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THE NAPES NEEDLE CENTENARY DINNER
Charles Pickles

At the Fell & Rock Climbing Club Centenary Dinner held at the Wasdale Head
Inn on 28 June, 1986, with the President, David Roberts in the chair, Charles
Pickles proposed the Toast of “The Fell & Rock Climbing Club™ with a contem-
porary story of what happened on the Jubilee Ascent.

*Mr President, fellow Members, Ladies and Gentlemen - by which [ do not mean
to imply that fellow Members are not ladies and gentlemen.

*As you have heard from the President I was present here at Wasdale fifty years
ago when Haskett Smith made his Jubilee Ascent of The Needle fifty years after
he had been first to climb it - and that is why [ am standing here now. There must
be many others who were there - hands up those present this evening who were
at the Jubilee Ascent - six hands I think, including one lady - can I have a volunteer
from one of them to change places with me ?

“I feel that I am required to tell you of that time which was Easter, 1936 - April,
not June. Haskett Smith arrived at the Wastwater Hotel (as it then was) on Good
Friday, 10 April, having travelled north by car - I believe with Graham Wilson in
a Clyno - a long tiring journey in those days with no motorways and the road over
Birker Moor gated and largely without tarmacadam.

“Saturday was cold with signs of snow. A large party accompanied Haskett
Smith by way of the High-level Route to Robinson’s Cairn, up the slanting
gangway and up Pillar Rock by the Slab & Notch Route, to be met by a blizzard.
I can remember the following parties - Professor Chorley, Haskett Smith and
Speaker; Graham Wilson, Miss Scott-Johnson and Mr Fox; Dr. Mabel Barker and
myself; and Nancy Ridyard and Molly Whiting. Haskett Smith’s party went down
Pendlebury’s Traverse, I think, and some of us descended by Central Jordan.

“On Sunday it was very cloudy and snowing at breakfast. A large party moved
off with Haskett Smith by way of the Sty Head track, Kern Knotts and along the
Traverse to The Needle. Ihad been detailed by Speaker to station myself at the
rear and to discourage members of The Press from approaching too near to ‘the
man of the day’ -  well remember one pressman in city shoes who found the paths
unkind to his feet and who cursed loudly whilst crossing Great Hell Gate. The
weather was fickle with a heavy snow shower which whitened the rocks as Haskett
Smith’s party entered Needle Gully, but the sun came out and the snow quickly
melted. About three hundred people assembled on or about the Dress Circle. The
Jubilee Ascent was led by Professor Chorley (as he then was) in boots, then
Haskett Smith as middleman in rubber plimsolls and G.R. Speaker (usually known
as The Sage) in scarpetti as third man. They ascended by the Wasdale Crack and
Haskett Smith did not appear to have any great difficulty there. I could not see
how he went on getting on to the mantleshelf but it did not seem long before he was
coming round the corner and standing on the bracket and so to the summit, quickly
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398 THE NAPES NEEDLE CENTENARY DINNER

followed by Speaker. The gathered throng had watched the climb in silence but
cheered lustily when Haskett Smith made the top.

“When all were safely belayed Professor Chorley addressed the assembled
company, paying tribute to Haskett Smith as ‘the father of modern rock-climbing
- whose pioneering ascent of that pinnacle was the beginning of the sport in
Britain’ and commenting that ‘most of the British climbers at that moment
crossing Tibet for an attempt on Everest had been trained on rocks like this at
home’. Haskett Smith expressed his thanks to those who had accompanied him
and his delight at being able to repeat his climb of fifty years ago and commented
that the main difficulty on the first ascent had been that all the cracks were jammed
with stones flush with the surrounding surfaces and covered with earth and grass.

“Haskett Smith had a reputation as a raconteur and someone from the crowd
called out “Tell us a story” and he quipped the reply “There is no other story - this
is the top storey.” He also proved himself a prophet of the future as he said “I do
not think I will be able to repeat the climb in fifty years time.” The assembled
crowd then sang “He’s a jolly good fellow™. The party descended in the usual
reverse order, but by the aréte. The ascent, speeches and descent took about an
hour. As the party broke up the inevitable happened and a stone fall in Needle
Gully hit a young lady on the head but she was not seriously injured - but it was
a prelude to later events.

“I then climbed The Needle with Mr and Mrs Standring and returned down
Gavel Neese with Speaker’s party for tea at the hotel. Half way through tea
Chorley called for a party of eight to take the stretcher and First Aid sacks up to
the Napes on an accident call-out - no Mountain Rescue Teams in those days. |
put on my boots again and set off to Gavel Neese with a Mr Johnson and the man
who had brought news of the accident and carrying the stretcher: it was then about
5.45pm. Chorley passed us on Gavel Neese carrying one of the First Aid
rucksacks. A descending party of three met us just below Moses Finger and took
over the carry for a while and we then alternated along the track to Great Hell Gate,
reaching the injured man, John Murray, about 7.30pm. It seemed his party had
climbed Tophet Bastion and all unroped. On the descent Murray had either had
some difficulty on a short slab of rock or had slipped on steep grass and had fallen
on to the scree and rolled down. He had been bandaged by the time we arrived and
was being nursed by Dr. Barker in an effort to keep him warm. We set off with
him on the stretcher at about 8pm by Kern Knotts and the Sty Head track down to
the Wastwater Hotel, arriving there about 11pm. The doctor examined him and
he left by ambulance about 11.30pm for Whitehaven Hospital, but he died on the
Tuesday after a leg amputation. Here a note for our host, Mr Hammond. A full
dinner was soon prepared at the hotel for the rescue party, during which Chorley
offered to propose me for membership of this Club. So I have every reason to
remember that day with joy - and sadness - and gratitude.

“Nextday, Monday, the weather was bad with low clouds, snow and sleet. After
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a moming visit to the Y Boulder in Mosedale we returned in time to join the party
to Brackenclose Wood where Haskett Smith performed the ceremony of cutting
the first sod for the Club Hut to be built there. The next day the weather was even
worse with continuous rain and after an abortive journey into Hollow Stones
parties left for home.

“May I end by quoting some words of Geoffrey Winthrop Young:

“It was the unique appearance of the Matterhorn and the tragedy of the first
ascent in 1865 which extended mountaineering and acknowledged it as a sport
to the whole world. Similarly, it was the drama of Haskett Smith’s discovery and
also ascent of the fantastically shaped Needle pinnacle in 1886 which, when
published and illustrated in a magazine in 1890, gave public recognition for rock-
climbing and launched it as an established sport.”

“Ladies and gentlemen, I ask you to rise and drink the toast of The Fell & Rock
Climbing Club.”

A Pride of Presidents
C.P. Pickles (1976-78), J Wilkinson (1970-72),
D.G. Roberts (1984-86) and P Moffat (1980-82). Photograph by Stephen M Porteus




AN IMPORTANT WEEKEND
A. Harry Griffin

The two most significant decisions taken at the 1986 Annual General Meeting
were the election of the first lady President in the history of the Club - the esteemed
and energetic Hilary Moffat, just four years after husband Peter had laid down the
reins - and a positive commitment, against considerable opposition, to go ahead
with the suggested Scottish hut.

Hilary, who, it was rightly stated, had given an enormous amount of service to
the Club confessed herself “quite overwhelmed™ at the honour but promised to try
not to let us down in any way, which seems most unlikely. The Scottish hut
decision was not nearly so popular, seventy-five members voting for arather vague
motion which seemed to leave the Committee with a mandate to go and “perhaps
have a hut in Glencoe by next year”, in the words of the President, David Roberts,
but fifty-four voting against and several abstentions. This lack of unanimity within
the Club may continue to provide worries for the Committee.

It was Bill Kendrick, in his capacity as one of the three trustees of Club funds,
who started the ball rolling, querying whether the Club could really afford a
Scottish hut, going through the balance sheet with a fine tooth-comb and arguing
thatit was degrading to go to the government for a handout - a Sports Council grant.
Other members, including Francis Falkingham who believed there was “a lot of
opposition in the Club™ to the idea, expressed doubts or uncertainties, but the
President, the self-styled “mad axe-man of the Fell and Rock™, who handled a
rather difficult meeting with some aplomb, though that the Club should “step into
the future”. The annual subscription, unchanged for six years, was increased by
£3.00 and the Committee - once again - were invited to look into the production
of a members-only Club tie. This, of course, gave Stella Berkeley the welcome
opportunity to enquire of the meeting upon what article of ladys clothing it would
like to see the Club emblem emblazoned since she, for one, did not intend to wear
a tie or even a scarf.

It was a bright, bracing weekend for the Dinner Meet, with new snow on the
fells, and a fair ration of climbs and walks, mostly within easy distance of the hotel,
was collected. The dinner itself was the last to be organised by Bill Comstive and,
we learned, probably the last to be enjoyed by the Club at the Royal Oak and the
end of a very long and, mostly, happy association. The principal guestat the Dinner
was Dr. Charles Clarke of Everest and other places whose funny story about sexual
perversions for the hard of hearing I jotted down for the regalement of my Rotary
Club but which, in a family journal, I can hardly repeat here. He was mildly critical
of the Alpine Club, Himalayan Club, Alpine Climbing Group and other bodies but
kindly to us - “an incredibly warm, family club, dedicated to climbing.” David
Roberts, whose Presidency had coincided, more or less, with the centenary of rock
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climbing in the district, felt obliged to defend himself in a charge of splitting the
Club (over the Scottish hut) but argued that discussion and disagreement must be
the signs of a healthy club. Next year, he said, would be the Jubilee of the opening
of Brackenclose when the then-President had dedicated the Hut to the youth of the
Club. They had to go on seeking further horizons and broadening the scope of the
Club — for the youth of the future. He congratulated our incoming first lady
President on making Club history, spoke of the recent deaths of two most
distinguished lady members, Lady (Catherine Chorley and Dorothy Pilley (Mrs |
Armstrong Richards) and reported that our oldest member, J. B. Meldrum, aged
101, was beginning to think he now needed a wife to drive him round.

On the Sunday Dr.Charles Clarke entertained us with a lecture, illustrated by
fine colour slides, on "Everest and Medicine - the 1982 Everest Expedition™ but,
before that, as the last pleasant duty of an important and active Presidency, David
Roberts and a distinguished party, including the principal guest and the secretary
of the Alpine Club, completed the ascent of Troutdale Pinnacle (Ordinary Route)
in fairly good order. And so ended a most successful weekend, spiced with healthy
controversy, blessed with bracing weather, good food and fellowship and made
especially notable by our likely Scottish venture and by the chosen presence at the
helm for the next two years of a busy Cumbrian housewife and climber.
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Brackenclose: The Original Plan by J.S. Stout
Published in the Circular, 14 September, 1935.



