a  WaJk 10 feet to the right and gu u a comer t9 a I E T?  the M. From it go up a wall on the rig t to a stance and elay 

(8) 35 kc. CfO up wall m right tu fopt of a V vc to the kft of an 
or-ging nmc rwana* ) .  ~o up C p w c  ta r srrsg 
stance and a tbrtad belay. 



(9)  35 feet. It is ha here to h d  a few feet before traversing right 
o n t o t h e t i p o d t h c ~ ~ g t a n d t f i c n ~ ~  mbjunshea 
wita M g  n fmt thc fi pitch Xtrc tbm i s  a 
*. 

(10) ~ n ~ g r m k a k a d t r r t b c f i ~ .  

GatP WAU 250 feet. Smae. Em ssemt r rth bhy, 
A+D.M#dm. Srvtsan 

Tmace rvna hirb 43; b d  ~d curving o e .  
(I) so feet. Stffnuoua. h y  hck in the corner of a v d d  waIL 

F M a  on an awkward mmkMelf below a kge p t a d  with 
M a y  on a grasa ledge to the left 

(2) zo k t .  Climb gmvc above the mcc roof by an awkward hi& 
toabchyab.ine&atbehofthc~~~inthEgJly. 

(3) 3 k t .  CIimb the dl MI the right to a bchy on e pass ledge. 
(4) 35 feet. Ga up a b d c n  waII ro a large pas lcdgt and W v .  
( 5 )  45- Climbupthccentredawidewdltoad#BChOdbldand 

timb aver it to rEach and a d  s gnxwe to a stlace and 
UY. 

(6) +a kt. h r  right m &er mku lading w a hge ledge and belay. 
(7) 45 feet. A step rwad a d  delicate wall l d  to & &. 
W m  HOTABLE Gttu~ ?I60 feet. Dil3ctdr. First ascent 11th April* 

195 U , G .  d G.B.S. The o h  gully 
m the cmmv right-hand side athe aag. 
(1) 50 feet. Scrambling leads ro the f& of ad o p  cbhncy, 
(2) 45 faEt. The chhmyt Them ia a b h k  belay ao f~ct above ita 

exit M tht dgbt. 
(3) 60 bt. Walk to the foot of a cave pit&. 
(4) ao k Climb undw h e  large jammed & b e  and gain its top 

M y  in cave. 
(5) 65 feet From tire c b k m e  climb the I& wall. Block bthy on 

tbe d& 
(6) zofeet T h e w a U i a b t  

Fm W m  RXB 160 fex Di&ult. F h  awmt 9th May, 
G.B.S, A.H.G., S m  30 fca 

to tbr right of Wcst ~umbl:& Wrn. 

(I) pfm. flmaight u the &kY rib above tkt cairn, k p h g  to tbc 
m m d t b e d s .  M o ~ e d g b t m g n u l e d g e . n B ~ d b d . ) .  

(a)  pfcct. U h b u  t 0 t h e l & o f t h e U ~ h r o k t t h m d t b e  
s ~ m s m ~ & h m d u p d & k p h g m ~ c i r  right sdgr, to 
p a  klvedae. 

(3) 40 k t .  From rhc bcIvderc go maight up with h e r  cbqbg an 
tha left. 



C L I M B S  OLD A W D  NEW 

BLACK BUTTRESS. 
&FA WALL 260  fee^ Swcrc. First ascent 30th May, 

1954 AEG.  anti G3.S. (altmatc I d ) .  
Stan6 30 feet m the right d Port~uUis Ridge. 
( I  ) sq kt. Easy p and rock, 
(2) 35 fcet. Climb above M a y  ahd movt kh and up the corn= to 

bilbmy ledge. 
(3) 45 feet. Climb the 4 at its top atcp left to find a line belay. 
(4) 40 feet. Step u to the hot of some shatter& r&, Traverse right 

and round r&e ram on to a bilbtrry idgc. FlnLe M a y  fa line. 
( 5 )  go Em. Up the ehimDey far a Eew feet and gain a &ping rock 

pladorm oa tbt left. Make a mantelshelf movement and reach 
the foot of a dab which &b to its top and kam by an awkward 
acp right. W d  Milberry Mge to my ground. 

ERNNESTCRAG A low d not m y  mspicuous crag on ttoc 
I& as mre begins to a m d  into Link Cove. 

On tht Q.S. map it is mrlctd a$ b e s t  Crag. 

Em N m  C x m  100 faa. Very difkult. First asmt 13th 
May9 qy. 0. Batty, A, D. Maasdcn 

(alternate kads). Scare towar& thc trgh-hand sidr d the crag d i m l y  
h v e  the ma11 lower buttras. G m .  
( I )  50 face. C W  the d to a -11 kc& Doubtful b M  om tight. 

Move round thi8 blwk and go up slab above to a d  belay. 
(a) 50 fet. Ascend groove on 1& where pleaaanc slabs lead to mrm. 

Ej, M a s ~  WALL r x5 h. & v m ,  First a w t  12th Bday, 
19%. G. Baay, A. D. M a d m  (dtem 

Itads). Starts in rhr centre of the craE m the r i h t  ab Em N m  Cr&. - .., 
( x )  50 h. Climb wall and move left into and up a grmw to grass 

l c d p .  Ga Mmards a@n and rhen up a scoop to a h a y .  

( 2 )  35 fret. C l i  tib on lefr and then walkalkri& under in ovtrhig 
to a bi lkry  I* with m e  May, 

(3) 30 fm Slab &vc on gaod h o b  to a large terrsure. 

The first clean-looking bmrw DOrfb of B&waitt Lndge. 

K l w m ~  Wur. 140 fcet. Stve~c FUR -t 19th Jdy, 1954. 
8. J. S i k q  A.H.G. Sxarts to the Ieft of 

w m  m n d  sl& near thc Ibwcat part of the cf#. Magnificent d. 
(I)  rn feet, CIimb to rack Mp. Only Map aq feet ro the 1& 
(2) 50 feet. P h n t  climbing up the s w p  era& At it$ top step kft 

to a scana md trday Mind a flake. 



43- COBNEE 1o.j feet. Very Wd. Picst 4th 
Jlg, 1954. A.H.G., Q.B& (alamwe hh). 

Stam 60 fe te  up rht open gully whiefi bounds the Ieft-lwnd side of thc 
wag up a rib bebw a rowan tree. 
(I)  35 £CEL Stra t q t o a r o c k l d ~ a n d b p l a y a t t h t ~ d a ~  

detach4 L . 
( a )  rn k t .  C h b  the crack w the i& af the We, thkh up a sbwt, 

m t p w a l l u r a b i i k q ~ .  
(3) 40 kt. C W  d p  abwt cke belay or pdcrabEy motre I& re 

fatSthenupmalargeidge 
(4) f 0 fbtt. The FPaU above at im smptsr, 

f u w w  S m  150 fact. m a .  Fir& -t 4th Jul , 
I ~ Y ,  195+ AXG., GS. (akaaate 1 e ~ d 8 j .  

S u m  a few feet rn the right 04 the l c € t h b  comer of rbe wag. 
(I)  Z O h .  ~ p b U t ~ a g . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ g b h h ~ f t h c ~ h k ~  

rowan a. 
(2) p Eect. Climb up the mve for a few fmt dl the rib on tbe I& 

CEULS.@& &ledgewith&kabelt~~lath I&. 
(3) m  fee^ Balance up b e  belay to a hdp h e  jtmippti bushes. 
(4) s o b .  ~ k u p r o a g r a s s l e d g e b E E o w  a seep wdi which 

climbmthcrightda praminmtfbke. 
( 5 )  ao her. Climb up immediately i& d a bilbwy crack, 

YEWaALE 
RAYEN CRAG 
hssm Ph~b~m IF f e e  Dif6dt. First asmat 3rd April, 

1954. A.MW-J, CE, KW-J. From the tap 
ofRa~enCr a d c h q r r a g w i l I k s e e a t o t h c  ataboutdie 7 w e  level an a few: mhum walk awq.  This was 
lowest point at b righ&snd mtr. 

%w, 

( I )  @&re. UpthepiDnadeandg~aeprcck to a m1I M g e d  Mag. 
(2) m feet Statp rock to a hg~ le@ and May.  
(3) p fec~ Slab and sctmbk on & +t. 
(4) qn fec~  Rising mvcrt left on to the k c  and ap ra the 

~ummit. 



C t T A d l l S  OLD A N D  HEW 

BORROWDALE 
CWILE CRAG 
Lmnu 180 f e ~  Very severe. Fir& asccnt gtb 

Fcbryary, 195 . P. J. Greenwood, C. Drake 
Stam at the f00r of the y whth $ uppu ri t ~ ~ d  a the 
cng horn &c h r t r t  an%wcr M P d  bmru, $he kg obvious 
diagmal crack on the right of Q c  gully is che nuin knut of c chub. 
(I) 30 fm Two short slabs lead maily to the bottom of the ma& and 

a good tree belay. 
(2) zoo f ~ t .  k m d  the aack mainly by baad jfmahg to a small 

Idgc and awkwmd t h r d  bclg in the crack. Continut up tht 
crack to a p m y  stance behw a small ovtrh (4 Aake 
k h y  lioc br down m h c  id-hmd 3). n m  
section t overcome by a S C C ~  left, w h m  Z ~ W ~ U O I I S  climbing 
with the a d o f  e d l  tree leadm a Ii& right and upward on 
to a steep vqetatious l tdp  beIwv a short wall. Climb the wall 
a d  belay in the aet abwt. 

(3) 50 feet. Climb rhF wall Mind the trac and pas6 a lar tmbeddcd 
Bake Mw a steep slab on its I& Apead tbc slat* the top 
Carc isrequired due tothedehxhcd rockon rhclastsmbn. 

SHEPHERD'S CRAG 
J)BIIIIoH ME 105 feet. Mere. First aswnt 27th February, 

I 55. P. Rosa, J. A. Wwd. stam to rbc 
right of the fist ot ~ h c ~ & d ' g  Chirnnq and u o w  this mute at thc 
top of Pitdl r. 
(I) a5 kt. Up &c: flaw w the I& of Shcphud's Chimacy. 
(2) 80 fm Gantinue straight ahead up the dab and cwrtinue in the 

groove. Travmse left at the top of chc gmwc on to the 
8tlvadere. 

Rbmras G-Y z60 f c c ~  Yay WUC. Pi a m t  Sep 
ternk. 1 9 3  P, Roq 0. Firher, E. Ray, 

R Oliw. Stares a ftw fcct to the I& the Devil's Wedge as far under 
the overhang as m e  can scramble and girdles the main mas. 
( I )  za A steep wrncr is climbtd using mall holds on the left 

face bringing one to tfic fmt of Pitch 3 on Shepherd's Chimney. 
(3) 30 f a  Rtch 3 of Shepherd's Ch'iey.  
(3) 60 feet. Move down Ic€t and using a flake traverse the d 

rockformkttoacomer. ClirnbabweandtothcIdtfor 
a few h &tn a *ult move round h Shtphud's GuIIy. 
Cantinue travcmhg icft until behind a large d tree. 

(4) 50 k t .  Travcrsc lclt on m the saddle on ChamoniK and dtsocnd 
Pitch 6 of Chamoni~ to the mzc Way at tbc fmt of he slabs. 

(5 )  65 fm. Pitch q of Scorpion. 
(6) 35 feet. Pitch 8 af Crcmndo. 