BRACKENCLOSE: THE BEGINNINGS
A.B. Hargreaves

I think it would be generally agreed that the setting up of Brackenclose was a
most important event in the Club’s history for it greatly changed the nature of the
Cluband enormously enhanced the opportunities for the young climbers, of whom
we were running short at the time the scheme was conceived,and it led, step by
step, to the establishment of our other Club huts, which in turn accelerated changes
in the nature of the Club, leading to increased membership and enhanced the
prestige and influence of the Club in the climbing world.

A great many people did great work of various kinds in getting our Club this
splendid hut - the Officers and Committee at the time the idea was mooted: the
Sub-committee that was asked to investigate possibilities in Wasdale; the pur-
chase of the site; getting the scheme approved in principle at the 1935 Annual
General Meeting, subject to a Referendum: consideration of the first plan from the
architect and asking him to prepare something different; getting in tenders and
estimates and considering how best to finance the scheme; issuing a ‘prospectus’
tomembers, asking for loans, etc; appointment of anew Sub-Committee to engage
building and joinery contractors and to supervise and follow through the construc-
tion. This Sub-Committee had also to plan the internal arrangements and get in
the furniture and equipment. Finally,they had to decide who should best be the
warden of the hut ... It was a great enterprise which took about four years to
complete.

Of all the people concerned in this there is no doubt in my mind that the most
important contribution came from W.G. Milligan, our President from 1933 1o
1935, for it was he who secured that superb site, got the scheme approved, and got
started. The finding and purchase of the site was a lengthy and difficult job which
I will describe later, but first a note about W.G. Milligan. He was a Barrow-in-
Furness man, and an active member of that band of Barrovians who did so much
for climbing in the Lake District in the years following the Great War. These
included George Basterfield, George Bower, Bert Gross and J.R. Tyson. W.G.
(generally known as ‘Gibby’) had been a member since before the War, in which
he served. He was much involved, along with Wilson Butler of Broughton-in-
Furness, in the gifting of the high land around Wasdale Head to the National Trust
by way of a War Memorial and when that operation had been successfully
concluded and Wilson Butler wanted to retire as Honorary Treasurer of the Club
Muilligan succeeded him and thereafter had great influence on Club affairs. He was
the Managing Director of a family-owned business centred in Barrow-in-Furness
which had laundry and dry-cleaning business in that area, and also in Whitehaven,
Workington, Carlisle, Kendal and Ingleton. He was a very able and enterprising
businessman, with great determination, and when he knew that he was to be
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404 BRACKENCLOSE: THE BEGINNINGS

nominated for election as our President, in 1933, he approached the appointment
with enthusiasm, intent on making a good mark in the Club’s development.

At a dinner in the Wastwater Hotel on 13 September, 1958, 1o celebrate the
twenty-first anniversary of the opening of Brackenclose, Milligan made a speech,
of which a draft has survived, and Iam going to quote from this:

*... The Club ... had become rather a comfortable collection of oldish people, holding
their Meets in hotels and valley-head farmhouses ... and, but for a small number of active
climbers, did not do much climbing. In fact, it was quite different from what it was when
[ first joined. Before I undertook the Presidency I made it clear that my policy would be
to make some radical changes. At this time the hotels and farmhouses were the only
accommodation available in the valley-heads, except for Langdale, where the Wayfarers
had recently set up a hut, and in Wasdale, especially, this accommodation was not quite right
for young climbers, mainly because of its high cost.”

Obviously, something had to be done to change the situation so that a vitally
necessary intake of young climbers could be encouraged.

In 1929 W.G. recruited to join him on the practical side at Lakeland Laundries
a young FR.C.C. member, Bill Clegg, who had been at Barrow Grammar School
and was a graduate of Manchester University. At a later stage he took in another
member-climber from Barrow-in-Fumness, Geoff Barker, but before then got me
in to join his team, being a newly-fledged chartered accountant, to take over as
Company Secretary and Accountant to the rapidly growing Lakeland Laundries
group. That was in 1931. About that time, too, there was living in Barrow-in-
Furness, one A.T. Hargreaves (no relation to A.B. !) who was a great friend of
Clegg and Barker and, as our Club history shows, was a greatrock climber, having
already made first ascents in the Lake District and some in Scotland. So, there we
all were - climbing frequently together, often with Milligan himself.

Now, it was in Liverpool that I served my time as an articled clerk, and whilst
I was there I joined the Wayfarers and the Climbers Club, both in 1927, and began
climbing in Wales, often using the Climber's Club hut, Helyg. It was not long after
[ came to Barrow-in-Furness that [ was able to persuade Clegg and A.T. to come
climbing with me in Wales, this being at a time when Fell & Rock members did
not often venture into Wales, and that, of course, meant staying at Helyg. My
Barrow friends then quickly appreciated the great advantages to young climbers
of having hut accommodation in the mountains. Also during my time in Liverpool
I had become very much involved with the Wayfarers in the setting up of the
Robertson Lamb hut in Langdale; indeed I was, for the first year of that hut, its
Warden. It followed from all this that by the time W.G. Milligan had agreed to take
on the Presidency of the Fell & Rock there was already around him a nucleus of
actively climbing members, knowledgeable about huts and we were soon able to
enthuse him with the idea that the Fell & Rock should have a hut, preferably in
Wasdale. In the words of W.G.:
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“This project was conceived in a boat - a rowing boat on Lake Windermere in
June, 1933, and those concerned in the conception were A.B. Hargreaves, A.T.
Hargreaves, Bill Clegg and myself.”

Of course, there had been talk, but just vague talk before then, amongst other
members of the Club, about a hut somewhere in the Lake District, but it was not
until Milligan, as President-elect, took up the idea with enthusiasm and things
began to move. A month or two after the gathering of those four men in a boat
Milligan had a meeting with H.M. Kelly, then one of the Club’s V.I.P’s because of
his climbing and guidebook writing, and Milligan was able to communicate to
Ke]ly his idea that the Club should have a hut, with which Kelly agreed. When
Milligan chaired his first meeting of a General Committee on 4 November, 1933,
he mooted this idea as the main item for discussion, asking each one present to
express views and it was then proposed by H.M. Kelly, and agreed, that a Sub-
Committee be set up to investigate the possibilities, consisting of A.B. Hargreaves,
A.T. Hargreaves, Bill Clegg and Milligan.

The Sub-Committee first considered which would be the best valley head in
which to have the hut and very quickly decided in favour of Wasdale. The next
question was whether it should be a conversion of an existing building (as was
done by the Wayfarers in Langdale) or to purchase a site and put up a new building.
We concluded that a conversion would be preferable, if a suitable building could
be found which was likely to be available. There was sure to be opposition both
from within and outside the Club to a new hut building in the valley-head. so we
decided to have a good look around. We thought it would be unwise to make any
formal enquiries because that would alert the local residents to what had in mind.
At that time the Wasdale Head Inn, Rowhead, Middle Row, Burnthwaite, Wasdale
Head Hall and Bowderdale were substantially involved in providing accommoda-
tion for visitors. Indeed members of the Fell & Rock were amongst their best
customers so they might be expected not to take kindly to the idea of the Club
establishing its own accommodation in Wasdale Head. This thinking particularly
applied to the owner of the Inn (J.R. Whiting), who was himself a member of the
Club, and seemed to regard himself as having a sort of proprietorial interest in the
Club as his place had, for so long, been the main centre of climbing in the Lake
District. We looked at the School, the Vicarage and a few disused barns, and in
particular at Down in th’ Dale, which was an obvious possibility, but we soon
arrived at the conclusion that there was no possibility of finding an existing
building suitable for conversion in this valley-head.

The investigation and its conclusion took quite a long time and then we started
looking around for suitable sites on which to build - from the vicinity of
Bowderdale northwards to the vicinity of Burnthwaite. Nothing feasible. Then we
came upon Brackenclose Wood and concluded that this was it: all this was, of
course, reported to Milligan so that he knew what we were going to report to the
full Committee in due course.
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On 31 March, 1934, 1 reported on behalf of the Sub-Committee to the main
Committee that Wasdale was the best place, but no existing building was suitable
for conversion; so there would have to be a new building. It would be difficult to
get a suitable site. A professional person would be needed to assist. Authority was
given to the Sub-Committee to employ a professional person at a remuneration as
negotiator.

At this meeting there was, however, a demur about putting up a new building
at Wasdale and it was clear that there might be an opposition to the idea, especially
from a small minority who were not convinced that the Club should have a hut
anyway.

Now at that time Lakeland Laundries were making considerable use of the
architectural services of one J.S. Stout of Whitehaven, who was a very well known
professional man in that area, and Milligan thought it would be a good idea to
approach him for assistance in finding out who owned the Brackenclose Wood and
whether it could be bought and on what terms. All this was done. Mr. Stout was
able very soon to tell us to make an approach to the owner's agent, who was located
in Cockermouth Castle. We also authorised him to do a sketch plan of the sort of
building he thought might be suitable for our purposes, in case Lord Leconfield’s
agent wanted to know what we thought of doing with the site. The answer given
to Mr. Stout by the agent was that Lord Leconfield was not at all anxious to dispose
of any of his land in Wasdale but he would be prepared to consider recommending
letting us have Brackenclose Wood if he was satisfied that we (the Club) were a
respectable, responsible body of people who would be likely not to do anything
with the site that would adversely affect the environment of Wasdale Head and,
having been given these assurances by Mr. Stout, he said that the Leconfield
Estates would be prepared to consider a sale, subject to reasonable conditions.

All these proceedings took time - many months - and meanwhile something of
a ‘red herring’ came across our path, in Milligan’s words at the 1935 Dinner:

“I don’t remember just how it happened, but in the course of our preparations for making
the vital move towards Lord Leconfield, we somehow found ourselves in discussion with
various eminent gentlemen...and those eminent gentlemen, whilst thoroughly approving
the site, felt that it was too good for the likes of us, the Fell & Rock, and wanted to have it
for another purpose altogether, which was the building of a Youth Hostel, or at least, to share
the site with us: the Club hut on the one hand and a Youth Hostel ten yards away. You can
imagine what a fluttering in the dovecotes, or shall we say the tiger’s cages, that created”.