Paler Moflat 

BOmERSTUE3E W G S  
WODAN"~PIBBOLB D m  %feet h e r e .  F I r s t m t  qtbMprcb, 

r S +  A.P.R,, N. S. Bwkm %am to thc 
right $ the Needle. 
(1) 50 W. Up the W t w t  until a hqp ikl b k k  ~UT&S 

mowmnrrn thcrighfnfta w h # t h c ~ & s l o  hr 

( a )  45 f r .  As- fbr the .odimq RWtc 

Bssm~ THS Pwna w f m ~  Modwatdg &%cult. First ascent 
a@ M a d ,  1954. A.PX. Stam tidm a 

d a l b l d 8  & M l e f t d t b f f d W W 8 N e e d l e a s d  
~ ~ ~ m h u f s C I i ~ ~ g ~ h a ~ ~ m t o m ~ ~ .  
(I) 60 kt. Fiam the hi t  Iadgc t r a m  slightly ri#t d upw~rds 

to another M y  trm in a mmw. 
gso* in the rock. RIBS dwough ad clay lVrn an it. a 

(2) p b. W i n d  tht oak a d g h t  wall l&& to the crf the 
gladadd dab abw rhe Needle 

THE WRONG WAY bfeet  Vr*yd&cuk Pimtamntqth 
meh, 1% A I- 

bwcsl the usual aut Lor w a s  N& d mirn tw3= 
3 of The Higher the-, grid gum up just W a d , 
(11 y he. Upa t ~ o n t n a & s t n I ~ a ~ i n t h c  

&mp,w,rb * ym t h e m t r ~ e a a d w t h k a c k ~  
(a) 55 feet. Slightly ahad fm a few and then I& and tip inm a 

wide @wwc w h i i  is &W w the ti& 

BLACK mm 
Ttwrrrraarrc P P r N w  I*  fee^ Verg! ww. Firaff merit o@ 
J ~ ! E G T  August, 195+ 1. b. OLYE~, p. h. !&arb 

b & c b p d P i t c h  a f T d k F h d t  
w h e s e a c a n ~ ~ a t r a w ~ c a n b c ~ ~ t h e ~  L w f h e ~ c k h  
(I) ;ro Em. Climb tk & to a W satace and M q .  

FALCON CRAG 
Sarv DBHP I F  feet, Very dB&, Fitst atwit r8& 

SeptEmbel, q54. P., Row, D. Fielding. Thb 
climbis on them& ad of the lower crag md aramg#id  bgra d 
pinna~k on the & p h ~  

t r a m  
w a g a d m k w a b e h g .  



C L I M B S  O L D  A N D  N E W  

( 2 )  60 fazt. Up tk b d e n  growe and out I& ta a le& below an 
overhang M u e  let? and dimb the conspicuous p i n a d  to 
h d  

RED WALL So feet. Severe. First arceot 18th September, 
1954. P. Y D .  Fhddhg. SSrrrn 50 6m 

r i g b t d S b I ) t e p a n d ~ u p t b e r e d m  uredwaU. 
( I )  ag fwt. Climb up tbe bwm podon, and up a small stab to a 

ledge with a duead Way through a d l  hole in the rock. 

(a) 55 feet. ,Straight up the '8-p wall on god hdda to a slopbg ledge 
thGn up an awkwa~d bdge and slightly right w the rop. 

WATERFAIL BUTTRESS 
 OUT E ~ D  R m  rgo feet. D i u l t .  First ascent qrh April, 

1954. A.P.B., B. Rassitcr. S u m  at a doping 
slab on the righr d the r d s  w a h  the gully where the Direct mute 
starts, md &our rhr lmvesr pint of &c crag on this ride. Cairns below 
and a h  
(I)  40 feet. The slab climbed a s I o p i i  lcdge Idow a steep 

mmm. Belay. 
( a )  25 ftet. A small awkward chimney, and thence to a s@d mrw. 

Belay on the terrace g yards away. 
(3) 35 feet. Csoss the m a c e  sli htl right and climb the wall on gwd 

holds, till n travtirc r+t %dm$ n ~ n d i n g  on another imam. 
No belay. 

(9) 50 feet. T&- kft dong heatha bushes to a comer, turn right 
and ascmd #labby rocks. Way on the pinnacle ahve and to the 
left. 

(5) The m e  is foxed to the Idt and joins the Ordinary Route. 

KEY TO INITIALS 
C. E. Amison C. Egm G. R. S cncefty 
A. C. Cab A. P. R d t e r  A. M. $md-J&nson 
S. E. Dirkin A. H. Griffin E. Wood-Johnson 

WRRECTIW. Jaurnal No. 48 ( ~ 9 5 4 ) ~  page 82. 

For " -POLIS, *p  feet," re8$ " NECROPOLIS, 36u feet," and 
hgm dwqmoa of pitches as follows:- 

(I) ao f e u  CIimb tbe snld chianncy ta a large biadr beby. 
(a )  go feet Move out left and up m a small trct . . . crc. 

SUbwqUent pitches to b r e n u d x d  accs~dh&, giving wen m all. 



IN MEMORIAM 

General Norton was made sm Honorary Member of this Club 
after the Evmcst Expedition of 1924, Born in 1884, he joined 
the Army in 1902 and was Eric& Wj,  U., during tbe 
first world war, being award4 the D.S.O. and M.C. H e  d i d  of 
a stroke on 3rd November, 1954. 