The eminent gentlemen were Professor Sir Patrick Abercrombie, Head of
Architecture at Liverpool University and Mr Kenneth Spence of the Youth Hostels
Association.

On 25 March, 1935, the Sub-Committee reported to the main Committee that
Brackenclose would be an ideal site. It was suggested by certain members that
Professor Abercrombie should be invited to make an approach to Lord Leconfield
but it was found that he had already agreed to speak for the Y.H.A. who also wanted
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the site, and would only speak for us if we agreed to share the site.

All this set alarm bells ringing in the minds of Milligan and the Sub-Committee
who realised that other bodies were interested in the Brackenclose site and were
probably aware that it might be available to purchase from Lord Leconfield. So
Milligan and his associates decided to nip in and get the site if we could, and we
instructed Mr. Stout to proceed forthwith to negotiate with Lord Leconfield’s
agent. In due course terms were agreed and a contract was made. But for this
decisive action there might well not have been a Fell & Rock hut at Brackenclose.
All this was without reference to the main Committee. On 8 June, 1935, there was
a meeting of the main Committee at Thornythwaite Farm, Borrowdale, at which
Milligan reported that he had secured the Brackenclose site, though making it clear
that the club was not obliged to take over his contract if they did not want to. There
was immediate uproar in the Committee. Milligan was accused of committing the
Club without authority to a hut building scheme before referring to Club member-
ship for approval, etc. Milligan’s action was so much disapproved of by some
members of the Committee that one of them, Graham Wilson, the Honorary
Secretary, resigned from that office by way of protest against Milligan’s “high-
handed action”, This was an important defection because Wilson was also a Vice
President, though later on when the Brackenclose scheme had been got going he
became one of its most enthusiastic supporters. However, the following resolution
was passed: “That the President’s action in connection with the Club Hut be
approved. Sub-Committee to consider circular to Member. . Financial assistance
not to be sought from other clubs.”

Another decision at the meeting was to appoint me as temporary acting
Honorary Secretary in view of Graham Wilson's resignation, so as to keep the job
going until a suitable successor could be found (Norman Boothroyd). It was this
which brought George Basterfield, that other notable Barrow business owner/
climber, to make his celebrated quip “Ah, yes, let the Laundry do it all” (This being
a sales slogan in use at the time by Lakeland Laundries). This caused a wave of
laughter, and reduced the tension.

On 31 August, 1935 the Y.H.A. proposal was definitely rejected.

On 14 September, 1935, a document was issued to the club membership being
in the nature of a ‘prospectus’ message from the President about the scheme, with
a Heaton Cooper sketch plan of the building and a message from me, as Club
Treasurer, asking for promises of donations and loans and also asking for expres-
sions of opinion for or against the scheme to be submitted to me for consideration
at the A.G.M. in October.

lissued a further circular on 2 October, 1935, reporting an encouraging response
to the *prospectus’ but urging all members who had not so far responded to do so
immediately, so that when it came to the General Meeting a full report could be
made.

On 19 October, 1935, the Annual General Meeting was held at the Old England
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Hotel, Bowness-on-Windermere. We were privileged to have that meeting, and the
following Dinner, at that prestigious establishment because of Milligan’s friendly
business relationship with the proprietor, Mr. Roger Bownass who, at the time, was
the doyen of Lake District hoteliers.

To quote further from Milligan’s speech at the 21st Anniversary gathering:-

“I should think that the General Meeting we had on 19 October, 1935, was the most
exciting and controversial in the whole history of the Club. At the time we were all deadly
serious but looking back on it it was really good fun. What I of course wanted to do was to
get the scheme approved ‘in toto’ and I damn nearly did, but the opposition was too strong
for me. They let me get away with resolutions to the effect that a Club hut should be
established, and that the Brackenclose site should be purchased, but they got one passed to
the effect that there should be no contribution towards the cost out of the Club funds, except
50 far as the purchase of the land was concerned, and that the cost of the scheme should be
limited to the amount given and lent by members. I didn’t mind that - that was quite sensible
- but then the blighters got this in on me “That the members of the Club shall be circulated
to ascertain their preference as to whether the Club Hut should be erected at Wasdale Head
or in one of the other valleys.” So I had to finish my Presidency with the scheme [ had been
pushing from the very start dangling in suspense.”

R.S.T. Chorley began his Presidency at the A.G.M. on 19 October, 1935, and at
the first meeting of the Committee on 9 November I was empowered to purchase
the Brackenclose land on behalf of the Club. The purchase price was £150. The
Committee decided to appoint a new Sub-Committee to get on with the project,
and in particular to negotiate with the architect about modifications to his plan and
to authorise him to get tenders for work, which it was thought might cost about
£1200 - a figure which was covered by the promises of donations and loans from
the members, During the autumn a Referendum was issued to all members in
accordance with the resolution of the A.G.M.

At Committee on 29 December, 1935, 1 reported, as Treasurer, fully on the
results of the Referendum, showing a two-thirds majority in favour of the scheme.

So, after some two and a half years of discussion, argument, negotiation and
consultations with membership, we had at last got the *green light” to go ahead. It
was gratifying to realise that many of the members (including Committee mem-
bers) who were at first opposed to the scheme were in favour of it and indeed en-
thusiastically wanting it to proceed as soon as possible.

The main Committee decided in order to relieve me, as the Club Treasurer, of
the considerable work in controlling all payments for the building work, etc., and
getting in the money promised by members, that H.M. Kelly be appointed Hut
Treasurer. Now although Milligan, Clegg and myself were still members of the
Hut Sub-Committee the period of ‘letting the Laundry do it all’ was over and we
were unable to help very much with the completion of the project, as during 1936
and 1937 we were extremely busy with major developments of the Lakeland
Laundries Group at Barrow and elsewhere and had little time to spare for Club
affairs. The story of the negotiations with the architect about a more acceptable
design, the getting of tenders and the supervision of the work, and then the fitting



Cutting the First Sod at Brackenclose, Photograph by Charles Pickles
13 April, 1936

Professor R.S.T. Chorley (later Lord Chorley) (President), Graham Wilson (Vice Presi-
dent), Dr Mabel M. Barker (first woman to ascend C.B.), Nancy E.G. Ridyard, G.R.
Speaker, Ernest Wood-Johnson, W.P. Haskett Smith (in rain cape), probably Edgar C. Pollit
(head only showing), Lawrence H. Pollit, C.J. Astley Cooper (head only showing). Molly
R. FitzGibbon (back to camera) (Librarian 1935-66)

out of the hut has been told elsewhere. But of all the people who worked on this
I think it would be fair to say that A.T. Hargreaves was the moving force, and it was
most appropriate that when all was done he was appointed as the hut’s first warden
-a job of which he made a great success. His death in a ski-ing accident, when
he was still in his prime as a climber and otherwise, was one of the Club’s greatest
losses. What a pity it was that he was missing from the 21stAnniversary gathering,
at which suitable tribute was paid to him by H.M. Kelly. A.T. Hargreaves would
have made a splendid President had he survived.

In conclusion, I will go back to the beginning of this article and repeat that, but
for the determined action of W.G. Milligan in purchasing the Brackenclose site,
we would not now have this magnificent hut.
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Some of the Brackenclose helpers, 1937 Phaotograph by Helen Brvan from
Sid Cross, Ruth Hargreaves, Jammy Cross. the Sid Cross Collection
Evelyn Pirie, A.T. Hargreaves and Frank Heap



BRACKENCLOSE, 1937
S.H. and A.M. Cross

"You have pinched my camp site" was the remark that | made to A.T.
Hargreaves when he showed me the site chosen for Brackenclose - so | joined the
Club.

There came a day when the building was finished; then it seemed that the order
of the day was not so much climbing as getting the hut ready for the opening. It
was a very happy working party: we took our orders from H.M. Kelly, A.T.H. and
Ernie Wood-Johnson. Whoever came into the hut, even for the odd hour, was given
ajob to do. A.T.H. soon got a reputation for pushing a sweeping brush into the
hand of anyone who stood idle. Ernie Wood-Johnson spent his entire holiday
working; he was joined by his father, a very able man, who in the evenings
entertained us with his country tales: a marveleous picture as he sat smoking his
churchwarden pipe.

One of our tasks was to build the steps leading to the hut which have only
recently been rebuilt.

It was a very hectic Sunday when Frank Heap, who was in charge of catering
for our party, came in from the larder to announce that a large dog had eaten the
cold chicken and goodies he had brought from Blackpool for our lunch. Sufficient
to say that A.T.H. blew his top; hence the reason for the hut rule: No Dogs Allowed.

We attended the A.G.M. at the Hydro on 2 October 1937 then motored round to
the hut to make the final arrangements for the opening on the 3rd. With great
difficulty we had tapped a barrel of beer the previous week. A fine day dawned
and soon people began to arrive, some by car but lots walking from Borrowdale.
Eskdale and Langdale. Kelly was very busy with his collecting box. We were the
kitchen staff. Primus stoves at the ready, boiler on the large primus with its four
burners, known as the Flames of Hell. Tea pots, mugs and large fruit cakes (square
and easy to cut) were waiting. We were also able to offer tea or beer and fruit cake
on the house.

Words taken from Mrs Chorley's speech prior to unlocking the door of Brack-
enclose: "This represents far more than the physical access to a private hut, it
represents access to the fells and crags.” How true these words proved to be. We
found that we were cycling from Kendal after work on Friday, walking over to
Brackenclose, able to climb Pillar on Saturday and Scafell on the way back to
Langdale on Sunday.

At the 1986 Dinner the President proposed a toast to our young member hut
users. | would have liked to couple this with a toast to those old members who
made Brackenclose possible, providing finance through loans and gifts, independ-
ent of any outside help.
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BRACKENCLOSE MEMORIES. 1947-48.
Des Birch

Some memorable moments from a holiday at Brackenclose in April, 1948,

2 April:Walked from Brackenclose to Keswick. Boots were being re-nailed by
Robinson of Keswick. Clinkers throughout. Collected boots, bus back to
Seatoller, walked to Brackenclose.

3 April:A good day on the crags. ‘C’ Gully, The Screes. Arthur Dolphin, John
Cook and Des Birch. Pitch 9. Me leading back into water slide. Sitting in water
slide awaiting Arthur, but uncomfortable owing to weight of water behind. As
Arthur ascended overhang I released pressure and accumulation of water drenched
Arthur and removed him from the overhang. Arthur, with much laughter, as-
cended.

Arthur, John Cook and myself were very wet and on arriving at the bridge over
the Irt with one accord we all jumped into the river. We emerged, but John had lost
his spectacles. One naked and two fully clothed people were diving into the pool
when a ‘normal’ party crossed the bridge. We found the spectacles and carried on
towards Brackenclose, but Arthur was suffering. During the ascent of *C’ Gully
he was wearing a pair of waterproof trousers tied at the waist with cord and the knot
had shrunk to become untieable. It was a long way to Brackenclose and Arthur,
rather a prude, held pride to the end, i.e. about halfway up the lake when, with a
scream, he gave way to twelve hours of Nature.

7 April:Walked with Bob Holmes (now Professor of Anatomy at Leeds Univer-
sity) to climb on Dow Crag. Bob fell off Murray's Direct, so we walked down to
Coniston, for tea at the Black Bull. After tea we walked back to Brackenclose. It
took four hours there and four hours back, but it was a grand and memorable day.

Other Memories.

4 August, 1947:From the luncheon boulder Joe and I were watching Arthur
laybacking the Flake Crack in boots (nailed) when the impossible happened:
Arthur had fallen off! 1rushed (ran!) up and brought Arthur down from the Oval
(unhurt really, except in pride !)

The roller

For many years this was the entertainment, and I remember one young lady who
could roll and remove clothing to bra and pants whilst rolling.

The Four-Burner Primus

A non-member who shall be nameless sold cups of tea for a whole week to
walkers going over Burnmoor, using this apparatus!

The Daley Rope

Used by me (aged 16) because I had no rope, and by others. If my memory serves
me correctly, it was 100 feet of Alpine line.

The Ellis-Carr Ice-axe.

Used by me on many occasions, including a superb ascent of Moss Ghyll.
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BRACKENCLOSE 1933-1986
Muiriel Files

At the Dinner held at the Wastwater Hotel (as it was then called) on 13
September, 1958, to celebrate the opening of Brackenclose twenty-one years
before, H.M. Kelly and W.G. Milligan gave their personal accounts of the origins
of our first Club Hut. Harry Griffin faithfully reported them in the 1959 Journal,
skilfully accomplishing the difficult task of recording two alter-dinner speeches
which emphasised different aspects of the beginnings of the project. Some of the
recollections of the long-ago happenings are vague as to the time sequence - not
surprising after a lapse of more than twenty years - but the correct order of the
events can now be followed in A.B.H's ‘Brackenclose - The Beginnings” in this
Journal. Here he gives in great detail, with reference to the Committee minutes
as well as to W.G. Milligan’s speech. his recollections of the early days of the
enterprise. starting with the discussions of the “four men in a boat” (A. T. Har-
areaves, A B. Hargreaves. W. Clegg and W.G. Milligan) on Windermere in June
1933,

The story continues with Milligan’s first historic Committee meeting as
President on 4 November, 1933, It was proposed by H.M. Kelly and seconded by
Dr. M.M. Barker that the *four men in a boat” become a Sub-Committee entrusted
with investigating the possibilities of a Club Hut. There followed the *dreadful red
herring™ """ of the Youth Hostels Association’s designs on the Brackenclose site.

The minutes of the historic Commitiee meeting of 8 June 1935, do not
mention that Milligan had bought the Brackenclose site and that his action caused
a “hullabaloo’. He told us at the Anniversary Dinner what he had done: if the Club
didn’t want to buy it he intended to present it as a camping site. In view of the
reticence of the minutes it is most interesting to have A.B."s corroboration of what
actually happened. A.B.H. describes the 1935 A.G.M. in Milligan’s words which
give amore colourful impression of the atmosphere of the meeting than the sober
words of the minute book. Atthe A.G.M. in the Old England Hotel, Windermere.
on 19 October, 1935, the idea of a Club hut and choice of site were approved, with
the proviso that Club funds were 1o be used only for the land: the buildings and
its equipment were 1o be paid for by gifts and loans from members, There was no
formal resolution about the plans, but it was suggested that there would be more
support for a scheme on a smaller scale.

" Milligan, in his speech at the Anniversary Dinner, 13 September, 1958,

8 June 1935, A Sub-Committee was appointed consisting of Mrs Bryan. Bill Clegg. F.
Lawson Cook, W. Heaton Cooper. A.B. Hargreaves, A.T. Hargreaves. HM. Kelly, W.G.
Milligan. Mrs Eden-Smith and G.R. Speaker.
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At its first meeting on 9 November. 1935, the new Committee appointed a Sub-
committee "' "to interview experts and report to the General Committee". A.B.H.
ends his recollections of the beginnings of Brackenclose with the Committee
meetings of 29 December. 1935. when he reported his analysis of the response to
the "Referendum™*** required by the 1935 A.CM. The analysis'>*was sufficiently
encouraging to enable the Sub-Committee to proceed with negotiations with the
architect for a £ 1200 building and on 9 February. 1936. A.T. Hargreaves reported
that a new design had been prepared with accommodation for 18 men and 9
women.""

The Committee approved the new plan in general and the Sub-Committee of
9 November. 1935. was re-appointed to go into the matter of tenders on the
understanding that £1500 for the building, water supply, drainage, fencing and
architect's fees would not be exceeded. It was also agreed that before the plan was
full) adopted it should be approved by the Council for the Preservation of Rural
England (as it was then called.). At this meeting Ernie Wood Johnson, who was
later to give much practical help, was appointed to the Sub-Committee.

A new circular (which included a sketch by Heaton Cooper of the hut as we
know it) was to be sent out as soon as the report of the C.P.R.E. arrived. This seems
10 have been late in April 1936. The circular announced that a smaller scheme
would be carried out in compliance with the wishes of the 1935 A.G.M. The
contract would be placed as soon as possible, but the sums already promised would
cover the fabric only. Furnishings were not included so members were asked lo
send contributions as soon as possible.

T.R. Burnett. F. Law son Cook. A.T. Hargreaves. 11V1 Kelly and W.G. Milligan Il was
re-appointed on 9 February. 1936.
A copy in the archives is dated in pencil 6 December. 1935.

Replies received to Questionnaire 303
Favourable 213
Neutral (but would endorse majority) L2
225
For some other valley 29
Against any hul 26
Against any hut in Wasdale 8
Against any new building 15
78
Majority in favour 147

' The original design was for a £3009 building described by Milligan (Journal No.53) as

a 'crescent-shaped alfair w iih verandahs and what-not." 11 had accommodation for 40 men
and 20 women. A 'Prospectus’ (undated, but issued on 14 September, 1935) isa handsome

X page one with a cover sketch of the site by Heaton Cooper and a fold-out plan and
elevation of Sunn's design. W.T. Palmer wrote an article about it in The Times of 12

September. 1935, and the archives also have a contemporary press-cutting from The
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The first sod had already been cut by Graham Wilsonon 13 April in the presence
ol Haskett Smith and other prominent members the day after he made his Jubilee
ascent of the Needle.

In May H.M. Kelly had agreed to become Hut Treasurer. He had been involved
in the hut since late 1933 and he worked hard for it during the long period of
preparation. At the same Commitice meeting A T.H. gave the disturbing news
that the two tenders received had been withdrawn by the builders and that efforts
were being made 1o find someone else who undertake the work. That some
difficulty was experienced in this is related in the circular *Brackenclose Hut
Report” dated 12 September 1936 and signed by R.S.T. Chorley (President). H.M.
Kelly (Hut Treasurer) and A.T. Hargreaves (Hut Secretary). Eventually the tender
ol Thomas Tyson of Eskdale was accepted and work began on 12 August. The
rather too optimistic date of Easter 1937 was forecast for the hut *being ready lor
occupation”. The financial situation had improved, but £200 - £400 was still
needed and members were urged to send their contributions as soon as possible.

When the Hut was discussed at the A.G.M. at the Windermere Hydro on 3
October. 1936. Katharine Chorley s offer to furnish the living room in memory
of her mountaineering father and uncles Edward, Arthur and Charles Hopkinson.
was warmly welcomed. A discussion then took place on the amenity aspect of the
venture.  Katharine Chorley proposed, and H.M. Kelly seconded “That this
meeting. while welcoming the erection of a new hut in Wasdale. since no existing
building is available in the locality. wishes to put on record its earnest desire that,
should the Club require further premises in the future. wherever possible existing
buildings should be used in order to keep unaltered the character of the valley
heads.” There were reservations by some members but the resolution was carried.

Matters seem to have progressed fairly smoothly after this although the job took
longer than expected. Peter Moffat’s father was closely concerned. along with
Tyson, in the building contractors” work. Mr MolTat made the massive three-tier
wooden bunks and Peter recalls, as asmall boy, helping his father during the school
holidays, Much was also done by a devoted band of willing helpers. Ernie Wood
Johnson spent his 1937 summer holiday. aided by his father, in the final prepara-
tions for the Opening. Sid Cross. in this.Journal. gives us his personal recollectios
of the occasion and ol the events leading up to it. He himsell, and Jammy, were
stalwart helpers,

The 1938 Journal opens with T.R. Burnett's account of the opening ceremony.
including verbatim reports of the speeches by Katharine Chorley. who declared the
hut open, and R.S.T. Chorley, the retiring President: in “Editor's Notes™ the
newly elected President. G.R. Speaker, gives his reflections on the establishment

Whitehaven News. The scheme described in the Prospectus was supported by J.C.
Appleyard. Bentley Beetham. T.R. Burnett. Mrs Bryan, Bill Clegg. F. Lawson Cook, W,
Heaton Cooper, A.B. Hargreaves. AT, Hargreaves, HM, Kelly, W.G. Milligan and Mrs
Eden-Smith.
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of a Club Hut.' The Annual Report for 1936-7 records the Committee’s
appreciation of the splendid response to the appeal to members for financial help.
and in “The Year the Club” for 1938, in the 1939 Jowrnal. AT, Hargreaves gives
agratifyving report ol the first vear at Brackenclose and the climbing done from the
hut.