He bad comiderabk expeiiulce of cbbihg, lespacid1 on the 
lower and marc mcky pc& in Alpine coun fm gc often 
stayed in his family's chalet in the S h  district 2 the Alps. He 
went on the Everat expedition d 1922, when he auahcd the 
height of 27,000 feet on the &st ammp an the mountain. In 
1924, owing to the illness of G e d  Bruce, Norton became 
leader af the expedition, and in his own attempt on rbe summit 
reached 28,200 feet, while his c o m ~ ,  who writes this nab, 
was unable to ga higher thaa 2&,100 kt, and &ere awaited him. 
Although be was d e r  and &inner than the mdard build bt 
climbing m w n b s ,  he went on both &me exwtions higher 
than anyone else wha climbed witbout mtp . It was his mind, 
h i s 4 ~ ' h i s  strength of p- wbir! made him &mb to 
these heights. 

If" 
As a I& he w a s  d e n t ;  strong and sensible, yet always 

rcady to ask advice even of you dimbera, and his strength of 
character was marched a reaI "R" tmdity, a d  a mmrkdde way 
of doing e v e q d h g  in the hidl iest  possible manner. He would 
never wilfulI hurt or &end anyone, nor would he ever let any- 
one down. GY of us wue irritab~e at hi h atudcs, but hc 
was &e mast equable of us all. Yet wit8 & this humility and 
evenness of ampanent ht was a bom lead% keen ta find out 
the best way of doing rht job, and having done so to rely 
imphcitly on those to whom the tasks were dotted, always 
taking his fun share h i d .  As a friend, on or off the mom 
tains, he was M n g ,  a lwer of aature and especially of bids, 
completdy stable and reliable, h h t  ody of what k sham or 
base, generous in e v q  way. 011 bir chalet he had amad the 
words: ALTJORA PET0 - 'I  seek th& highm thism.' 



IN M E M O R I A M  

Dabman by birth and breeding, journalist by prolaion, he 
was a hundtr-memk and a life-memkr. From 19 10-18 he 
edited the J o m d ,  to which his last four contributions were in 
'39-'42. B o c I c ~ i n g  apart, he had bten a prodigious w b  
-his m r d  was eighty-five miles in the meaty-four hours-and 
it is typical that his first edimrial commends a p u p  of artida 
abaut rambling: 'the charm of wandering dong the un- 
frequented paths are apt to be ov&ciookd.' Hk best-known book 
is +bIy The Engluk Lstssa with paintings by A Haton 
Cooper; but he wxm maay others, as well-stored and as readable. 
I am told tbat his Scatfish work is no less sound; and I b w  
from e~pcrieace he richness of his successive revelatiom of the 
f r i n p  of Lakeland. I should judge that his most invduabk 
legacy ta us is his ftc0d-h Odd Y m  and clscwhue, for 
W e e  - of the customs of older days. 
In sqle he was ms~, d d c d ,  accurate, and a dcker-to-he- 

p o h ~  He owed this p d y  to bis profession; for the taunt of 
verbaitg against the jownalist is long out of date, pmmm being 
d i d p h t d  by never having as much room as they want, nor even 
as they are promid, But conuseness, one may surmise, was 
enforced on him anyhow for personal reasons; his joy in fell-lie 
so ahmded. he dust not be udisci~lhcd: his deailed know- 
Mgt w a s  &a l l  points so various, he had & need to be diffuse 
Hi m p  card was integrity: the sort that grew from belonging 
asentially to the life about which he wrote. Offcorners tend to 
bc no more than the word ainters of scenery--the still-life men, 
in monotone or purplc-pa& as their tanperamcot moves them; 
if thqr waut life in, action theg must research with diligence and 
report it at secondhand, having no other m d d  of arriving at 
local mth. In this sense Palmer did not naed to arrive. because 
he was tk alrmdv. Old wavs and & and sutxktions? 
He had km part d'thcm. wresding or d - d i m b i o i  poaching, 
fishing, foxhunting? He had graduated with b n .  Sheep 
work in blizzard, gale or darkness? His family lived by it, and 
his great-pndhhr had died at it; unlike the holiday-qxmtor, 
he had seen the worst of the w e .  His books fwd h widely 
as he grew older he enlarged his horizon; he w a s  geologist and 
antiquary, FJI.G.S., an expert a m p ,  an apostle of Y.H.A. 
In his death tht Club lost am whom it had much reason to 
honour. GRAHAM S ~ N .  



I N  M E M O R I A M  

The Club Im one of its ori@ members by the death of 
Arthur Audus on 3 1 st Ocdm, 1954, at &wick. His member- 
ship was not eontinu~)us u there was a gap of several years before 
his redelection in 1949. He was active in the early days of the 
Club and regular in his attendance at the W-ater Hotel, and 
since 1949 again figured pmmineatly in the Club's Me. 

Ahx the deatb of his wife he became a hequent visitor tb the 
huts, especially to Raw Head Cottage. Here he took a great 
interest in the actidtie d youn mcmbm and " adopted " the 
Canage on wh*h he spent rn$ time and energy, exercising a 
kindly supvision over those who stayed there. In thtir turn 
rhe frequenters of Raw Head a d o m  him as an honorary u d e ,  
a designation which summarises the affection and =pea in 
which he was held. We sadly missed his cheerful pmmct when 
his health began to fail, HE bad a wealth of  tion on and 
stories about the early days of the Club and the dimhers of that 
petiod and was in fact i n d u d  by George Seatree. 

He took great pride in the faa rhat h e m  entitled to the 
letters ' O.M.' in the list of members and our last memory is of 
his quiet happy smile when be found that, as an original 
member, he had been given a place at the top ~ b l e  at the last 
Annual Dinner. During &at dinner be said to the miter of 
these nates: ' Mr. Whiting took me on first dimb; ou took 
me m my iast.' To t h i s  I replied: ' g o t  your laat kt your 
latest.' Unfortunately ' U d e  ' was correct. He died pdy  
in bed a few hours Iaw. 
We s h d  long remember the quiet, unassuming and kindly 

man who contributed @y to the We of the Club and who ttrdr 
such pride and pkaswe in the companionship of its members. 