Also in the 1939 Journal is recorded the damage caused by the flooded
Lingmell Gill in the great storm of August Bank Holiday, 1938, The road by the
second bridge was carried away. as also were two ol our oak trees. Large boulders
were pilled against the bridge. diverting the beck (over which anew wooden bridge
had to be built). Anentire tield was covered by debris but fortunately the hut was
unscathed but for slight damage 1o the water inlet. Lawson Cook was alone at
Brackenclose and. in order to get his car back on to the road beyond the useless
conerete bridge, had to traverse the extensive beach of loose gravel at the head of
the lake. Our Archives do not record the mopping-up operations but in August
1944 T.R. Burnett wrote 1o Lawson Cook (President) after examining the beck. 1o
express fears that serious damage might result from further flooding. This was
reported to the Committee and Jack Kenyon was consulted. After an inspection
he reported that he  believed there was no immediate danger to Brackenclose
although any abnormal storm might have serious unforeseen results.

The beck did not cause trouble again until August 1962, Ron Brotherton was
staving at Brackenclose when this flood occurred and he was marooned there from
the Friday night until Sunday afternoon. Although no damage was done to the hut
itsell the stainless steel water filter tank which had recently been installed was
swept away. The National Trust (who had acquired Wasdale Head Hall) subse-
quently informed the Club that the floods had damaged the roadway and the two
bridges below the hut. They had had emergency repairs done and had engaged an
excavator at considerable expense. We were offered the use of it while it was on
spot. The President. in consultation with the Treasurer. decided to accept it and
had the course of the beck moved away from our land. Although our obligation
to the Trust was confined to £1.00 per annum towards road repairs it was decided
10 make an ex-gratia payment ol £125 towards their expenses. particularly as we
had never been asked to pay our £1.00 per annum.

As the first warden of Brackenclose. AT, Hargreaves set a high standard for
his successors, At the 21st Birthday Dinner Kelly and Milligan both paid tribute
o him in their speeches. Kelly's words were: T won’t go as far as to say that
without AT, there would not have been a Brackenclose hut. but [ think I am
qualified to say that he. more than anyone else, was responsible for bringing the
scheme to fruition, And I never cross the threshold without recalling his name and
the hard work he put in to establish ir.”

AT, continued as warden throughout the War vears, often in circumstances ol

Fell & Rock Journal. No. 33. 1939, pp288 and 306.



T'he opening of Brackenclose, 3 October, 1937 Photograph by Gerald Lacey from the
TI.S. Tyson (builder), G.R. Speaker (President elect), Frank Simpson Collection
G.A. Solly, R.S.T. Chorley (retiring President),

Katherine Chorley

great difficulty. In November 1940 there is a note in the logbook signed by the
warden: “No paraffin in drums, Primuses or Tilley lamps”, and the Hut Commit-
tee’s Annual Report for 1941-42 states: “Paraffin. If possible users of the hut are
asked to bring their own supplies. The cost should be deducted from the hut
fees. Food supplies. Members are also warned that, owing to legal restrictions, it
is now impossible to procure any foodstuffs from the farm.” The same report says
that it has been possible to clear off all outstanding loans, except £2.00.

In spite of war-time difficulties and the unsatisfactory state in which some users
left the hut, causing great trouble to the warden, A.T. did much climbing, usually
with Ruth and the Crosses. He resigned in 1946 when with Ruth, Sid and Jammy,
he took on the Burnmoor Inn at Boot where the Club enjoyed a number of meets.

Morley Dobson followed A.T. at Brackenclose. Although the War was over
paraffin supplies were still scarce. Cooking was by Primus and Florence stoves
and lighting by Tilley and other types of oil lamp. Apart from maintaining the
stocks of paraffin and methylated spirits lamp glasses had to be supplied and
cleaned and wicks trimmed. Petrol was in short supply. Morley lived at
Bassenthwaite and when petrol was available he took his car to Seathwaite;
otherwise he cycled. He then walked over Sty Head to Brackenclose.



At Brackenclose on the 21st Anniversary, Photograph by I.R. Files
14 September, 1958.

JN. Moffat, T.S. Tyson, H.M. Kelly, A.B. Hargreaves,

W.G. Milligan and W. Clegg.

From the outset there are instructions in the Hut Rules as to the disposal of
perishable food. In the 1946 Handbook is a note added to Hut Rule 8 (on the
disposal of refuse): “Much trouble has been caused by mice and even rats in the
larder. Food may be confiscated if found to be infested.” This was a mild warning:
in 1950 it was changed to “... will be confiscated.” To this note is added “Non-
perishable food may be stored in the huts but it must be left in tins for which a rent
of 2/6d per annum is to be paid.” Or members could (and did) provide their own
tins. Large 71b biscuit tins were in use for many years at both Brackenclose and
Raw Head and were much appreciated in the days when transport was difficult but
forgotten tins containing decaying food could be a hazard at Maintenance Meets!

Peter Moffat was officially Assistant Warden from 1951 to 1955, but he recalls
doing the job when Morley was warden; that is, before 1950. Peter remembers the
hut much as it was in the early days with the original drying room (heated by an
Ideal boiler), the larder, the four-burner and other Primus stoves, the Florence
cooker and the Tilley and other oil lamps. He also recalls the storage tins being
in regular use.

When Morley Dobson retired in 1950 Don Atkinson, one of the ‘Barrow-Boys’
(Oliver Geere, John Thompson and Ron Miller were some others) was his
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successor. The big improvement in amenities was calor gas for cooking. but oil
lamps were still in use for lighting. Don was tough and conscientious and did a
grand job in the largely ‘unimproved’ hut. But sometimes the users could be very
trying as is apparent from an irate note by an exasperated warden on rubbish
disposal. Don’s spell at Brackenclose ended when he joined the Falkland Islands
Dependencies Survey in 1955.

Ron Brotherton took Don’s place and his ten-year spell at Brackenclose will
long be remembered. He was assisted by George Fitter and his son Malcolm and
by Oliver Geere and was responsible for arranging three important events at the
hut. The first was the Jubilee Meet in 1956. It is not recorded in the logbook but
there is along accountin *The Jubilee Year with the Club’ (1957 Journal) by Harry
Ironfield. then the Hut and Meets Secretary. The hut was full and there was much
climbing on the Napes.

The second was the 21st Anniversary celebration in September 1958, There was
fine sunny weather and the 120 who attended the special tea served at Bracken-
close by Lilian Brotherton, Peggy Diamond and their helpers were able to enjoy
the event out-of-doors. It was on this occasion that Ed Wormell, who made the
magnificent celebration cake (which Ruth Hargreaves cut with an ice-axe), was
named Club Confectioner,

The third important event while Ron was warden occurred on 1 June 1960 when
we entertained a party of Russian mountaineers at Brackenclose. They were in
Great Britain at the invitation of several British clubs, some of whom had been
their guests in the Caucasus. The weather was good and with Peter Moffat and
David Miller they climbed Great Eastern by the Yellow Slab Variation, Central
Buttress and Botterill’s Slab. In the evening there was a celebration dinner at the
Wastwater Hotel and Ed Wormell welcomed them in a few well chosen words of
Russian. Gifts were exchanged: the Club presenting a set of Guides and the
Russians a banner which was hung in Brackenclose.™

During Ron’s term of office many improvements were made. The Hut & Meets
Secretary reported in 1957 that new gates with slate stoops had been provided and
in 1958 constant hot water and better cookers had been supplied. Also more trees
had been planted. In 1960-61 the steps at the front of the hut had been rebuilt and
in 1961-62 the floors of both washrooms were tiled and a new thermostatically
controlled boiler was installed.

Eric Ivison took on the job at Brackenclose in 1966 and did the longest stint to
date, not retiring until 1979. This was partly because electricity came to Wasdale
Head shortly before Eric was due to retire under the *Ten Year Rule.” He was
persuaded to stay on so that the Club could have the benefit of his experience. On
11 September 1976 the offer of the North Western Electricity Board 1o supply

*"The present warden, Reg Atkins., removed it in 1984 1o safeguard it from decoration
during a work-party” but it hadn’t reappeared at the Jubilee Meet in October 1987. (Editor)
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electricity to Brackenclose at a cost of £450 was accepted and on 4 December it
was decided that the interior installation was to be done by members. By July 1977
the work of bringing the supply to the hut was complete and a year later the wiring
for the water heaters to the showers and washbasins was finished. The old coke-
fired boiler was removed and Peter Moffat partitioned off the drying room to make
more efficient use of space.

In September 1974 the Committee agreed that Brackenclose, Birkness Barn and
Raw Head Cottage should be added to the British Mountaineering Council’s list
of the huts available for use by their affiliated clubs. In February 1976 it was
decided to withdraw from the scheme after eighteen months trial. We had been
flooded by applications from non-reciprocal clubs and members were often so
outnumbered by guests that the Club atmosphere was endangered. At Bracken-
close in 1975 guest bednights were 75% of the total. Much extra work was caused
to the wardens and some clubs had adopted “a demanding attitude” (the words of
the Secretary’s report for 1975-76). Eric Ivison and Stan Thompson were in the
forefront of the opposition to the opening of our huts to the B.M.C - affiliated clubs.
They had suffered the most.

The proposal for the further industrial exploitation of Wastwater came to the
notice of the Committee in May 1979 and in view of the implications for the Club
at Brackenclose, as well as because of the amenity damage, it was decided to
collaborate with the Friends of the Lake District in opposition. The President,
Charles Pickles, represented the Club at the public inquiry where, as members
know, the opposition was successful.

From the outset it was customary to appoint local key custodians for our huts but
after much discussion it was decided in 1978 to fit new locks and make keys
directly available to Club members. The hut key custodians were good friends of
the Club. Mrs Ullock of Wasdale Head Hall Farm was the first custodian of the
Brackenclose key. Inthe early days she supplied provisions as well as paraffin and
hired cotton sheet sleeping bags which were made compulsory soon after the hut
was opened. She decorated it to a high standard at a lower cost than competitors.
During the difficult days of the War most of these amenities had to be discontinued
but the Brackenclose key was still kept at Wasdale Head Hall until Mrs Naylor of
Middle Row took on the job of key custodian. Ernie Wood Johnson described the
Club’s contacts with the Naylors in the 1985 Journal. " When Mrs Ella Naylor
retired to Greendale she was succeeded by her daughter-in-law, Mrs Kathy Naylor
of Row Head. Itis obviously a convenience for members to have their own key
but when we discontinued the key custodians we lost a link with the local people
which, especially at Wasdale Head where the community is so small, was most
valuable. The Naylors were very good friends of the Club and many of its
members.