MRS. A. RUSSELL. 

Mis. A. W. Wak&eld writes : ' Older members of the Club 
will have read witb regret of the death, reported in 1m yew's 
Ioumd, d Mrs. A. Russell. Bmm known as NtKt Howard, 
she brought: to rhe sing-songs of earlier meets a joyous c o d -  
tian of music aad song. A gifted artiste and a mast endearing 
personality, she won the affection of dl who knew her.' 



Robert Glover Barer came to know the bilIs when still at 
school in his native Liverpod and as a member of the Cambridge 
University Mouncaindg Club. He dimbed in the Lake 
Disbict, North Wales, Derbyshire and Scotland, and aim tasted 
the rarer air of Alpine mountains. Mort his work took him 
to the south of England he was an active member of the Way- 
farcrs' and Rucksack Club as well as joining tk Fell m d  Rack 
in 1924. There was no doubt where his main dection lag for 
though living at the opposite corna of the country he st i l l  
answered the call a£ the Lakeland fells and sought respite in his 
orher home in Coniston whenever a busy life gave opportunity. 
He seemed at his happiest when toiling up a long fell slopc 

on a f l t r y :  day. In this was reflected his ever-present wdhg- 
ness to expend aI1 his muay in whatever work engaged him. 
Always meticulous and undhh to m e  others, both in hi 
chosen vocation and on behalf of the profession he actively 
suppo&d, he delighted in unobtrusively htlpiry: younger people 
to advance their knowledge and to stir their appreciation of the 
more endtuing pleasures of life. It w u r b a b l y  this devotion 
to the heavy m k s  and high stmdards whi he set W f  which 
fatally wmed his physical powers. May the solace of the 
mountains which strengthened him come to the c d w t  of his 
family. His example wiU enrich the thoughts of his intimate 
friends surd his influence will be felt cwu a circle the mmnass 
of which is unmeasured. 

After the Journal had gone ro press we heard with great regret 
of the death on 12th August of George Wood-Jahnson, one of a 
family well represented and highly regarded in the Club, We 
hope to print a memoir in our next issue. 



EDITOR5 NOTES 

Afm attending dx meet at Fort William and the 
Whitsuntide meet in Borrowdale, the President l& for India 
early in June, and all members will wish him well during his 
temporary absence, an8 look forward keenly to his return next 
spring. In the m t i m c  the eatercise of the padentid function 
is in dx very capable hands of our two VimBresidents, who wdl, 
we feel c d & q  mrrp out the duties which fall to them with 
thdr c m m m q  zeal and &ciency. 

Twa years ago we printed an 'Appreciation ' of the Everu~t 
Exptditioa of 1953, by Peter Woyd, which concluded - ' . . . . 
the m t  of Everest breaks a jmmcapation &at has dominated 
Himalayan climbing since the bi t  world war. AU tb energies 
that have gone into the long 8iqe are now free for new enter- 
prises. Wc are at the beginnin of a new epoch.' This pre- 
diction sem to be full justi&d%y subsqucut events. Na only 
have 4 more of d e Himalayan giants, including K.2 and 
Kangchenjunga, ken c h h d ,  but an almost trtwildcting 
number of expebtions with less exalted objBctiyc6 have pne to 
the Himdayas from many countries. From Britain done tbis 
year &ere have been not d y  the triumphant Kangchenjunga 
Expxhtion - in, which our member, J. A. Jackson, took part - 
but smaller parties from Satland and Museysidc, this last led by 
Alf Gregory, have notable achicvemenrs to their credit, while 
another party &om Wale is now on its way to India. 

While on the subject of Himalayan travtl, it was probably a 
unique event for two brathers, taking part in separate apeditims 
based over a hundred miles apart, to meet one another as did 
John and Ronald Jackson at Tseram in 1954. This opportune 
meeting is refmad to in the artideo by both brothers which I 
am p h s e d  to be able to print ia this Jd. 

In ' Editor' Nota ' last year I mentioned the approaching 
Jubilee of the Club, and undertook to print this year a summary 
of the eviden~e on which is baaed the conclusion that the Annual 
Dinner of 1956 is the proper occa$ion to celebrate the event. I 
hope b t  the article to be found on an earlier page will 
some interest to present members; at m y  rare it may Ei 
Club &cids of early next century to decide on the appropriate 
year far the ce.ntenaq without mote ado! 



My note Iast year brought m r a l  interesting letters h m  
original members abut the cady days of the Club, and 1 am 
very grateful to them and to one or two previous correspondents 
an the same subject. Fuller reference to thia correspondence is 
fittirrglg. held over far next ytar's Jumd, but in the meantbe 
it can be said that t h m  is general agreement as to the date of 
the CIuWs foundation in 1906. 

At thc Annual Dinner of 1g43 the t h  President, A. B. 
Harpeaves urged ' younger members ' not to h backward in 
letting the rest of the Club know about their activieicg by means 
of the hut lo books or in rhe I@. I think that a god pro- f portion of t e cortbibutors to this issue may b~ considered as 
corning in the category which A.B. had in mind, a d  I am sorry 
tbat limitation of s ce has v e n d  the inclusion of one or two 
other accounts of te activities of 'younger members.' 

If a sort ~f Gallup Poll ' was organid amon r Fell and 
Rock members a as& which of the Lakelrrn I dales they 
conaidered tbt most beautiful and as most d e  of their 
regard through its wwiadons, it is pmbablc that BorrowWe 
wodd take a very high plaee, if not the very first. It must, 
therefore, have been very w e h m  news to many members that 
Borrowdale is to receive its electricity supply entirely by under- 
ground traosrnissim, at any rate, as far as Rosthwaite. We are 
not concerned here wirh the aontroveraies of h e  pas& but to 
express gratification with tbe final outcame, which saerns to 
indicate a new approach, not, we hope, to be eonfind to 
Borrowdale. 