* *Middle Row, Wasdale’ Journal No. 68, 1985. p316
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It was a great improvement when. during Eric Ivison's wardenship, hut
bookings were transferred from the Huts Secretary to the warden of each hut. Eric
has happy memories of his years at Brackenclose. People were very co-operative
and Maintenance Meets were well attended. Like Ron before him. Eric was
deservedly honoured by being elected Vice President.

Whether as official Assistant Warden or as a reliable unofficial helper Oliver
Geere should have special mention. For many years Ollie (known as Cog) could
always be counted on for help in many ways. particularly as unofficial forester,
Reginald Case-Newton. although having no official appointment. was a good
friend to Brackenclose and its warden. He lived locally and kept an eye on the hut
mid-week when it was otherwise unoccupied. Eric has many memories of his
helpfulness particularly. like Ollie. in tending the trees.

With Eric’s retirement in 1979 we have almost reached modern times. Chris
Wright succeeded him. He installed the fan heater in the drying room and better
electric heaters in the washrooms and began the alterations to the kitchen.
enlarging it by demolishing the original larder. Chris remained in office for five
vears and organised an annual bonfire night with fireworks and a slide show on the
Saturday night preceding the pilgrimage to Great Gable on Remembrance
Sunday. Bonfire nights have from time to time been held at Birkness and
Brackenclose (I remember some good evenings at Birkness when Stan Thompson
was warden) but in 1980 Sid Cross. when President. revived interest in the Re-
membrance Sunday gathering at the Club’s War Memorial. This has since
appeared on the Meets card. Harry Griffin, in an excellent article in the 1985
Journal outlined the history of the Memorial and recalled the small group that
assembled on Gable in the pre-war. wartime and immediate post-war years, before
the era of mass pilgrimages. In the early years the participants had a personal
involvement in the act of remembrance.

In 1984 when Reg Atkinson took on the job of warden he continued the bonfire
nights. He completed the alterations to the kitchen and the former general store
is now the food store. He has made several other changes. The volume of Lake
District Six-Inch maps, which was purchased and bound from the bequest to the
Club of W. Binks in 1945 ( a similar volume was presented to Raw Head), was in
need of repair and has been transferred to the Library where there is scarcely room
for it.

Libraries were traditionally important features of our huts and a good deal of
trouble was taken by Molly FitzGibbon """ to provide reading matter for members
staying there. The Brackenclose library was a useful and, unfortunately, valuable
one because in the early 1970 it proved attractive to thieves. When Librarian |
discontinued placing important books in the huts and had taken any of worth to the
Library. Now Reg retains only the Journals and guidebooks. Peter Fleming, as

U Librarian, 1935-1966
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Assistant Librarian, still maintains the other hut libraries as far as is practicable.
Of the huts Brackenclose has perhaps suffered most from thefts. The disappear-
ance in 1970 of the wooden dining chairs given by Katharine Chorley was perhaps
the most distressing loss.

Consternation was caused among senior officers in early 1984 when Heaton
Cooper’s original painting of the Langdale Pikes - a gift to the Club - was reported
missing. Fortunately it was a false alarm. Heaton had borrowed it himself, as he
wanted it for reproduction in his autobiography.!'"

Happily the original Brackenclose logbook and the original visitors’ book have
been preserved in the Archives. The first pages of the Brackenclose visitors'book
contain the signatures of those who were present at the Opening on 3 October,
1937, and Heaton Cooper’s sketch of the hut. These pages were reported missing
to the Committee on 10 May, 1956, by Sid Cross. They were still missing the
following September but after further publicity someone’s conscience was troub-
lesome and on 29 December the Warden reported that the missing pages had been
returned and securely replaced in the book, greatly to the general relief.

The logbook, which spans over twenty years (1937-1960), is full of interest.
There have already been passing references to it but an attempt will now be made
to give more details although it is impossible, in the space available, to do more
than touch o n the vast amount of material in the 500-0dd pages. Climbs (old and
new), fell walks and general comments by both hut users and wardens fill the book.
During the first two years there was much climbing as the founders hoped. The
warden and his party were involved in many first ascents. Jim Haggas led
Hangover on Dove Crag. On 12 March, 1939, Sid Cross, A.T. Hargreaves, Ruth
Hargreaves and Alice Nelson (Jammy Cross) made the first winter ascent of Steep
Ghyll, although the fact that it was a first ascent is not recorded in the logbook.

In the 1940’s people often walked over to Brackenclose from Seascale,
Borrowdale or Langdale. In 1940 and 1941 Bill Peascod recorded several new
routes with Bert Beck including Suaviter, Fortiter and Dexter Wall in Birkness
Coombe. On Boat Howe Sid Cross led Prow of the Boat. There are several
Warden' s notes about the unsatisfactory state in which the hut had been left by
some parties. “Why won't people burn the rubbish?” In December an O.U.M.C.
party left an appreciative note but it is immediately followed by two pages of
Warden’s complaints and instructions. The water supply had failed and the
occupants had not bothered to carry in water to flush the loos!

Very few Kindred or University club visitors are recorded between 1942 and
1945, In a Minute dated 28 August, 1942, the Warden reported to the Committee
that he had refused certain clubs to hold meets at Brackenclose owing to wartime
conditions. The Committee approved his action.

!"""The painting was re-mounted and re-framed and subsequently returned. Opportunity
was also taken to have a print made, and this hangs in Raw Head.
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Many old friends were able to stay at the hut in the early 1940, among them

Stan Thompson, Vince Veevers, Bryan Greaves, Jack Blackshaw. Lyna Kellet and
Bill Peascod. Farmhouse teas were a great treat and on 5 April. several people
enjoved one at Middle Row. The next day The Screes, Great Gully. was led by
Vince Veevers followed by Stan Thompson and Heidl Zwimpfer: 1 wonder how
many members remember her ?
On 1 August. 1944, there is the following note by Morley Dobson (Acting
Warden): “Abicycle has been lent by R.C. Edleston. Will members who use it see
that it is kept clean and in good condition.”™ Just above is a note that Norman
Daley’s boots, rope. axe and gloves have been left for the use of members staying
at Brackenclose. Norman was killed in action in May, 1944, and his equipment
had been given by his father.

After many notes on the unsatisfactory condition in which some parties left the
hut it is nice to read that on 6 January, 1944, a member “arrived utterly drenched
from Borrowdale and was most grateful for dry kindling on the hearth and the lamp
and matches on the table.”

New routes (Harrow Wall and Slabs West) were recorded by Bill Peascod with
Austin Barton and Bowfell Girdle by A.T.H. and company in 1942, In Septem-
ber.1944. Windyridge (Gable Crag) and in April. 1945, Demon Wall and Tophet
Girdle were pioneered by Arthur Dolphin. In Augustand September A.P. Rossiter
did several new routes on Overbeck. Also in September John Wilkinson and J.
Umpleby climbed Eagles Chain.

On 12 December, 1945, A.T.H and Ruth wished everybody “A Merry Christ-
mas” and on the last day of 1945 Bert Beck wrote that he would “like to express
his appreciation of the comfort. convenience and companionship afforded by
Brackenclose. things he is better able to appreciate after five years of exile.” There
are two more notes on similar lines in late 1945 and carly 1946,

The Easter Meet of 1946 was well attended and a lot of good climbing is
mentioned. On Easter Sunday over fifty people from several clubs were on many
routes on Pillar and there were climbs on various crags by P. Moffat. P. Hogg. J.
Wilkinson. H. Ironfield, C.W.F. Dee, Joan MacGregor (later Kendrick). Lyna
Kellet,''*' T. Hill and Alan Airey. A first ascent of Octopus, Mirklin Cove, by John
Wilkinson and Harry Ironfield is recorded just before Easter.

Inthe late 1940°s energetic walking was often combined with classic climbs. On
20 August, 1946, 1.W.. G.W. and party arrived at Brackenclose from Langdale via
The Band, Esk Hause. Great End, Scafell Pike, Broad Stand and Scafell. On the
21st they started up Gavel Neese, climbed Arrowhead Direct, proceeded to Gable
summit, then by Green Gable, Brandreth, Grey Knotis, Honister, Dale Head.
Hindscarth and Robinson to Gatesgarth and home by Scarth Gap and Black Sail.

"2 Afterwards Lyna Pickering. Listed in the 1946 Handbook as Outdoor Organiser: in
the 1947 Handbook as Hut & Meets Secretary.
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On the 22nd they went to Pillar in mist and rain, climbed the New West and
descended Central Jordan in boots (meaning nailed boots probably nailed with
clinkers). On the 23rd they went to Pike's Crag, did Wall and Crack, proceeded
by Cam Spout and Upper Eskdale to the Woolpack for tea and walked back to
Brackenclose over Burnmoor. On the 24th they walked to the O.D.G. to catch the
1.20 bus.

In April, 1948, a large party including Joe Griffin, Des Birch, Arthur Dolphin
and John Cook spent a very cold, wet and stormy holiday at Brackenclose from the
Ist to the 15th. ‘C’ Gully, The Screes (the description in the logbook is a
masterpiece of understatement)'?’ was succeeded by a day of deep snow. There
were then a few long walks, bouldering, tea at Mrs Naylor’s and digging holes for
tin disposal (this last, Des Birch says, was a competitive exercise: he and Arthur
claimed a record of four feet deep). On the 11th the weather cleared enough for
Great Eastern. Rain followed until the 14th when they had a good day, Des and
Joe doing Tophet Chain in (nailed) boots. “Very enjoyable. Recommended.” The
15th (their last day) was a grand one and Des and Joe did C.B. “Flake Direct. Wet.
Socks.”

In August 1947 the same party (less John Cook but including a few others) had
good weather and did some good routes. On the 4th Arthur, leading C.B. in boots
(nailed) fell off the Flake. The next day they did Mickledore Grooves and Great
Eastern (Des, Joe, Arthur) and on the following day Des and Arthur did East
Buttress Girdle. They then camped at the foot of Esk Buttress and on the nexttwo
days (in various combinations ) did Frustration, Gargoyle's Stairs, Great Central
Climb and Afterthought. On the next day Arthur (seconded by Joe) led two new
routes: Medusa Wall and Gargoyle Groove.

In December, 1947, there was an O.U.M.C. meet at the hut, the first for many
years. A leader fell off Arrowhead Direct and the account of the rescue is
interesting because it was before official mountain rescue teams were established.
The arrangements worked smoothly. One member of the party went down to
Wasdale to summon an ambulance and a doctor. Others provided the stretcher
party. The casualty was taken by ambulance to hospital at Whitehaven where he
recovered in a few days. The older members of the Club will recall assisting at
similar rescues.

In 1948-9 many new ascents are recorded in Newlands on Miners Crag and
Waterfall Buttress by George Rushworth, some with Bill Peascod but most with
S. Dirkin.

A few random notes from the 1950’s complete this brief survey of the logbook.
There is an interesting entry on 14 September, 1952: the first ascent of Mare’s Nest
Buttress, Pike’s Crag, by Des Birch with Jean Lovell. Des wrote: “The ascent
seems to be the first complete one, but the ridge from the gap was ascended by

11 See also Des Birch's “Brackenclose Memories™ in this Journal.
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W.R. Fowler and L.R. Wilberforce on 15 September, 1894 - fiftv-eight years
ago!™

A good meet was held on 27-28 June, 1953, a weekend of perfect weather. “The
presence of the Warden (Don Atkinson) and the President (A.B. Hargreaves)
ensured that a certain amount of tin-flattening. pit-digging. nettle-pulling and
coke-sifting was done.  Apart from these duties many walks and climbs
(Hopkinson's Gully, Moss Ghyll Grooves, Tophet Wall, etc.) were enjoyed by the
ten (well-known) members and two non-members who attended.”

On 12 September there is an entry by D.C. Bull describing his method of
climbing the Flake “which allows cigarettes to be smoked at the crux.”

On4 April. 1955 “the rug made by members of the London Section was this day
delivered and laid without ceremony.™ The rug was no mean effort. measuring 8
feet by 5 feet with the Needle as centre-piece surrounded by the initials' ' of the
“conqueror of the Needle (W.P. Haskett Smith), the President of the Club (Howard
Somervell). the Chairman of the London Section (Dr. Hadfield) and the members
and friends who helped the chiel workers, Marjorie Garrod and Una Cameron, not
forgetting Eric Betts who supplied the wool.™ The rug did sterling service in front
of the fire in the common room until October, 1979, when it was much the worse
for wear and transferred to the women’s dormitory. It was finally destroyed in
1984 “because it was threadbare and not worth cleaning.”

Exceptionally fine weather is reported 6 August. 1955, but the top pitch of Great
Gully, The Screes. was still wet, It was climbed by  large party: Ed and Phyl
Wormell. Stan and Margaret Thompson, Lewis Smith and Wallace Greenhalgh.
On the 7th the weather was even finer and the same party did Piers Ghyll. There
were wonderful views all round. including the Isle of Man. On 20 August the same
people (apart from the Thompsons and Wallace Greenhalgh, but plus Ron Miller)
had a good day on Pillar: Rib and Slab, Walkers Gully and the South West.

On 11 November. 1956. Remembrance Sunday was observed on Gable at 1 lam
by George and Malcolm Fitter. David Ferguson and others: afterwards they
continued to the Memorial to the men of the Lake District on Scafell Pike. This
was before the advent of the mass pilgrimages to our Memorial on Great Gable.

During the Fifties many University and Kindred Clubs stayed at Brackenclose.
doing some good climbs and long walks, but our own members also made full use
of the hut. The Napes. Kern Knotts, Scafell and Pillar were perhaps the most
popularcrags but Esk Buttress, Scafell East Butiress, Pike's Crag, Boat Howe. The
Screes and Piers Ghyll had their share of visitors: Buckbarrow, Low Adam Crag

14 See Wasdale Hotel Climbing Book. p129. The original Climbing Book. 1863-1919,
wits out of circulation from the time J.R. Whiting retired from the Hotel to Lingmell House.
taking the book with him. There is an account of its history in the 1986 Jowrnal and this
Jowrnal of its eventual deposit in the Club’s Archives.

""""In the Archives is a coloured sketch of the rug with a key to the initials,


http://popularcragsbutE.sk
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and Stirrup Crag produced some new routes. There were many ascents ot'C.B..
Botterill's Slab. Moss Ghyll Grooves and Jones's Direct from Lord's Rake. Peter
Moffat, Ron and Dave Miller and Tony Greenbank often appear in the logbook

On 4 April. 1959. the first ascent of Pernod is recorded by Geoff Oliver. On 21
and 22 August Joe Griffin was on the first ascent of Bosun's Buttress and Narrow
Stand, led by Hugh Banner.

We have now reached page 528 of the logbook: a rather bizarre find is reported
on Scafell Pike - a rusty iron bedstead. The visit of the Russian mountaineers.
alread> mentioned, occupies the last page. 546. Pages 532-545 have been cut out
but on the final page (un-numbered) in this entry: "5 June. Trespasser Groove. Esk
Buttress: 6 June. Hell's Groove (East Buttress). Dave Miller and D.Kirkby." Both
were first ascents by Arthur Dolphin in 1952 but were not recorded in the logbook.

This concludes the selection from the enormous number of varied entries.
Apologies are offered to anyone whose favourite personality or episode has been
omitted. One item which does not feature in the logbook is the roller board. Des
Birch mentions it in his "Brackenclose Memories' as one of the chief entertain-
ments of the vintage years. Some people became very skilled at manipulating it
as Des recalls. To the uninitiated it seemed a devilish device. Tony Greenbank
in his sketch 'Climbing in the Middle Ages' in the [986Journalgives an hilarious
(and accurate) impression of the antics caused by the fiendish board and its effects
on a roomful of well-known Club characters. 1 wonder if it still exists"

The Club owes a great debt to the far-sighted people who devised the right
building for the right situation as well as to many benefactors and all who have
w orked so hard in it over the years. We have cause to be proud of our first hut and
of the way it fits into the landscape. 1 think the words of Dick Plint in the "Year
with the Club' in the 1959 Journal aptly sum it up. When the celebrations were
over on 14 September. 1958. Dick returned to the hut and afterwards wrote: "There
was no-one about: in the light of the setting sun Brackenclose merged perfectly
with its surroundings and there was an air ofgreat peace about the place - surely
a wonderful tribute to those whose foresight and skill gave us such a hut"
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THE WASDALE CLIMBING BOOK: THE LATEST

NEWS.
Muriel Files

When [ was writing the account of the elusive (original) Wasdale Climbing
Book, 1863-1919, for the last Journal (No.70) I could not have believed that I
should handle it in a year's time. But that is just what has happened. The
suggestion I made in the article that John Ritson Whiting, when he retired from the
Wastwater Hotel to Lingmell House in 1951, taking the Book with him, has been
confirmed. When he died in 1956 the Book remained there with his sisters in-law,
Miss Edith Long and Miss Annie Lewis, who were known to some of our older
members who used to stay at the hotel. One of its habitués in the late 1930’s and
early 1940's was Ralph Nicholson who was a close friend of those in the Whiting
circle, which included George Basterfield and George Bower. After Whiting's
death Ralph Nicholson keptin touch with the elderly ladies at Lingmell House who
clearly held the book in high regard and in the mid-1960’s they asked him ‘to keep
the book safe’, or words to that effect.

Ralph Nicholson, who joined the Club in 1946, has been resident abroad in
recent years, latterly in the United States. He lost touch some years ago with the
old ladies of Wasdale Head, but he still retained the Book. When there was some
publicity in the Chronicle in 1985 about the Needle Centenary in 1986, he sent to
Geoff Cram a photocopy of the Pall Mall Budget article on climbing the Needle,
well-known from O.G. Jones's reference to it in Rock Climbing in the English
Lake District. When the Editor decided that he could not use the cutting in the
Journal, Jean Cram sent it to me thinking it would be of interest for the Archives,
She also sent a photocopy of a small manuscript description of the first ascent of
the Needle Obverse on 12 August, 1912, which had been received with the Pall
Mall Budget cutting. The Needle Obverse description interested me particularly.
I compared it with Herford’s description in our typed copy of the Wasdale
Climbing Book. The wording was identical: it appeared, too, to be in Herford's
handwriting, of which there are several examples in our Archives. Even then kdid
not dare to believe that the historic book was actually in Ralph Nicholson’s

However, some time later, when replying to a letter from Jean, he related the
whole story and also said that he intended to leave the Book to the Fell & Rock as
the Club had more moral right to it than any individual, much as he had appreciated
being its guardian. When Geoff telephoned me with the news the excitement was
intense. [ atonce wrote to Ralph Nicholson, telling him the story of my efforts to
trace the Climbing Book (this was before the publication of my article inJournal
No. 70). The reply came that he hoped to transfer the Book to the Club as soon as
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possible. When | told the President (Dave Roberts) the momentous news he wrote
to Ralph Nicholson inviting him to a meet. This proved difficult to arrange but I

heard from Ralph Nicholson early in 1987 that a friend was coming to England in

late Spring and that he could bring the Climbing Book if | could arrange for it to
be received by our representative in London. The Chairman of the London

Section, Aubrey Brocklehurst, co-operated fully and agreed to bring the Book

north on his next visit to the Lake District, guarding it securely meanwhile. On

24th April, he duly delivered it to Hest Bank, Ralph Nicholson having stipulated

that in view of my efforts to trace the Climbing Book I should have the pleasure

of opening the packet! This 1 did in the presence of Aubrey and Bobby. It was a
great moment.

It will now take its place with the Club's other treasures such as James Jackson's
original manuscript letters (1874-78) to George Seatree describing his "octogenar-
ian exploits' on Pillar Rock and elsewhere, John Robinson's diary and other
memorabillia, and the Climbing Book compiled by Claude and Guy Barton, 1893
— 1906.

I will not detail the contents of the Wasdale Climbing Book here as this was done
in describing our typed copy in Journal No.70. As regards the physical appearance
of the original book it consists of 283 pages and an index and measures 9 7, X 7
'/, inches; although well-worn and the pages repaired amateurishly in places, it is
reasonably complete. There are some mutilations, but they are not recent; they
already existed when the Leeds copies were made. The diagrams, sketches, press
cuttings and photographs seem all to be there although the last are very faded. As
the book is nearly 100 years old and has been well used it is naturally frail, but the
contents may be consulted in our typed copy which can now be transferred to the
Library from Record Box.

So all's well that ends well, thanks to our long-standing member, Ralph
Nicholson.
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CONISTON COPPER MINES REDISCOVERED
PART I

Peter Fleming
Reproduced with the permission of The Cumbria Amenity Trust
Introductory Notes
Acknowledgement

As in Part | of this series, the names of the participating members have been
omitted at the request of the Editor. It will be obvious from the text that a dedicated
and very experienced team have been involved in these explorations. Over the
years they totalled in number 24 different members of Cumbria Amenity Trust.
Without their expertise, detennination and co-operation this report could never
have been compiled. | therefore take this opportunity to extend to them my
grateful thanks for making it all possible.