W. GEOFFREY STEVENS. 
July, 1955. 
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Thr most imporfttnt bwhea at the 1954 Annual Gcperal Meeting was 
the &&n as M e t u  of Dr. T. Howard S o m U ,  aMwug31 it W ~ E  
expkintd that owing m a chan in pmdw ha would not mualty nke 
up his high &ce ondl i h ~  cord bf dhdioosr m e  We watt e m e d ,  
bwwer,  that the new rule meant that Dr. h c r v a l l  wonId be able to 
take the Ebair at the dub jubilee debrations, which sremed to q v e q h d y  
an exdent amngment. 

t*, s u r p n ,  

tls a r d  he &ad arrmd to p in the M M g  June-- =g Whirauntidc ---a he hcdd nor h back until March or 
April, xgg6, I£ elected, thtrtfort, he would be dxent far nearly half big 
tum of o&e, and hc urged he dub to thiak again. 
This promptmi O h n X h a n t  to point out that most m c m h  w d d  

rather have Smmxell as PrdPiht fot a few months and absent for nearly 
as many thran not have him at all, and BoQthroyd au 
&tries of the ViePrssidcnts might lx doubled. Qn a %? of rbrt hands it 
waa ohvhua that the dub wanted Sommell as %dab even on hip own 
tcms3. 

The retiring Praidmf A. B. Har ve9, paid tributes to the two Vice- 
Prpidcots, the Hmmafy SPrmry, tk?hnmntp Edimr (for again getting 
out the JozMllaE in the nick of time) aud F. H. F. Sim for his om 

phk crhibition. He dm d d  in p a r t h h  ta r w o r k  d $. a. 
L c k  who had &red £rum he h r i 3 h  of Hut and M.a. SLarnry after 
wen w' omtandin scrvicc. Kcndrick, r lyin p r o p d  the dec- 
tim da ~ d d  na 6 gn-, and 8 c  2 t h c  a k  cornmiace 
a~ggedons for mew &ttrti and comdttee, was approved. Sincwe 
tributes were & aid to Hargsmvm for the enormous a m w  d work 
he h d  danc for & Club, for bir inbcrtiw. enthvsipsm nnd his regular 
a t t e n h a  at meas. 

of honour at thr crowdad a n n d  dinner in the Royal Uak 
was ht JI.d R d ,  the well-known Swis dimtw and 

writer, who was dacribad more tban anee during the sp#cbep as ' anc 
Bf the m I # s  £memast mounmkcrg,' 



& d , b a r t h d i E @ a d i c m a p o u n g ~ m d ~ q ~ a a t b E  
mP- 

QP H i y m  c h b h 8 ;  K I.Brxh mid that, d h e  bumm mw*dns 
mnorrh S ~ m e t r e s l u g h  wfaronly fivc had beendimbed and it was ~~ wh& atl of tHc ~~ WQUM evcr k climbad. On the 
m k  hand, mme of the p i t  mom* were aampararivaly a&bIel 
and he ~ ~ l m t i o ~ d  ia @& E&pdG witb only the ws' 
to h e  cam Fuhue ~ c a i o ~ ,  ke thou might naDrr && 
= p ~  &% h e l h p .  His SMGC ta ~ u l  6 H i ~ t p  a 
w a s t o p h r ~ s m a l l # . s u m r n i t s w h ~ C D i J d a t m y r a b ~ ~ t ~ ~  
yotr werc making fw. On the big*  pains he T* m a U y s p t ~ p m t M B f k E b . ~ a i f i n g t o g e t u p P n d  d m t m  
th sumndt% either. 

~ . ~ ~ t v I d n s a o m c i n ~ ~ ~ o f a v d a n c h e ~ e 8 ~ u c  a d e n d e d  
a ~ ~ ~ ~ b y p r l i n g u i b ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ p i r i r  HeaaMt 
carefar-what c h d ~ a f o m d b t d ~ ~ t h a t h t w o u I d m  
have g m  out climbing the previous day if he had aaa bcen wltb club 
nx~nbcrs. 

H w p v m  said ro@- was being made with thu ncw guides to WI, 
crag d the & ~rllr, n @at desl d dimbin ass bcio done, 

~ t a . r n e e t s ~ t h s m w t p s n w e n ~  d n m e d b u t h t i c c ~  
m N a & i t ~ ~ l l d ~ v c a , ~ b u r v e i o d & s p i d .  H e w m n l y W  
%mi~ve.ll as hia suc~essorin&-'th very man for the jrtMlae& 
brationt' 

SomcmIl spab of the ' old days ' of the club when they were all 
fi5~11d8 ta'rrying rht mountains top&. He ~ t c d  b days to rchvn 
and h e p a  thst rnear wuld lomasingly hmme ' ral mors of friends 
of mrh 0 t h  and ,oE the m ~ ~ ~ t a k '  After ' expIainin to a l a r p  

hie fiorthmming nine mtmths ~ c c Z  b c  prwfentid &if, 
%mmdmnbedthathchd'a lwup bcsen a very a t d i a q  sort of 
mauntaieQEt.*-a mtirncnt with whi& we were dl hi m n p k  
wmt, Nc US h t  he had been started afi by rearling &ur* 
Abraham% Fhs C o W e  dbotmtam~twr - s b k  which mu& bavc 
hvkd h u a d d  of p p k  to b-. as pridE aaw lay in 
the younpr gmmrion and b ws d that I& own son M i~ 
dontkisfmtmrkdimbinIadis,an4 % hehimgeIfbdbrenabkm 

h" ' 6*2 Ctutr out tfrm Trhc new P&dtntms mncluding wwds 
w m  m pruw his pmlccmm in 6. 