From the beginning | considered it most important to record our investigations
in the Coniston Mines for the benefit of future generations of researchers or
explorers. Some areas we are finding may not be accessible in a few more years.
There are changes taking place regularly in the workings. Though | may not be the
best person to record our activities, | appeared to be the only one willing to do so
at the outset.

WARNING

With the possible exception of the Hospital/Grey Crag Level, which can be
entered easily by a casual and reasonably equipped party, it cannot be stressed
strongly enough that on no account should anyone attempt to reach any other part
of the mines which are described in this report, as most areas can only be reached
by using advanced single rope techniques by an expert team conversant with the
dangers inherent in exploring disused mine workings. In no way can the relatively
stable world of natural potholes be compared to the Coniston Copper Mines.
which can involve vertical descents deeper than Gaping Ghyll through, at times.
very unstable ground. Everything we see is man-made, a step back in time, a piece
of history, and is a monument to the miners of long ago, who sought the earth's
rich minerals with nothing more than tallow candles to illuminate their enormous
subterranean world which took over three hundred years of very hard work to
complete.
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The Explorations

Paddy End Mine is the name given to that area of the Copper Mines situated
immediately south of Levers Water and is comprised of at least six important
veins. Many of them are named but confusion arises when studying old plans as
they do not all agree and similar names are given to quite different veins. The
important ones are in excess of 200 metres deep and in places merge. leaving very
large subterrancan excavations. Inall cases the veins are almost vertical and some
come to surface close to the shores of Levers Water. These are known as the “back
strings™ (or the “Old Men's Leads™). The workings here are quite ancient. The
well-known Simon’s Nick is probably part of Bellman's Hole Vein. The veins are
intersecied by old haulage levels which formerly came out to surface at various
horizons. These are namely: Levers Water Level. Top Level. Middle Level. Grey
Crag/Hospital Level and Deep Level. The [irst four are collapsed at the entrances
but Hospital Level has always been open apart from when an occasional local
storm has washed rubble into it. Deep Level is no longer accessible along its great
length due to several collapses. It is known there are workings up to 40 metres
below Deep Level in the Paddy End Mine but they are full of water. The drainage
from the whole of these workings runs along Deep Level and out to surface three
quarters of a mile away at Bonsor Mine.

Exploration of the Paddy End Workings is a difficult and slow operation due to
the vertical and complex network of veins and tunnels which have deteriorated
over the many years since closure, with collapses and blockages to hinder
progress, The account of these explorations should be read in conjunction with the
plans and cross-sections that are included. It was not until Cumbria Amenity
Trust’s prolonged investigations into the Red Dell arca of the Bonsor Mine were
sealed down. as recorded in Part Tof this series, that activity was intensilied in the
Paddy End side. However. before this in November 1980, a most important
discovery was made.

It had long been suggested that it might still be possible to lind a route down
through the old workings and stopes.™ starting at Levers Water and emerging out
to daylight at Hospital Level. some one hundred and forty-five metres vertically
lower down the fell side. At this point it would be appropriate to describe the
Hospital/Grey Crag Level system, which is well known to many people owing 1o
its case of access. Hospital Level is driven from the surface in solid rock on the
true left bank of Levers Water Beck.

The portal is adjacent to the wooden footbridge below Grey Crag (see surface
plan). Directly across the bridge. which incidentally. was built on the 11th July
1976 by Voluntary Wardens of the Lake District Special Planning Board. is the
collapsed entrance to Grey Crag Level - both these levels meet some distance

“Waorked out ore body or vein.
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underground.  Following Hospital Level (see Plan No.1) a junction is soon
reached. the right hand branch of which ends after one hundred metres in an
apparently fruitless attempt to locate a vein. Turning leftat the junction the wnnel
passes under Levers Water Beck. which can be heard quite clearly when in spate.
Filty five metres from the entrance a patch of boulder clay is passed through. The
water to this point is knee deep but beyond is dry. The boulder clay also marks the
point where the tunnel swings north west along a worked out vein. It is soon
obvious that the floor in places is lalse - a gaping wall to wall hole 55 metres deep
turns back the timid. Two planks were laid across the right hand side of it in May
1971 and are still in good condition. A hand line was added more recently. Beyond
here a solid section is followed to another collapsed stretch, which over the years
has steadily deteriorated. and so on 11th March 1984 some work was done here
1o make it safer to negotiate. Not far beyond here an opening on the right gives a
view into Hospital Shaft which is streaked with green copper stains and water
imvariably cascades down it. The shalt comes to surface near the base of a waterfall
in Levers Water Beck. but it is now covered over.

From evidence remaining on the ground and the illustration in Postlethwaite’s
book “Mines and Mining in the Lake District” , itappears that winding operations
in Hospital Shaft were powered by the New Engine Shaft water wheel situated half
akilometre away in the next valley to the cast at Red Dell Foot. With no direct line
ol sight.oneis leftto wonder at the problems of communication between the winch
operator and the remote shaft top. Perhaps the clue is in the old local name of “Bob
Stick Crag™ which was given to Kernal Crag for below here a signal wire and a
haulage wire would pass. Today the bottom of the shaft is a scene of collapsed
rubble inastope which is common to the base of the holes in the fToor of the tunnel
which have already been described. There is unfortunately no access 1o Deep
Level.

Continuing along the tunnel a scree slope is climbed to a shattered area
coinciding with a geological fault. Behind. to the right. a steep slope leads to a
viewpoint into Hospital Shaft, where a mounted winding wheel can be seen.
Following the line of the tunnel again. which lies under the rubble. the fault line
is pussed through before climbing into a stope which gets bigger by the minute and
emerges to one of the largest excavations in Coniston Mines. The highest part
ol the roof is only visible with powerful lights. Staging can be seen thirty metres
overhead. Aheavy iron chain hangs down. Somewhere up there it is possible that
Middle Level passes through. whilst beneath, to the left about six metres below,
Grey Crag Levelcan be seen and entered where it formerly merged with Hospital
Level under the pile of rubble. This can be followed back through deep water 1o
the blocked entrance at one hundred and ninety metres. At the north western
extremity of the large stope the rubble pile is descended. Here two wunnels will
be seen, The obvious one to the left soon runs through a tight boulder choke which
has come from above and may be worth further investigation as it vents strongly
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and must connect with higher workings. Just beyond the choke the tunnel is clear
again. On the right railway lines project out over a deep stope: the floor which
carried them having collapsed long ago. This stope on the South Vein disappears
from view around the corner. It has been descended to the bottom at 58 metres but
this is still short of Deep Level. Further probes down there are planned for the
future.

The main tunnel carries on in a south westerly direction for a total distance of 460
metres. It was driven in the hope of locating the Brim Fell Vein at depth, which
had been worked in a small way from the surface high up on the fell side. This
long underground tunnel was to be a costly failure as no worthwhile ore was to
be found. Today itis hardly worth following to its end. The final section has been
dammed off with clay and rock to form a reservoir. The purpose of this is not clear.
This long tunnel is also known as “Pudding Stone Level™.

Returning through the rubble choke the other tunnel, which is a continuation of
Grey Crag Level, can be followed north west and soon a circular chamber is
entered. This is the site of a former horse gin, where a horse harnessed to a winch
walked in a circle, hauling materials up the nearby Paddy End Shaft. The shalft
itsell, a few metres further on. is heavily timbered over, and these are covered by
a pile of debris, but at the far side a manhole gives access viaa former ladderway.
The most interesting feature here is the wooden platform overhead to the right and
the wall below it. for it is all covered in a variety of shades of green and light blue
copper carbonate. deposited there by the water coming down from the upper
reaches of the shaft. Itmakes a worthwhile subject for flash photography although
over the years the colour has faded. It used to be a most striking mixture of blue
and green colours.

The upper part of Paddy End Shaft received atiention on the 13th November
1977, when an attempt was made to free climb it in the hope of reaching Middle
Level 57 metres above. This failed fairly low down but another attempt on the 15th
September 1979 using an aluminium extension ladder was more successful. A
point 40 metres above Grey Crag Level was reached, where the shaft was sealed
over with timbers and rubble, but just out of reach a slot could be peered through
into astope. Itis amazing how high one can climb with a ladder only 9 metres long
il vou keep pulling it up behind you and resecuring it.

The lower section of Paddy End Shaft below the manhole in Grey Crag Level
has been descended on numerous occasions. Twenty metres down itopens outinto
a large stope. The bottom is a chaotic pile of collapsed rubble 23 metres long. The
lowest point is beneath a timber platform which is about 62 metres below Grey
Crag Level. This is very close to Deep Level horizon.

From the man-hole in Grey Crag Level the tunnel runs into a former blockage.
which was dug through in 1978 by persons unknown, opening up a considerable
amount of “new” workings running beneath Levers Water. The way through the
former blockage is constricted until itis possible to stand up at the bottom of a short
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rise up through the rubble pile. Cross timbers put in here in recent years now make
it easier to scramble up to the top where it is seen to be the base of a high stope.
Heavy. smashed timbers and rocks are wedged across it to the north whilst the side
above our line of entry is packed tight with fine debris over a height of about 7
metres. Itis probably generally safer than its appearance suggests. This area was
1o be an important feature in future explorations.

Descending the other side of the rubble pile gives access to Grey Crag Level
once again by dropping through a hole in the roof timbers onto what is suspected
to be a false floor. A short distance ahead where the tunnel widens into another
stope it appears to be blocked again by a large collapse but this can be climbed and
by- passed on the right into the continuation of the stope. High up to the left it is
possible to see some timberwork and walling which suggest there could be a
connection with further workings but this has yet to be proved. Buried under the
collapse. which is made up of large angular pinnacle-shaped blocks. is a tunnel
running off towards Paddy End Old Workings.

Following Grey Crag Level north it is evident that scrap men had been denied
access due to the blockage and the railway lines are still in place, On firstentering
this section of Grey Crag Level in 1978, the original miner’s clog prints. some
obviously those of children, were to be found in abundance, and tallow candles still
on the tunnel walls in their dobs of clay. It could have been up to eighty years since
anyone had been there. A hundred metres beyond the last stope and the tunnel
passes under the shores 