Thc toast of GUWU and Kindred Clubs was popad at mme h& by 
J+ R. Files, me b the VwPwihtar. He sp&t of A d d  Raeh's w&- 



f u l ~ ~ m o r d , h f S & i U a s w r i t E T a d p  apb.er;~ndhiasdrmw- 
lc&d supxcmacp p an wr snow and % av che m&m, He 
a l & w a d y d m a d , a m ~ n a ~ ~ , ~ b b r s . M .  rnR&&Utd 
the Ladies' Alpine Cfttb, -thg the Pinnacle dub, A. 1. Pigort 
(Alpine Club) and F m k  So?& CBdtisb Mountahacring Wud) .  

SOWS re y was in his b htm md we p r h d a r l y  ~ n ' o y d  tbe one 
about the & ami tho u w .  In reria. veio fk a m-r 
h-e ralA w &at a d m  of the British Standad hsthtion was 
workhgontht tdof  getdngastandatdbtnyhmpe. T h t s p c k  
n ~ r c p u e E t u a a e d , a u u d , b y ~ a f t h e  c h @ t e x m @ ~  h n  the 
repurnire d John E h t  rad y S p i l t 2  dclruercd. while fwmned 
in climbing aqnipmenq from a sat, top at r f8r ead ab the rmm. 
on thc s a w  ma sunday tbe WCR C Q D ~ ~  Q 80ftse VUJ 

wr rack dLnbs an Gabk md e k w r a t ~ d  00 rhc sun$ svrnutg 
hdd EtQ*h dtlighted us with a fP=inating a m  of the 19% 
Dhaulagti mpeditiw,, dhtraccd with one of zhe maat intima& and 
m e i n  w l w  fib af the tnwawihs that mall7 of us bad tm seen. 

-&a dinnu w h ~ .  tbc gmd ~p remained wrnpwp 
m&cd by h Wdlm. 



CLUB NOTES AND COMMENTS 
During 1955 a n u m k  of our m c m h  have again taken part in a- 

plB1.ationa and mompincuing in various m of tbc world. John 
Wmn was a m b c r  of the d u l  KPnchmjun txpdt io l t  whik 
Alf *.llag M a Memyside party to the Gavr~sder  r*n uf the 
Himahpa where tkq  c h h d  n& p d s ,  txphhg and 
the Rolwabg, T h  hu, Mculung and Rip- vdlw ~ m o n  
who haw gme to the A n d c  are J. M. Bechmaise, w b  is with the 
Australian expedition to I h d ,  Don Atitinmu, who left tarly in 

yaw with the Gtahamland and Genrp S p c d q ,  who went in 
A+ for rm m o o h  to t o t R r g i a .  NO one wim knows him will 
k surprirised to hear that the indefatigable Bentley B&hutn has a@ 
been dimbig in Africa 

John W i h s m  (whom we congratdata on h i s  marks to Ardys 
AIfcrd) was worlong in Canada in 1954, but managed to find time 
for m e  dimbig in the Rockies, ~ h c r e  hc made a new route on Mount 
M o w e r .  H e  a h  climld Peak 2 and Pinnacle Mountain in the 
b a i n t  I&c region aad two hidterm u n s l i  peaks in the Braatan 
Valley region. Inddcntally, durin the summer of 1953, he t w k  p r t  in 
wideha. ascent. of the Via delta Bcra on Mont Blnric and of the No& 
Face of rhc Cima Grrnde di Zavarado. 

SRi-ing in the Lake District was more popular than ever this winter. 
Some fomtnate p p l e  maria@ to find suitable mow (usually, but not 
invariably, on Raire) evag d a d  frm J m w  to the end of March, 
but nor content with this, -1 of FeIl and Rack members went 
at various times during the spring to A&, where they made their 
headquarters at SolSolden, whik othus, including Jack Blackshaw (doubly 
mthtwiastio fqr being ffo recent a be~mcr)  had a pd Eaartr in the 
wmgarma 

Dr. C. F. N&Id, President of the Club in 1932-33 and Chairman 
of the h d o n  Sadon continwu&ly since its formation in rgaq attained 
his eightieth birthday on the r;rth June and wc mpatulatc him warmly. 
'Unfomnady he ic not been able m t l y  tu d e  part ia many of our 
takc District meets, but it was g d  to see bim at the opaing of Raw 
Head Barn in rgSo, and we understand that although he docs not now 
do sa much walking, he  an still cycle up to twenty milts a day. 
Do as Side bas added ro his uctivitim in the interests of mountain- "% cuing y takmg on the honorary scc~cmrpship of the Mount E w m t  

Foundation. 0 t h ~  of our members who serve on the Committee set up 
to administet the PUW edOablishad $ tht Alpine Club and the R q a I  
-phi& Sod* m encoura~ apcditions m the mountain regions of 
the world are H. N. FaitGeld (who, with h r d  Chorley and R. Tyw- 
re m t  the Fell and R& an the British Mountaineering Council), Su 
I& Hunt and Eric Shipton. Wc mngratulatc TpcnGcc on hu 
marriage which took p k  just k h r c  the Annual Dinner. 

Ward has come that ow  President now has a n a m d e  in the W, 
Mount S o n m U  ro,ogo) yas climbed in 1953 by G. I. Bell of the r Ammican Mphe Cub, and l. 1. Ifowson of the Alpine Club and the 
American Alpine Club. Pinally, to MIow up one of wr last year's news 
item% it a p m  that Grakam kcphee war not mmpktely cured of 
Munroitis in 1953 and has since done all the M u m  tops, 
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h is a m g i n  to see that slthougb the eaunqsklc withiin thiny 
milea of h d o n  isfnown rn w d  m all the active members of the London 
SBctian, there is nu sjgn of my ltgseniag activity, and &c numk d 
people who come on the walks whatevcr the weatha is cncourqb~ to 
Secretaries, Brit31 Railways a p p r  to be busy an maintenance work on 
Srm&ys, makia same m h  up to thirty or forty minut~s late and, wirh 
f- again on &e in- it is m t  to +n m y  WAS m y  horn 
the Home Counties. 

M. N. CIarkc a in led,tbe first walk of thc year and ia a great help 
h h  on m ~ u n t  of & vlthvderm to act as l a d o  nod for his apa 

"'""E of the m t ~ y  round London. If a route k boded out or 
mpwb for any otber rtasoa he i s  almost catain to know a ~uitablc 
ahmatwe r o u k  On &b &on we started from W e b ,  doing a 
cir& walk including erorkham W. IS. W. Hamilton cwk us 
to tae Suncy h & h ~  in Febrwy with n f o ~  mile walk a a r t i n g z  
Borrbill station and visiting Headley aad Bmckhm G m  before rmmhg 
to *c artartin point. All on the waIk enjoyed the brtezts d Walton 
H d  s k  t e  steep up fmrn the Mo~e V ~ I I ~ .  Miss Ste* lq 
gave us a variation of her usual w& m u d  W i b r  Park by m r m g  at 
Egbam and taking us to rhe R.A.F. Manwial and h p e r s  HiU She 
appears to be a Ipood weather forecaw znd h a  a h a  r chosen a day 
with cxcelIpnt weather and a l y e  p t y  was &ew, a d  s invited to m. 
& hospitality on so m y  ~wasloos 1s w l y  spprmatcd. Thc weafhcf 
was ratha uosetded fw mr john walk with the Rucksack Ciub wbi* 
we always have in the sprin This is an excellent m a s h  hr us to 
meet moobur our &&$dub and thc w& is dwpr  well n t tenc~.  
Th ycar the joint p q  visited tbo ChiItcms on md Map, m#ing fmm 
Grmt Misaden, finiahlng at Wmdovtr. $ir Edwin Habert invited w 
one more to his home at B l d h a t h ,  near Chiworth, and 8. P. M m s  
t d  us thew tbrou wild and romantic s c t n q  from Woottan Hatch. 

a P  Further summer r h wpe Id b.y M. N. Clarke and E. W. M m .  
the h m ~ f  t a h ~  a party fmm Guildfwd m H d  and the k t c r  
from M e r h  d a  Norbury Park and Pol& to -w 
and back m Box Hill, sa named from its nwcroua BOK Uecg. 

I k u f u l  walkti &add rimer be bclitrIcd and new mutes a n  
us- be found, a la& with a g d  knowl td~  of the Eastem ~~ 
w~rrldjlbr nchmo, nr of ua ~ v e  wal l id in ~m or S A ~ .  

A W a a d  meer in SepoEmbtr for b e  London Scctian was mnmm 
tatad and preIiminary WKUI~CUI~~S madc for w at RAW E b d .  

bh-tely, although thne war lomr cnth- for this new idq the 
in& members found at thc bt moment that muld not come 
and the *eb had t~ bc d We &y app- d~ trouble 
c h a t ~ . F L f i a n d ~ i c k ~ m ~ ~ o n w r b e h & d i t ~ a g ~  
that thdr work was in vain. 

we bad m more w a k  in d ~ e  autumn wkh M. N. C M e ,  actin 
I& mce man, who &awed us the W c r  in the Cldmns with L? 
cob ax bm. &rky W d ,  C h a b c  St. Gilw and Chenics 
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were all seen in fine w ~ r h t r .  In spite of tIa pad wetnclrs of 1954 we 
had only bue outing whm rnackintoshe8 were really acmemy. In 
Nwmber, R. k Tysstn-Gac led a walk once mrc fmm Leatherhead to 
Reigate and after tea W. A. hucher r h ~ d  a ~ m ~  d bh exetl1ent m h  
sl ib.  This ycar the Lake W c t  w a  his subject and we ats~w familiar 

under & i t  weather conditions d wandered whetha aucumn 
bracken or winter snows made &c M a  look i bcst 
a* &mat dinner rn hctd this ytar at the ~ a m o r c  MWWBI~~ 

as &E suppn had not bEM good rccu1tIy. Our annual dinner was 
held as d at tht Connaughr h a  on 11th h k r  with Dr. 
M e l d  in the &airI The dub Was delighted to Wettome as $uests 
Brigadiu Sir Iohn and Lady Huns, Sir Elwin and M y  H e r b ,  B. Janw 
from du Imperial College hiOUiItaiIa&g Club, Alan Stwrart hum tbr 
Rucksack Club, 8s weli a Dr. Howard Sonmvrll. Thc toast to the guestit 
and k i n h d  dubs was p p e d  by Gcoffi.ey How& who, alrhaugh 
spcaking with the bandiGap of a tmubkme  throat,  as clearly audible 
and co&cd us with a w i q  a p e d  to which R. Jan= and Sir Edwin 
H e r h  ded, the h m  mentioning among aaha points that he 
~ ~ U I E U I ~ ~  thnt wme a fcapu~b: of our pre-war din- nnd 
bpcd tbat a s w m w  m D a d  LA ton might be found who would 
again entertain us is London. Sir J & Hunt gave us some advance 
hbrmatim oa the forthming Kangch~~~junga w~pdhion which, we 
Imp, will meet With every mwea. 
M. N. Clarke Icd the walk ratk Dmembu t o ~ d  the Stul+q HUh, 

once mnre ~art ia  at Leathtrhcad and fishing at E p ~ m  Dowos. Bur- 
Box &11 and the Roman Raod always d & R t f u l w  wcrc 

R. A. TWSKGRE. 
E. W. H a b n ~ w .  


